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Foreword 




vv HY ANOTHER boolc aboUt thc 
Bible? As well ask why aspiring artists keep setting up their 
easels before the Matterhorn — because it is perennially interesting, 
awesome and inspiring. To the artist the Matterhorn is not just 
another mountain. Because God*s Word is presented in a book 
too many people think of it as just another book. But the Bible 
is so much more than a book. It is ^ living force that has been 
speaking to men for centuries. It is dishonest, if not impossible, 
to trace the trends of history since apostolic times without refer- 
ence to the Bible’s influence. The titanic struggle of this century 
is a struggle between the forces commended and the forces con- 
demned in the Bible. 

The Bible is speaking more loudly today than ever before. It 
is speaking likewise to more people. It will speak more dearly 
and with ever more listeners on every tomorrow. In man’s strug- 
gle to attain the truth that makes him free, God will go on 
speaking from these pages until “the earth shall be full of thc 
knowledge of the Lord as thc waters cover the sea.” 

This is not a book of Bible expositions. It does not comment, 
except incidentally, upon what the Bible says. Indeed it docs not 
attempt to draw the reader’s attention so much to the Bible as it 
docs to keep the reader looking at men, watching their faces 
while they listen to thc one voice in their world which cannot 
be silenced. 

These pages are not for scholars. Developed as they are from 
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radio broadcasts, they are designed for him who runs to read. 
They require no preliminary courses in Bible Study. On the 
contrary, they are written in the hope that they may turn many 
readers to the Bible to search it with zeal to the end of their days. 

I am, of course, indebted to many others for much of the data 
cited, and especially to the American Bible Society to whose files 
I have had free access. Two of my colleagues at Bible House must 
have special mention — Mr. Rome A. Betts for permission to in- 
clude with almost no emendations his essay which I have en- 
titled, ‘‘The Bible Speaks to Youth*’ and for contributions to 
the chapter “To Parents”; and Dr. Eric M. North for con- 
tributing the chapter on “Human Hearts” which I have expanded 
by adding only an illustration or two and for his basic con- 
tributions to the chapters on “Armed Forces,” “Barbed Wire,” 
“Men and Nations” and “A World Beginning Again.” 


F.C.S. 

Summit, New Jersey 
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to Human Hearts 


^\/\^ENEVER men and women 
think together of things worthwhile, the Bible has a place all its 
own, for it brings strength to every wholesome influence in 
human life and adds its own unique contribution of supreme 
value. The Bible is one of the inescapable voices speaking in the 
world’s life. It is not a dumb mass of paper and ink — ^though 
every individual copy of the Bible that is not opened and read 
is only that — ^nor is it a faint echo of voices of a distant past. 
As we see it move among men all about the earth, we find not 
merely that it has spoken, but that it speaks now in the living 
present, that it speaks clearly and with power to human hearts. 

Throughout the pages of this book we shall consider how the 
Bible speaks to people from different classes, of different profes- 
sions, from different countries and we shall record their witness 
to what it says to them and of the reality of its transforming 
influence. 

In this first chapter let us think generically of human hearts 
— ^whether it be of savages or sages, Americans or Afghans, 
whether it be of men who toil with their hands or who ponder 
with their minds. We shall make three points here: The Bible 
speaks to a man’s needs; the Bible speaks to all humanity; the 
Bible speaks with authority. 

The Bible is wonderfully rich in its capacity to meet our 
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human needs. In these days of struggle to find a ground for com- 
mon understanding among the nations and in calmer days, too, 
the vicissitudes of life require courage — even of children. In 
Sofia, Bulgaria, a little girl whose name in English would be 
“Snowflake,” lived beside a church. During the bombardment of 
Sofia in 1944, a bomb fell in the church yard. In terror the child 
began to cry. Quickly her mother said: “Why do you cry, litdc 
one? Don’t you remember ‘God is our refuge and strength.’” 
“A very present help in trouble,” continued the child and they 
both laughed with relief. Perhaps you remember the paratrooper 
who said that the verse he brought to mind as he faced the jump 
from the plane was this: “For I am persuaded that neither death, 
nor hfe, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” (Romans 8:38, 39) 

A friend of mine was introduced at a dinner party in Chicago 
to a naval lieutenant who, he was told, had just been rescued 
from his damaged plane after it had plunged into the Pacific. 
“What did you dunk of as you catapulted downward toward 
the sea. Lieutenant?” he asked him. “Oh, I just repeated to 
myself, as I had been doing all my life, when things got out of 
hand, ‘The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want . . . thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me. . . . Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord for ever.’” (Psalm 23, parts). The Bible 
brings us courage for our need. 

The Bible speaks to our need when we go wrong. “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” 
(Ps. 51 :io) It speaks to our need for comfort in sorrow. “O death, 
where is thy sting? . . . Thanks be to God which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (i Cor. 15:55,57) It 
speaks to our need for companionship. “If a man love me he 
will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him.” (John 14:23) 
It speaks to our need for direction in life. Do you remember the 
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Bible’s answers to these three questions? “Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way?” (Ps. 119:9) “Who is my neigh- 
bor?” (Luke 10:29) “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
(Luke 18:18) 

Such needs are not needs that are peculiar to the Jews and 
Greeks who first heard these words spoken. Nor are they the 
needs solely of all Jews and all Greeks. Courage, repentance, 
comfort, companionship, and direaion in life are needs of all 
mankind no matter what one’s race and upbringing. Chinese 
and Russians and British and French and Americans — and little 
peoples of the faraway places — ^Marshall Islanders, the Baluba 
who live deep in the heart of the Belgian Congo, the Nagas who 
live in the back-country hills of Burma, the Miskito who live 
along the steaming coasts of Central America, and all the rest — 
whether we be professors or farmers, scientists or fishermen, 
housekeepers or machinists, whether we live by the sea, or in 
the mountains, on the plains or in the jungles, in cities or on 
ranches, our deep human needs are the same. And the great 
Book that has the only enduring answers to these needs speaks 
to us all. It speaks in the language of more than a thousand 
different peoples and every year it reaches farther out to stir the 
minds of still more tribes or overtakes the changes that the 
years bring to every form of speech. 

Not long ago a missionary came all the way from the heart 
of Africa with the manuscript of a new translation of the New 
Testament. Every time there was life-boat drill or alarm was 
sounded he strapped his precious package to his body that, 
even if the ship were torpedoed, he might still hope to bring 
it safe to the Bible House in New York, where its publica- 
tion could be undertaken. Now in a few weeks the work will 
be finished, and another tribe of people will have an important 
part of the Bible in their own tongue. They will find, as all 
those before them have found, that it speaks to their deepest 
need. The Bible speaks to the needs of all humanity. 

It not only speaks to the deepest needs of all humanity. It 
also speaks with ultimate authority. It knows the facts about 
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us. When people hear the Bible speak they seem to feel it is 
peculiarly for them. It says those things that they have always 
felt should be said. It voices the profounder truths for which 
they have always been groping but of which they have never 
quite laid hold. One day a sceptical chief of an African village 
was listening to a missionary read the first chapter of St. Paul’s 
letter to the Romans. When the missionary had finished, the 
chief inquired: “When did you say that was written?” “About 
nineteen hundred years ago,” said the missionary. “Now I know 
you arc a liar,” exclaimed the chief. “That was written about 
our village.” 

The Bible knows the facts of the depths of human degrada- 
tion. And it knows the facts of the height to which we may rise. 
All through those long dark dragging days of the war as we 
read the lists of names in the papers, did there not echo in our 
hearts the Master’s assertion, “Greater love hath no man than 
this that he lay down his life for his friends?” 

There was a time when men thought that they needed to 
build up a philosophical or theological defence of the authority 
of the Bible. But really all through the centuries no matter 
what the speculation about it or what the research into the 
history of its contents, it has held its place and gained greater 
and greater acceptance, because it speaks with the authority 
of truth. How we human folk need to learn the truth about 
ourselves! What volumes of deceitful lying propaganda have 
been poured into the channels of the world’s mind in recent 
years! Falsehoods about races and cultures, falsehoods about 
events, falsehoods about people. And, as always, they suffer 
the most who believe the falsehood, not those about whom it 
is told. The Bible, which is wholly familiar with these false- 
hoods in their essential form, gives to us standards of discrimi- 
nation and charges us with responsibility. “Thou shalt not 
bear false witness.” (Exodus 20:16) That is the negative side. 
And the positive side is — ^“Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31, 32) Prohibition and 
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promise both are spoken with authority. We know that is the 
truth. The Bible speaks with authority. 

Here then is one o£ the amazing facts in the story of man 
and his struggle with the realities of life about him, that he 
should count as his “book of books” a book, not belonging 
to his own culture, but a book dealing principally with the 
experiences of the people of a single little country, people 
who lived long centuries ago. This book was written in lan- 
guages which today only a very few people understand and 
yet it has survived the storm of many centuries, has leaped 
a thousand barriers of language and today somehow seems to 
belong to every man and speaks to millions in all parts of the 
world, to simple people just emerging from savagery, to scholars 
standing in the front line of a long succession of culture and 
training, and speaks to all with living power. 

The fact that the Bible speaks to human hearts in this way 
is evidence of two most heartening facts. One is the unity 
of our common humanity. As we see the great issues of our 
time arise, world peace, world organization, world economics 
and finance, world law and order and the clashing views about 
them, it is well that we remember this fact — that the Bible 
is the one book that speaks to us all, and does so because we 
are all one humanity. 

The other fact is still deeper and filled with even greater 
promise. The Bible speaks to us all because through it God 
speaks. We rightly call it the Word of God. By it there comes 
to man that which alone can satisfy his deepest need. Nothing 
is so important to all of us and to each one of us as the voice 
of God. For, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” (Matthew 4:4) 
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“T 

JL CAN^T OPEN this door. I must 
get through here. I can't go back. That is impossible. But the door 
is barred. What on earth shall I do.” That's the way a man 
feels when he faces a personal crisis. Has the Bible anything 
to say to a man when he feels like that? Indeed it has. It is 
not too much to say that the Bible’s central message is a mes- 
sage for a man facing a crisis. 

There is no more dramatic story in the Bible than the one 
related in the 14th chapter of Exodus. Moses had led the people 
one day’s journey out of Egypt. Hungry and weary they had 
pitched their camp somewhere along the shores of the Red 
Sea. As they wondered how they were going to get across this 
barrier, they turned and saw a cloud of dust arising against 
the setting sun. Then to their horror, they could see in the dis- 
tance the horses and the chariots of Pharoah’s army in hot 
pursuit. They turned on Moses, you remember, for getting them 
into this tragic trap. There they were, the trackless dunes of 
the desert on either side, the sea in front of them and Pharoah 
driving furiously upon them from the rear. 

Why will Moses forever stand among earth’s tallest heroes? 
Because at that moment, he turned to God. And what did 
God say? To me, God at that moment spoke the most thrill- 
ing, illuminating, and encouraging words that ever have fallen 
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on human ears. Above the rattle o£ the chariots and the tumult 
of the panic-stricken people rang out the voice of God, “speak 
to the children of Israel that they go forward.’* And the rest 
of the story you know. Or do you.? If you do not, then close 
this book now, open your Bible and read the fourteenth chapter 
of Exodus. Then take another three minutes to read the next 
chapter, too, where the story is retold in lines of breathless 
poetry. 

While you are reading these firty-eight verses — ^for that is 
the total of the two chapters — remember that we are asking 
the question — what is the central message of the Bible.? It is 
a message that echoes clear through the book from that dra- 
matic rescue at the Red Sea. It would be interesting to count 
up the passages in the books of Moses, in the historical Books, 
in the Psalms and the Prophets where reference is made to the 
deliverance of the people from Egypt. In the book of Deuter- 
onomy alone are found almost fifty glowing passages referring 
to the goodness of God who “brought you up out of the land 
of Egypt.” Together with the passover which was really the 
power behind the exodus, this ringing message leaps over into 
the New Testament where Jesus without destroying, as He 
promises, “one jot or one tittle” goes on to fulfill all the law 
and the prophets. His message to you and to me is the same 
message that God gave to Moses. At the last supper when 
Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood,” He 
was thinking of that first covenant which had opened the door 
for His forefathers out of Egypt. Whenever we sit down at 
the communion table we are putting ourselves in a position, 
where, if we surrender our wills, we may hear this central 
message of deliverance which God has for everyone who in 
dme of crisis turns to Him. 

Here is the golden thread of victory that binds the Bible 
into a single living book. How does it come about that a book 
so old as the Bible; reflecting the life of a people so misunder- 
stood as the Hebrew people arc; a book so long and so varied 
and so difficult; a book that is usually presented to us in archaic 
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English; how comes it that this is the book that is so revered, 
that seems forever fresh when people turn to it, that leaps 
the barriers of language and speaks to the hearts of simple 
untutored people on every continent — speaks and makes them 
listen, until it transforms, beautifies and empowers their lives. 
How can such a book be? I know no other answer but this 
answer: It is the book that tells men what to do in the hour 
of crisis. 

At this point I hear some one say, '‘Very impressive, my 
friend, but just what does the Bible tell me to do? Be definite; 
say something practical at this point, will you?” All right, I 
will. Here are two things the Bible tells you to do when you 
stand before that closed door. The first is to turn to God. That 
is what Moses did. From one end to the other the Bible tells 
about people who turned to God. Call it prayer if you like. 
Ask God to be your ally. You may be sure God is waiting and 
ready. You remember that story about Peter and John healing 
the lame man at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. They were 
haled before the Sanhedrin and told to desist from further 
teaching in Christ’s name. Can’t you imagine, when they were 
threatened and dismissed and found themselves out on the 
street again, Peter might have said to John, “You know, John, 
I love Jesus but how are we going to help Him save the world, 
if we are thrown in jail for curing just one poor cripple? The 
odds are too great, I’m willing to die for Him, but that won’t 
get the cause very far.” And I can see John nodding his head 
reflectively. Then they came to the upper room in Mary’s house 
where the little company who believed so bravely in Christ 
were gathered, I can imagine that Peter, who ran hot and 
cold you know, might just have been ready to voice his pes- 
simism when some brother fell on his knees and began to 
pray. Read it in Acts, the fourth chapter. “Lord,” he began, 
“thou art God, who hast made heaven and earth and the sea 
and all that in them is: who by the mouth of thy servant David 
hast said” — and then he quotes from the Second Psalm and 
later on says, “And now Lord, behold their threatenings: and 
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grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak 
thy word , , 

Then go on to read what this man’s prayer did. It did 
the big thing that true prayer always does. True prayer is not 
wheedling something out of a reluctant God. It is recognizing 
the greatness and goodness of God. It is giving God an oppor- 
tunity. The Bible is always telling us that, that God is always 
more ready with His limitless resources than we ever are to 
turn to Him. When this man got through praying there in 
the upper room that day the record says, “The place was shaken 
where they were assembled together and they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spake the Word of God with bold- 
ness.” That is what always follows true prayer, so the Bible says. 

This thing happened right along to our men in the thick 
of the battles of Africa, Europe and the Pacific. They turned 
to God and their minds were expanded and their spirits lifted 
and their Heavenly Father who is always ready and waiting, 
gave them wisdom and courage and skill. Yes, the Bible rings 
with the joy of this — the best news in all the world — ^that God 
cares for us more than we can ever care for ourselves and we 
find this out when we pray an honest prayer. You ask me to 
tell you something practical that the Bible prescribes for a man 
facing a crisis. Here it is from Moses at the Red Sea to Jesus 
on the cross: turn in utter confidence to an ever-present, om- 
nipotent, loving God, He has never failed any man. 

I said the Bible has two practical suggestions for the man 
facing a crisis. Here is the other. When the doors slam around 
you in a crisis and you have turned to God as Moses did, then 
rise from your knees and do with all your might that which 
God commands. It is enormously significant that the only record 
we have of the first few years of the Christian movement is 
a book called “Acts.” Those first Christians faced odds that 
were positively sickening. But they didn’t sit around and whim- 
per about it. Like Moses, they heard God’s call to do something 
— ^to go forward. One of our war correspondents wrote home 
from the battle front, “Pessimism can’t live on the firing line.” 
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And Tve noticed, haven’t you, that missionaries, Salvation Army 
people, any who are really facing the odds, however great, are 
never cynical. They arc incurably hopeful. It is relatively easy 
to grow pessimistic if you sit in a study, or read books or teach 
classes, or discuss your crisis academically or at a distance. You 
can get as blue as Elijah doing that. Well, the Bible is full of 
the stories of people who didn’t sit around and mope but who 
came to grips with life and thus, with God’s help, opened the 
door and went on to triumph. 

I suggested a while ago that you stop where you were read- 
ing these pages and read two chapters from Exodus. Now I 
suggest that before you read any more of this book you read 
the Book of Acts. It will take you about an hour and a half. 
Maybe you have never read the Bible in larger sections. If so 
maybe you never have discovered the thrill of Bible reading 
that you have heard other people speak of. Maybe you have 
been skeptical about the value of Bible reading; that it may 
be all right for Deacon Grace or Sister Bliss, but it has left 
you cold. Take an evening to read this lively book. Read it in 
one of the new modern translations if you think that will help. 
Acts was written by a physician, a man of deeds not words, 
one who practices rather than preaches. Doctors live in the 
presence of crises in people’s lives. Doctor Luke discovered in 
Christ a way out of every crisis and relates in those twenty- 
eight chapters how unfailingly the presence of Christ in a 
crisis dissolves the diiBBculty and brings personal victory. 

So I close where I began. The central message of the Bible 
is its message for people in a crisis. The message is there for 
you no matter who you are. If you are a mystic, you will find 
it in the Psalms. If you arc a poet, you will find it in Job, If 
you are of a legal turn of mind, you will find it in the books 
of Moses. If you are a philosopher you will find it in Proverbs 
and in Paul. The Bible is every man’s book. It has a door of 
entrance for every type of mind. And it has one big open door 
for every man. It is Christ who said, "I am the door.” 

When you turn to the Bible, you will find it saying to you. 
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“You can.” This is the glory of the old Book. It says you can 
— because God is always waiting to be your great ally. He will 
always hear you when you pray, He will always guide you 
when you take hold. God has left nothing undone to give you 
life abundant and life eternal. Thus, in no uncertain tone does 
the Bible speak to the man who faces a crisis. 
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I READ an old fable recently that 
told of how the devil once thought of going out of business 
and held a big auction sale to dispose of his tools. Malice, hatred, 
envy, greed, jealousy, sensuality, pride, conceit, they were all 
put up for sale and knocked down to the highest bidder. But 
oiff by itself his satanic majesty had placed one tool on which he 
had put a high price tag. He was reluctant to let it go. It was 
the tool called ‘"Discouragement.” When asked why he valued 
it so highly, the devil replied that it was the most useful tool 
he had. “I can pry open and get inside a man,” said the devil, 
“with that tool, when I can’t get near him with any of the 
others, and when inside I can use him in whatever way suits 
me best. It shows the signs of heavy use because I apply it to 
everybody for very few people know it belongs to me.” 

The subtle danger with discouragement is just this very fact 
— it seems so innocent. Selfish pride, spitefulness, ugly temper, 
these are things of which people about us disapprove — they 
seem indeed to be the deviBs tools — but discouragement — ^well, 
who can blame a man for being discouraged now and then — 
ah, but the devil knows that this is just the mood he wants 
in a man for then he can handle him. 

If the mood of discouragement is as dangerous as this, does 
the Bible have anything to say to a discouraged man? Indeed 
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it has. The pages of the Bible are peopled with men and women 
whom nothing could keep down. To read about these people 
and meditate on what they did and said is a tonic to any 
gloomy soul. Among other reasons for the unshakable belief 
in the inspiration of the Scriptures is that they inspire, and 
they inspire because of the inspiring characters that march in 
an almost unbroken procession through the 66 books. 

I went to Bible School without missing a Sunday for years 
on end and, if you will believe it, I studied my lessons too. 
I was born and reared in a home so deeply Christian that all 
six of the children went out into full-time Christian service; 
but it was not until I got to the theological seminary where 
they required me to familiarize myself with the world in which 
the New Testament characters lived that I began to see how 
unshakable was their faith, how undiscourageable their spirit. 
We think of Paul as the great apostle who wrote wonderful 
letters and opened the door for the gentile world to enter the 
church. Studying the Bible the way most people do very readily 
imparts the notion that Paul was one of the big figures of his 
day and generation. Now, of course, judging him by his in- 
fluence upon the centuries this is so. But it was not so when he 
was living. He didn't cut much of a figure that day when he 
attempted to preach a sermon in Athens, did he? They simply 
laughed and walked out on him. To get Paul in his proper 
perspective — as he seemed to the people of Athens and Ephesus 
and Corinth and Philippi, we must think of him as we might 
today think of an eccentric priest of some obscure East Indian 
cult trying to get a hearing in one of our big city parks. Yes, 
that is exactly the way Paul appeared to the intelligent people 
of his day. He had plenty to discourage him. 

And Peter, James and John? We call them saints today and 
name our children and our cities and our churches after them. 
In New York City the Episcopal Bishop is calling for ten 
million more dollars to complete the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine. When finished it will be the costliest and the largest 
Christian church building in the country — St. John the Divine! 
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— ^but John, the Galilean fisherman, lived in a world that did 
not think of him as either a saint or especially divine. To his 
contemporaries he was just a crazy, deluded fisherman from 
the back country. When he went too far with his eccentricities 
they clapped him into jail. 

Yes, to see these New Testament men and women in their 
true perspective we must know something more than most of 
us are taught in our Bible schools about that great Roman 
world in which the Christian movement began. It was cul- 
turally great. Greek genius had produced art, architecture and 
literature that even yet has not been surpassed. It was intel- 
lectually great. It had produced and was teaching a philosophy 
and a system of logic that is still basic in our Western educa- 
tion. It was politically great, having developed a system of 
law and economy that had become operative with majestic 
control of life from the Euphrates River to the Atlantic Ocean. 
In the midst of all this power and grandeur what was the 
Christian Church.? A mere handful of unimpressive people 
slipping out of their modest homes under cover of night to 
some upper room or other secret place of meeting and singing 
and talking about a leader who had been executed as a felon 
in a remote Jewish city. How ridiculous for them to think 
they could make a dent upon their world. 

It is to read the New Testament against this background 
that lifts one out of his discouragement, for those Christians 
lived in a far more discouraging time than we do. And yet 
their Roman neighbors, watching them in action said they were 
turning the world upside down. 

What then was it that imparted to these simple people who 
faced that mighty Roman world their undiscourageable zeal.? It 
was the fact of Christ. When you have at some time felt yourself 
defeated and life seems to have lost everything it ever held 
for you, have you not met a friend on the street, or received 
a letter from someone whose words at that moment have lifted 
you out of your despair? We all know people, don’t we, to 
whom we can say, “You always do me good just to have you 
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around” — people who inspire and encourage us. Well, the friends 
of Jesus, had such a friendj oh, such a friend! He used tie 
same words that they did, but somehow when He uttered them 
they set those humble men’s hearts blazing until they remem- 
bered everything He said. When He spoke a word of comfort 
His friends felt as though they would never know distress 
again. When He spoke a promise, there seemed to go with 
it the power to make it come to pass. Just to be with Him 
changed these men, their habits, their opinions, their ambi- 
tions, their tempers, their dispositions, their very natures. Think 
of Peter, cursing while he lied to the maid in the high priest’s 
garden and then Peter, the leader of a band of men who defied 
the whole Roman Empire and won. 

Some great men influence their own generation and then 
their power begins to wane. From our viewpoint, 1900 years 
after Jesus spoke to His contemporaries, we can realize that 
this is not so with Jesus. His influence was never greater than 
it is today. As Napoleon once put it, “This man, vanished for 
1900 years, still holds the characters of men as in a vice.” Now 
consider these things and then ask yourself if you have really 
been listening to the voice of Him who speaks to you from the 
Bible. 

Maybe you have tried to surmount some obstacle and failed 
and tried again with no success. Maybe, in spite of all you have 
conscientiously done for your child, he seems unappreciative 
and even at times leans toward waywardness. Maybe your health 
is poor or your job is petering out. You may be the kind that 
keeps all your troubles to yourself. You are too proud, too 
reticent to share them even with your family. You abhor whiners 
and refuse to join their ranks. Some sympathetic friend who 
senses your distress offers a word of comfort or advice. You 
listen but do not heed his counsel. You are slipping farther and 
farther back. Life is growing darker as the days go by. Re- 
member the old fable about the auction sale. Such a mood is 
the devil’s opportunity. 

Maybe you had never thought of the Bible’s usefulness in 
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times like this. You had heard the preacher read it at a funeral 
service of a friend. But it seemed just a formal bit of ceremony 
then. Now is the time to read it to yourself. Put your own 
name in the places where the text reads “you” or “a man.” 
Throw your imagination into gear. Maybe you have forgotten 
you had an imagination. Imagine that it is Jesus talking to 
you in the fourteenth of John. Well, it is! There is no other 
way to explain the unique place and power of the Bible in 
history than to accept the fact that it is a living book. If so, 
then listen while it speaks — “Let not your heart be troubled. 
. . . Believe in me. ... I am the way, the truth and the life. . . . 
he that hath seen me hath seen the Father. . . . He that believeth 
in me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works 
than these shall he do. ... I will not leave you comfortless: 
I will come to you. . . . Arise, let us go hence.” 

This was the kind of encouragement that Peter and John 
and the rest of them were hearing from His lips — not once, as 
they are reported in the Gospel, but, I am convinced, many 
many times. This was the spirit of the ever-living Christ that 
spoke similarly to Paul till he could shout from underneath a 
veritable avalanche of troubles that had overwhelmed him, “I 
can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me.” 

Read and read again these narratives of the Gospels and the 
Book of Acts. They have been speaking to men with trans- 
forming power ever since they were published. They spoke to 
Augustine and to Savonarola and to Luther and to Bunyan 
and to those men with Rickenbacker on the rafts in the Pa- 
cific, and to countless unnamed people like yourself until those 
who listened with faith and hope have become spiritual giants. 
If you will let them, they will speak to you. 

A man recently said to me that he thought all religions 
were pretty much the same — an unending, conscientious striving 
for the good and that, therefore, he would leave each man to 
the religion of his choice. That man had simply not let the New 
Testament speak to him. If he did he would see that Christ 
tells him of a God he does not have to strive to reach, but one 
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who stands ready to give him all he asks. There is no room for 
discouragement in the presence o£ a love like that, and no one 
who has accepted — you see that is the word we always use — 
has accepted Christ can ever really know defeat. 

The next time you are discouraged, try the New Testament 
— ^not just a few verses here and there! Let it speak to you for 
an hour or so. Then try something else. As a preventive against 
a recurrence of dangerous attacks of discouragement — read the 
whole Book of Acts. Re-read it. Read it in various English 
translations. Make it your own — then add Romans and Gala- 
tians — ^the testimony of an undiscourageable man who like you, 
never saw Jesus in the flesh but who, nevertheless, listened to 
Him when He spoke. 
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to the Blind 


(^N K iiECENT TRIP to Dallas, 
Texas, I visited one afternoon the Lighthouse for the Blind- 1 was 
ntroduced to Mrs. Eva Cameron, who is the executive director. 
She has been blind for over twenty years. But, what a person! 
During the few moments I was in her oflSce, the phone rang 
iree times. She made notes from her phone calls on her little 
Braille typewriter. She summoned her helpers by pushing but- 
.ons on her desk, and gave instructions and orders like the presi- 
dent of a bank. One of her assistants took me to see the work 
going on in the Lighthouse shops. They were filling govern- 
ment orders. They had a huge contract for pillow cases and 
mops for the Army camps. But the most remarkable contract 
they were filling was one involving little rivets from airplane 
Eaaories. Three young men were sitting at a table on which 
was a large can of small aluminum rivets of various sizes. They 
bad been gathered up from the floor of a shop where mechanics 
were working at top speed, turning out our fighters and bomb- 
ers. Being so small, many of these rivets slip out of the fingers 
of the operatives. To be of further use, they must be sorted by 
sizes, and that is just what these blind men were doing. I 
picked up about twenty of the rivets, and examined them as 
they lay in the palm of my hand. They varied in size, so I 
was told, by rooth of an inch. To me they all looked identical. 
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By feeling them, however, these blind young men were sorting 
them into their various sizes with lightning rapidity. 

That experience came back to my mind when I read an 
article that appeared a few weeks later in one of our popular 
weeklies entitled “They See without Eyes.” The article de- 
scribed how blind people can be trained in what is called facial 
vision. It is a highly developed sound perception which enables 
a man who cannot see, to know that he is, for instance, ap- 
proaching a house that is still, maybe, forty feet away. He does 
it by reaction of sound waves upon his facial nerves reflected 
from the house he is approaching. 

God’s unfailing law of compensation works for the man who 
has lost his sense of sight by strengthening his other senses, 
particularly those of hearing and touch. These special gifts of 
compensation can of course be developed until blind men be- 
come unbelievably skillful at various trades and professions. 

After almost ten years of dealing with the blind in their 
use of the Bible, I have come to the conviction that any blind 
person who has the desire, can also develop his spirit into a 
deeper understanding of the Bible through reading it either by 
his sense of touch or his sense of hearing. The tall, spiritual 
stature of so many of the sighdess men and women who have 
written the Blind Department of the American Bible Society 
can lead to no other conviction. 

The Bible Society has now given iii years of service to the 
blind. During that time it has brought the Scriptures to those 
who cannot see, by every approved system of embossed printing 
that has come along — ^first in what was called the Line Letter, 
then in the New York Point and in more recent years in other 
systems including the Braille, named after Louis Braille, the 
Frenchman who invented a system of raised dots to be read 
by the finger-tip process. 

In 1945 the Society distributed over 12,000 volumes to the 
blind. A large proportion of this distribution was in the Braille 
and Moon systems, the latter being a modified raised letter 
system imported from England and especially acceptable to 
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blind people whose fingers are not sensitive enough to read 
the fine dots of the Braille. 

But almost half of the record distribution of recent years was 
not in volumes of embossed letters at all. It was in Talking 
Book Records for those blind people who cannot read with their 
fingers. The Talking Book record is a disk similar to a regular 
phonograph record but so made that by running at about half 
the speed of a regular record, it speaks from each side of the 
disc for about fifteen minutes. 

The year 1944 was a notable year in the Bible's opportunity 
to speak to the blind for in it the long expensive process of 
preparing the entire Bible in Talking Book Records was com- 
pleted, The entire Bible is now available in this form, 129 
doubled-faced records speaking the Old Testament and 40 speak- 
ing the New. 

People naturally ask how all this new equipment may be 
made available to the blind, so many of whom are not sup- 
plied with surplus funds.? Here is the answer and it is a heart- 
warming one. The Talking Book Machine, a phonograph made 
under special patents for use only with the blind, is normally 
obtainable at cost from the American Foundation for the Blind, 
or it may be borrowed for an indefinite period from the gov- 
ernment through any one of the 27 branches of the Library of 
Congress, scattered across the land. 

Then what about the 169 records? Yes, they are expensive, 
but not nearly so expensive as one might think. True, they 
would be prohibitive if a blind person paid nothing more than 
the cost. For the 169 discs comprising the whole Bible he would 
have to pay about $150.00. But he does not have to pay even 
the cost. The American Bible Society distributes these records, 
iust as it has its Braille Books for many years at 25 cents apiece 
irrespective of their cost. Thus by borrowing a machine from 
the government and starting in with the purchase of a few 
records at a time any blind person unable to read with the 
fingers may begin to have his Bible speak to him in this modern 
way. 
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Do you know any blind people, especially those who have 
recently become blind, maybe some young man blinded in the 
war? Have you simply pitied him and let it go at that? Have 
you felt there was nothing you could do for him? If he is 
learning to read Braille, send for the Bible Society’s Small Vol- 
ume of Scripture Passages. It will speak to his lonely, distraught 
heart the greatest words ever uttered, the story of the Creation, 
the Ten Commandments, Christ s Summary of the Law, five or 
six of the Psalms, the words of comfort and guidance of Isaiah, 
the Christmas story, the Beatitudes, the Lord’s Prayer, the story 
of the first Easter, Paul’s ode to love, and the picture of the 
new heaven and the new earth. 

If your friend does not read with his fingers, these same pas- 
sages can be had on two of the double-faced discs for the Talk- 
ing Book Machine. 

Nobody appreciates the Bible more than blind people do. A 
short time ago a young man came into one of the offices of 
the Bible Society and said, “You don’t know me, but I tele- 
phoned down here about three months ago to find out how 
much it would cost to get a Braille Bible for my blind mother. 
I’ve been saving ever since. It looked for a while as though I 
wouldn’t make it in time with rent and groceries and all; but 
the boss helped me out. Now I can give it to her on Mother’s 
Day.” 

Shortly after that came a letter from this blind mother. I 
wish you could all see the picture I have of her, sitting out 
in her yard in a rocking chair with one of her huge bulky 
Scripture volumes on her lap, reading through her fingers to 
her five grandchildren. She wrote: 

“The Bible Society never sent out a Bible that was more 
appreciated than this one. Now I can teach Sunday school, and 
read to my grandchildren just like I did before I was blind. 
I’m teaching a blind man here in the neighborhood to read it 
too. His wife wanted to pay me; but the Braille and the Bible 
were both given to me, and I won’t take pay for passing them 
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Mrs. Purser knows something about trouble. Not only is she 
totally blind, but has an ailing heart. One o£ her brothers is 
blind; and the other, almost so. Her husband is in the hospital 
for an indefinite period. One son — the only support of his par- 
ents — has become ill and can not work. Another son, with a 
wife and four children, can do little to help. Mrs. Purser her- 
self earns an occasional dollar by selling her crocheted rugs and 
other handwork. 

“This,’" says Mrs. Purser, running her fingers over the Braille 
page, “is the Book of Job. I read Job a lot. I tell my family 
he had more troubles than any of us, but he never lost his faith 
in the Lord."’ 

We ordinarily think of books in Braille as based only on the 
English language. But when one is talking about the Bible, 
he doesn’t think in terms of one country or one language. For 
the Bible is the world’s book and speaks many tongues. Parts 
of the Bible are available for the blind in many foreign lan- 
guages, including Spanish, Portuguese, NorwegisPn, Swedish, 
Italian and the Mandarin Chinese; and the whole Bible in Jap- 
anese, Arabic and German. 

The more I read of the testimonies that come from the blind, 
the more convinced I am that, because other channels are 
closed to them, and they miss so much of that which is common 
to the life of the rest of us, they find more easily what the Bible 
should mean to all of us. For them, the light shines in their 
darkness, and the darkness can not keep it from coming in 
through their fingers and their ears. To the blind, as to few of 
the rest of us, the Bible, as the beloved and victorious Helen 
Keller once said, “is a book to live with, to dunk from, and 
to die by.” 
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LTHOUGH “the shcxjting is 
over'* there is still a great demand for Bibles by the men and 
women in uniform. In the strange ways of God, who brings 
good out of evil, one of the most wholesome results of the war 
has been the interest which the nation’s service men have de- 
veloped in the Bible. This interest grew while the war lasted 
and was never greater than at the climax of the fighting. Only 
a few weeks before V-E Day, the Theatre Chaplain from Head- 
quarters of the European Theatre of Operations sent home an 
urgent request for 350,000 copies of the New Testament. This 
was the largest single call for New Testaments that had ever 
come to the American Bible Society. Struggling though it was 
with the problems of paper supply and mounting demands 
from the Pacific Theatre, the Society immediately shipped about 
half the order with the remainder following a few weeks later. 

American G. L’s had become very dependent upon the little 
brown Testament that the Society had been supplying them. 
It was flexible, sturdy, with legible type and contained beside 
the complete text of the New Testament, a selection of Psalms, 
prayers, hymns, the Ten Commandments, and two pages en- 
titled “Where to Look” which guided the reader to various 
places in the little volume where he could find help when he 
had lost a buddy, was discouraged, tempted or fearful. As one 
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chaplain remarked, there was enough between the covers of the 
little book to support a complete worship service even if no 
chaplain was on hand to conduct it. 

Knowing that millions of men and w^omen were supplied with 
Testaments in the camps before they left for duty at the fronts, 
many people asked why there were so many demands for the 
books from overseas. There are three answers to this natural 
query. The first is that in the hurly-burly of war, quantities of 
equipment, especially items so small as pocket New Testaments 
are lost, worn out, misplaced. In a sudden alarm the little book 
may be left behind; it may become water soaked with rain or 
in fording a stream or in some other emergency. The Chap- 
lain’s extra supply may not have caught up with him in the 
swift movement of troops. The unavoidable waste of war has its 
bearing upon the soldier’s Testament as well as upon his food 
or clothing or his weapons or his ammunition. 

A second answer is that many men who have had little real 
contact with religion or who have lived with little awareness 
of the real depths of life, as they suddenly come to carry new 
responsibilities for others, as they come closer to great peril, 
or as they look back on it, find they need something they never 
knew they needed before. They discover their comrades finding 
help in a little brown Testament and so ask the Chaplain for one. 

A carefree soldier who was offered a Testament by a repre- 
sentative of the Bible Society, took it with the air, more of 
wanting to please the giver than because of any real desire for 
it himself. He said, “O.K. I’ll take one. You never know — 
these leaves are nice and thin and cigarette papers may be short 
on the other side.” On the transport this landlubber soldier be- 
came very seasick and, having nothing to read, he found the 
little Testament in his pocket and began to thumb through it. 
When he arrived on “the other side,” he wrote, “This is the 
finest book I know. I feel it has done me more good than any- 
thing or anyone else in the world has done for me. Please find 
enclosed my first week’s salary as a corporal.” No one will ever 
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know how many thousands o£ men have discovered the Bible 
through the searching exigencies of war. 

The third answer to the query as to why so many extra 
copies of the Testaments are continually being called for is 
really an extension of the second answer. It is that the Bible 
does speak to men and women in the Armed Forces with clarity 
and with power. It answers their need. You see there are two 
quite different batdes going on at the same time. One is the 
battle that is reported in the papers — the massing and organiz- 
ing of troops, the launching of the attacks, the artillery and air- 
force barrage, the deploying of the tanks, the advance of the 
infantry, every phase of the struggle of armed men with other 
armed men. That is one batde. The other is the batde that goes 
on in every man all by himself. He must in some sense win 
it or the other battle will be lost. Sometimes it is the batde 
against temptation and for character — a battle that may be 
fiercer in camp or barracks than on the field of conflict. This is 
not to say that there is any more moral weakness in the Armed 
Forces than in civilian life. But for millions of young men the 
environment is entirely new; they may run up against com- 
panionships that are not helpful; the more normal life of the 
family and the responsibilities and standards it requires are 
lacking. Every such radical change requires a new alertness. 
Some temptations may be missing; but others take their place. 
The Bible is a powerful help just here. It knows all the ranges 
of temptation; it stands by the sinner with an invincible friend- 
ship — reproaching his sins, summoning him to repentance, point- 
ing the better way. And it does something more of the greatest 
value. As a man absorbs the Bible's viewpoint into his thinking 
and his life it creates in him an outlook on Hfe, an attitude, 
often unconsciously taken, that builds up a capacity to resist 
temptation, a lack of taste for its lures. 

Often this inner battle is the batde against anxiety and fear. 
It may be the fear of any new experience. It will often be the 
straight out fear of death which must be faced. Again the Bible 
brings the assurance, which, though it may not stop the knees 
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from shaking, will sustain the heart. *‘God is our refuge and 
strength.” (Ps. 46:1) “Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with 
me.” (Ps. 23:4) “Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by 
night; nor for the arrow that fiieth by day.” (Ps. 91:5) ‘'My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
and I give unto them eternal life.” (John 10:27:28) Moreover 
from the Bible comes the assurance that the struggle is not 
fruitless, that the cause of righteousness shall prevail, that the 
sacrifices that are made shall not be in vain. For these pas- 
sages from the Bible are not mere slogans and catchwords. 
They are expressions of the greatest truth that humanity can 
know and live by, that the eternal God, the creator of all, gave 
His Son that in Him we might find life eternal, and that as 
Christ suffered for the sins of the world so men also may enter 
into His suffering, face death with Him, and triumph over it 
by God’s power, as He triumphed over it. The Bible truly 
speaks to the need of the men and women of the Armed Forces. 

And they hear its voice. Here is a passage from a letter of 
an Army pilot to his mother. He wrote, “I want to impress 
on you that before I take the air I pray to God and ask His 
guidance and protection, not for myself, but for the crew.” 
How beautifully and unconsciously that reflects Jesus’ prayer 
in John 17: “I pray ... for them which thou hast given me; 
for they are thine!” The pilot continued, “On several occasions 
when I have been in a tough spot, I’ve sat at the controls and 
prayed God to save us, and I always thank Him afterwards.” 
Then he closed his letter with these words “Your previously 
heathen son, now a firm believer in God and all that God stands 
for.” Not every young man in the service has found God in this 
way but the Scriptures have become indispensable to hundreds 
of thousands to whom they have spoken on the eve of inva- 
sion, of air-flight, of battle. In a letter to the Bible Society Gen- 
eral Eisenhower wrote: “The longer one lives in the turmoil 
and sacrifice and suffering of the batdefield, the more he be- 
comes conscious of the eternal worth of the spiritual values 
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inherent in the Christian religion. Moreover, because this war 
constitutes a direct conflict between the forces of evil and those 
of Christian principles of human rights and dignity, every 
movement which increases familiarization with those principles 
has a direct uplifting effect upon the soldiery and citizens of 
the United Nations.’* This statement from General Eisenhower 
bears out the report that when he flew to England to take up 
his duties as supreme commander of the Allied Forces, the 
one book he took with him was the Bible. The great Book — 
as many have testified — speaks to generals and admirals as well 
as to the men in the ranks. 

And there is a sequel to all that we have said that must be 
recorded here. One day when the war was at its height the 
telephone of the Pennsylvania Bible Society in Philadelphia 
rang. A woman, in a voice alive with emotion, read to the 
Secretary from a letter she had just received from her son serv- 
ing with the Marines in the Pacific. He had written, “I have 
been reading my New Testament which the Chaplain gave me 
and it has caused me to think very seriously about my soul 
and the future. I am writing you, Mom, to ask you to read with 
me a chapter from the New Testament each day. ... I will feel 
that somehow we are united . . . and if I come back, the church 
and the Bible will mean more than ever in our lives.” When 
the mother reached this point her voice broke and she hung 
up the telephone. 

Although we may always have to think of this young man 
as the “unknown Marine,” he nevertheless all unwittingly started 
the Bible speaking to more people than any man in his genera- 
tion, for the idea of reading simultaneous passages of Scripture 
by men and women in the services and their folks at home 
caught on and spread rapidly. The American Bible Society im- 
plemented the idea by printing millions of copies of little book- 
marks on which were listed passages to be read every day from 
Thanksgiving to Christmas in 1944. The passages were chosen 
by a vote of Army and Navy Chaplains who distributed them 
to their men everywhere. At home the reading was given not 



30 


THE BIBLE SPEAKS 


only the support of the churches but also that of the newspapers, 
magazines, business houses, the state and national governments, 
the radio. Millions of Americans were confronted with the idea 
throughout those thirty-three days that they should read the 
Bible with the boys in camp and overseas. Because so many 
of the fighting men were located in foreign lands, the idea 
swept out across other countries. It spread rapidly in China, 
Mexico, Cuba, Iceland and elsewhere. People from everywhere 
began to ask for lists of readings to use for every day of 1945 
and the Society distributed a quarter of a million of these. 

As these words are written the nations are again aglow with 
the reading of another set of passages from Thanksgiving to 
Christmas. The readings, this time, were chosen by a poll of 
service men and women. Under the slogan "‘Marching Orders 
for a New Day” the American Bible Society distributed almost 
20,000,000 of the lists, and found even more wholehearted popu- 
lar support than before. It looks as though “World-wide Bible 
Reading — ^Thanksgiving to Christmas” had taken its place 
among the noblest customs of our nation and, possibly in other 
countries, too. 

Far beyond the experience of any former war, the Bible be- 
came a powerful factor in World War II. This emphasis was 
due in no small measure to the superior place given to the 
chaplain in this war. If, out of the holocaust of horror and 
death, however, has come this new turning to the light of life 
in Christ Jesus, all cannot be recorded as loss in the bloody 
days that darkened the world from 1939 ^945* 
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Behind the Barbed Wire 


‘TJ 

JTIaving been a chaplain in a 
German prison camp for nine months, I know what the Bible 
means, not only to myself, but to the thousands of others there. 
I had a small Testament in my pocket when I was captured, 
and was able to keep it — though it sometimes almost cost me 
my life to do so — ^throughout the experience. It is now well 
worn and is one of my most precious possessions. Many marks, 
notes, references, and underlinings are in it. The internment 
taught me how to appreciate God’s Book.” 

When the curtain was raised after the fighting ceased in 
Europe, it was testimony like this that brought vindication to 
the steady program of Scripture shipments that the American 
Bible Society had been making through its office in Geneva, 
Switzerland, from early in 1940, and designated for Prisoners 
of War. The sacred volumes had gone to prisoners on both 
sides of the battle — to those of the Allies held in prison camps 
in Germany, Italy and elsewhere under Axis control, and to 
German and Italian prisoners held by the Allies, Because the 
Bible belongs to both sides of every battle it proves itself one 
of the never-closed channels which make possible the program 
of reconciliation which must follow every war. 

For prisoners in the European theater the Scriptures were 
distributed in more than thirty languages. Not all these Ian- 
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guagcs were European. For example, many of them were in 
Malagasy, the language of the great African island of Mada- 
gascar, whose soldiers fought and had been taken prisoner be- 
side their French Allies. There were even requests for Testaments 
in Ancient Greek from men of other nationalities who were 
carrying on in prison camps their, preparation for the Christian 
ministry. 

Toward the end of the war in Europe the demand from Ger- 
man prisoners, both in Europe and in this country, rapidly 
increased — a good sign for the eventual elimination of the Na2i 
ideology. In March 1945 an American chaplain in the con- 
quered area of Europe called for 200,000 German Testaments. 
Thirteen thousand Bibles, forty-three thousand Testaments and 
two hundred thousand Gospels had been shipped in 1944 in the 
German, Italian and Japanese languages, and these figures were 
nearly duplicated in the first three months of 1945. With the 
awful spectre of utter defeat coming closer every day, propa- 
ganda-fed Germans and Japanese who had been told of the 
savagery of American soldiers, turned frantically to any re- 
source that might bring them comfort and hope. This has always 
been an opportunity for the Bible. 

As for the Germans interned in the United States, a chaplain 
stationed at one of the camps in Colorado wrote, “I could easily 
use 400 German Testaments and find eager readers for all of 
them.” From France another chaplain wrote, “I am serving one 
of the largest prison enclosures in the European Theatre of Op- 
erations and could use thousands of Testaments in the German 
language. I could go into the compound this minute and in an 
hour distribute five hundred and they would go where they are 
very seriously needed.” 

The Bible in a prisoner’s hands is more than just a book to 
read as a means of escape from a depressing environment. The 
Bible is a book that understands the experience of men in prison. 
Consider the list of familiar Bible characters who had known 
what prison life was like— Joseph, Samson, Zedekiah, Jeremiah, 
John the Baptist, Peter and many of his fellow disciples in Jerusa- 
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Icm, Paul the Apostle many times and even our Lord Himself, 
who suffered at the hands of His brutal guard. The Bible also 
knows the suffering of the vast nameless masses who are made 
captive in the great wars and who must endure the long weary 
marches, the scanty food, rough treatment, forced labor, separa- 
tion from loved ones and even the basest cruelties. Thus the Bible 
does more than describe the experience of prisoners vividly and 
sympathetically. It speaks to the prisoner. It gives an answer to his 
anguish, his despair, his temptation. Here are passages from pris- 
oners’ letters. One writes — and we can detect the evidences in the 
testimonies that they have been translated from other tongues, — 
“With especial joy I found in the package a Bible, the Book par 
excellence which one never tires of reading, always an overflow- 
ing spring.” And again, “Dear friends, I want to tell of my great 
joy at receiving your books, for, returning in the evening after 
work, I read my Bible and the weariness leaves me.” A young 
Frenchman in forced labor in Germany wrote, “You should 
think what are the temptations of a young man of twenty years. 
But I can glorify God who has always had His hand on me. 
His Divine Word has taken on great value in my eyes. It is the 
only book I have. Every time it is possible I read my Bible at 
night before I go to sleep. Often I must admit I have neither read 
nor prayed, being too weary or being prevented by the noise. 
Imagine twelve men living in a room sixteen by nineteen feet. 
But I have been able to prove the love of God toward me many 
times and, at a certain moment when I was about to fail, I have 
seen it in a marvelous way.” 

In prison camp, the Bible speaks to men in another way — a 
way it has always had with men under any circumstances. It 
calls them together into Christian fellowship — it builds churches, 
even in prison camps. The French during the war came to speak 
of them as “Churches of the Captivity.” Some of them developed 
great strength that was imparted to memberships of six or seven 
hundred. Others, especially among the detached labor groups, 
consisted of but five or six men. Yet, large or small, those groups 
were not only aware of being spiritually bound together, but they 
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also felt their identification with the church universal; as one 
Frenchman put it, ''the church of the captivity and the free 
church is one before God.” 

Services of worship were held on Sundays sometimes in a bar- 
rack, or a corner of one, sometimes in a little chapel, often one 
constructed with great ingenuity out of the most meagre ma- 
terials. But, wherever it might be, the Church was present and 
men joined together in worship, in prayer, in the reading of the 
Word of God, and there they knew in truth that where two or 
three are gathered together in His name, Christ is indeed present. 
And if Christ be present anything can be endured. Did He not 
say that He would go with them to the end of the world? 

Through the work of Bible distribution behind the barbed 
wire the Bible was introduced to many men who had never seen 
a copy before and who became, in many cases, potential channels 
for the introduction of the Gospel into areas that were deprived 
of Christian culture. 

Early in the war when the German armies were sweeping 
across western Russia and capturing whole divisions of Stalin’s 
men, a thrilling story crept through the rigid censorship. It came 
in a letter to Rev. I. V, Neprash, director of the Russian Mission- 
ary Service in Philadelphia. Let the letter tell the story. It read: 
"Through the efforts of our Ukrainian brother W. H., we were 
granted admission to a prison camp for Soviet soldiers in Poland. 
A religious service was scheduled for September 28, and I was 
asked to serve. 

"Through personal conversation with the camp officers, it was 
learned that this service was to be a trial meeting. They wanted 
to see the reactions our preaching would have upon these Bol- 
shevists. I was instructed to report at the camp at 3 p.m. Two 
officers and two soldiers went with me. About a thousand men 
were gathered. When I climbed to an elevated platform, the Red 
commander gave the command ‘Caps off’ — which, as you know, 
in old Russia was a sign of preparation for prayer. I began by 
saying, ‘Anybody can leave who does not care to listen to a re- 
ligious service.’ About twenty left. 
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“When singing began, some prisoners took it up. Evidently 
there were believers among them. The message was about the 
storms of life and Jesus who alone can lead out. 

“Some fell to their knees (Mr. Neprash explains that this is a 
sign of reverence among Russians to what they hear). Soon 
handkerchiefs appeared, and when the invitation was given, 
practically every man raised his hand. 

“A few copies of Russian and Ukrainian Scriptures were dis- 
tributed. Oh, the )oy on the faces of the recipients! And the sor- 
row of others! 

“A soldier pressed his copy to his heart. But he could not en- 
dure the anguish on the faces of his comrades. Finally, he tore 
off the covers, divided the copy among them — a portion to each. 
Even this seemed too much to possess; so the portions were di- 
vided and distributed so that each man of a greater number 
possessed at least a leaf. Tears were seen in the eyes of those who 
got just a leaf. They even kissed them. There were cases where 
these prisoners would fast for several days — ^which was the greater 
sacrifice in view of their meager rations. Fasting continued until 
enough food was collected to tempt some owner of the Scripture 
to exchange it.” 

From another quarter of the world comes a story of the influ- 
ence of a single copy of the Bible among a group of prisoners in 
the Philippines. It was sent to the writer for publication by Chap- 
lain (Col.) Alfred C. Oliver, Jr., who said he had written it as 
a thank offering for what the Bible had meant to him and his 
comrades through many months of torture and suffering. 

Chaplain Oliver wrote: 

“Part of the garrison of the great American fortress of Corre- 
gidor consisted of two Philippine Scouts regiments. The families 
of these soldiers lived down near the water in a barrio constructed 
from discarded quartermaster material. Here one Sunday night 
in January 1941 I went to preach in a small missionary chapel. 
The first thing that attracted my attention was the large old- 
fashioned Bible, which lay on an improvised reading desk. The 
Bible was such a one as you can find in tens of thousands of 
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Protestant churches throughout the length and breadth o£ Amer- 
ica. It was the only impressive object in the chapel. It extended 
beyond the top and both sides of the reading desk, and was so 
thick that it almost hid from view the little Filipino pastor when 
he stood up to welcome me. His was a congregation of poor na- 
tives; consequently many of the pulpit appointments were im- 
provised. I remember that paper flowers were used extravagantly. 
In such, a setting the great Bible attracted attention and gave dig- 
nity to the entire chancel. In some way or other the meanness of 
the surroundings was forgotten, and as I read the New Testa- 
ment lesson I felt that in a peculiar manner God was speaking 
personally to all those who crowded the seats and open windows. 

‘‘A year passed; then suddenly war with all of its devastating 
force engulfed the tiny island upon which Corregidor is built. 
Day after day, wave upon wave of Jap bombers rained its de- 
struction from the sky; and after Bataan fell in April 1942 the 
Japanese heavy artillery added their shells to the desolation al- 
ready created. American gun emplacements were demolished; 
barracks and officers’ quarters made uninhabitable; and of course 
the barrio with its Protestant chapel went up in flames. There 
seemed to be nothing left above ground that was of any value. 
War and hate appeared to reign supreme. Human life took shel- 
ter under ground. 

“In the early stages of these months of terrible siege a lonely 
American soldier chanced to visit the barrio chapel. Here he, too, 
was enamored of the Book and was so comforted and sustained 
by its messages that even after the barrio was burned down and 
the Filipino worshipers had fled to the hills, this soldier continued 
to revisit the shattered chapel. He went back again and again be- 
cause he discovered that the Book had miraculously escaped in- 
jury. So, on the nights when no planes sailed overhead, he would 
come to this place so cruelly laid waste and, quietly climbing the 
charred pulpit steps, he would lay his head upon this sacred Book, 
which reminded him of home, church and all those things that 
he held precious; there, shutting out the noise and horrors of war, 
he would talk a while with God. 
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‘‘After a time he became disturbed by the conviction that there 
was something that God wanted him to do. He couldn’t decide 
exactly what it was. One night, as he was leaving after his devo- 
tions, he heard a voice which softly seemed to say, ‘Take me, take 
me.’ The soldier was startled and tried to put the idea aside as a 
fantasy of his imagination. He thought, ‘How can I include this 
large book in my meagre equipment? What would the fellows 
say if I came back with it in my arms? Where could I take it, 
anyway?’ — until finally he reached this impasse in his thinking: 
‘What does God want me to do with “The Book?”’ His mind 
was in a turmoil, but at least he obeyed the insistent inner voice 
and took the Book into Malinta Tunnel, where he was on duty 
as an orderly in its underground hospital wards. 

“Each day the tempo of battle increased in fury until one fate- 
ful night the Japs stormed and captured Corregidor. This im- 
mediately complicated the soldier’s problem of what to do with 
the Book. For a time he concealed it under some medical supplies, 
but soon the day came when the American prisoners were to be 
marched away to their permanent internment camps. A notice 
was posted that in addition to mess gear the only thing a prisoner 
would be permitted to carry out would be one blanket. Now, 
what would the soldier do about the Book ? It was a hard decision 
to make, as there was the possibility of severe punishment for dis- 
obedience of a direct order. In the face of all this, when the sol- 
dier left Corregidor, he carried the Book wrapped in canvas in 
place of his blanket. 

“No one will ever know all that this soldier had to endure in 
order to transport the Book successfully to his new internment 
camp. There was a trip up Manila Bay on a small foul-smelling 
coastal ship, from which he had to jump into the water up to his 
armpits, when ordered to disembark; then there were the long, 
cold, rainy-season nights without any covering, as he slept on a 
stone cell floor in Manila’s Bilibid prison; the all-day trip north 
was also a horrible experience; then he was crowded with ninety- 
nine other prisoners into a box car, half the size of the kind we 
are familiar with in America, where they almost died of thirst 
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and suffocation; and finally there was the long hike under a broil- 
ing sun up to Japanese Prison Camp No, i in the hills northeast 
of Cabanatuan. Many were the temptations along this weary way 
to discard the Book, But the Book had come to mean more to 
him than life itself. The soldier had come to feel that God had 
entrusted him with a special, holy commission; so he resisted 
every inclination to leave the Book behind. The soldier remained 
true to the confidence God had placed in him and brought the 
Book safely into camp. 

‘‘Soon after reaching Camp No. i it was revealed to the soldier 
why the inner voice had pleaded with him: ‘Take me, take meP 
A church was being organized here and needed a pulpit Bible. 
The soldier sought out one of the chaplains and told him his 
story. The following Sunday morning he was presented to the 
congregation and had the privilege of placing the Book he loved 
upon the crude pulpit then being used in their outdoor place of 
worship. 

“Weeks, months, years passed slowly by; ever the Book re- 
mained open and available to the prisoners of this camp. It bore 
constant testimony to the presence of one who cared. Hundreds 
upon hundreds of half-starved men ravaged by beri-beri, malaria 
and dysentery raised their haggard faces to the Book, while Sun- 
day after Sunday they listened as the chaplains explained its mes- 
sages of cheer and hope. Never did the Book fail to satisfy the 
hunger of these starved hearts. During this period fifteen hundred 
prisoners were baptized and received into the Christian fellow- 
ship of this church. Weekly these souls, far from their earthly 
home, grew in the knowledge and love of a Heavenly Father; 
always obtaining from the Book that spiritual food which enabled 
them either to die or live victoriously.” 

Thus the Bible speaks behind the barbed wire. It says the same 
things to the prisoners that it says to the rest of us. There is 
nothing they need that we do not also need, did we but realize 
it — discipline, repentance, forgiveness, faith, the knowledge of 
Christ’s presence and His guidance. But there, in the depressing 
environment, the need is sharpened, fewer material helps arc at 
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hand, and there are many who have suffered terribly not only 
physically but otherwise. 

Because the circumstances of prison camp life make the Bible’s 
message to a human heart so much more clear it comes about 
that in prison God has spoken to many a man who hitherto had 
never heard His voice above the noisy clamoring interests of a 
life of freedom. Thousands of these men have been spared to go 
back into their communities, many permanendy disabled in body, 
but mightily strengthened in soul, their lives a veritable sounding 
board for the voice of that One who spoke so clearly to them in 
the shadows of captivity. 
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to Men and Nations 


TThe conference of the United 
Nations in San Francisco in 1945 may well go down in history 
as one of the turning points in the story of our race. It was the 
second effort in a generation to establish an organization for in- 
ternational security. Its delegates sought to construct international 
measures for consultation and action that the devastating horrors 
.of war might never again afflict mankind. They were seeking 
again to fulfill the ancient prophecy of Isaiah, “Nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more.” 

It was with poignant anxiety that our whole humanity looked 
to the outcome of that meeting. For never before in all history 
had the whole world been involved in such common suffering; 
never had the terrors, the privations, the bereavements, the de- 
structions, the agonies of war so completely engulfed the race. 

The delegates had scarcely reached their homes when the world 
.situation they had been facing became vastly more alarming. The 
War in the Pacific ended suddenly in the blinding light of two 
bombs possessed of such destructive force as to give warfare in 
the future the power of destroying our whole civilization. Inter- 
nationalism had become, not a major desideratum but a necessity. 

Yet, even before the dropping of the atomic bombs, although 
ihere was so great eagerness for the success of the United Nations 
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Organization, that very eagerness revealed the awareness that the 
effort might fail. Even though the nations present had all been 
allies, they came to the conference with separate national interests 
as well as common interests. There were suspicions as to the ulti- 
mate purposes of the more powerful countries. There was strain 
between nations of different traditions and of different and even 
competing economic structure. There was the knowledge that na- 
tional character is not so firmly established but that time might 
see reverses of purpose and attitude and even alliance. Cliques 
and classes might come to hold power to misuse it for selfish 
advantage. 

Thus, though it would be hard to exaggerate the importance of 
what was done at San Francisco, nevertheless, it must be realized 
that the success of the agreements reached there must rest upon a 
deeper foundation. 

There can be no doubt for America what that foundation is. 
It is the way of life and the faith in God that is taught in the 
Bible; for the great book speaks not only to individual men and 
women. It speaks to nations. It has spoken again and again to 
America. The tones of the Liberty Bell rang out with its words, 
‘'Proclaim liberty throughout the land to all the inhabitants there- 
of,” which is quoted from the twenty-fifth chapter of Leviticus. 
National leaders during all the years of our independence have 
sought its guidance and the people as a whole have nurtured and 
disciplined themselves with its teaching. 

Elsewhere in these chapters we have pointed out how univer- 
sally the Bible spoke to the people of the Colonies that, in time, 
became the nucleus of our nation. It would seem fitting here to 
review the attitude toward the Bible which our Presidents have 
so consistently taken. And the people on their part have so re- 
peatedly nominated for the Presidency men whose viewpoints are 
focused in the truths revealed in the Bible that it is quite incon- 
ceivable that the electorate of the country would now choose a 
man who did not ask the people to build upon the Word of God. 

The more one reads the words of George Washington, the 
more profound do they appear to be. With what precision he 



42 


THE BIBLE SPEAKS 


strikes the note we are stressing here. He puts it in the thirteen 
straightforward words, “It is impossible to rightly govern the 
world without God and the Bible.” 

Thomas Jefferson put it so simply that a child can understand 
it. He said, “The Bible makes the best people in the world.” 

Said John Quincy Adams, who served for many years as a Vice 
President of the American Bible Society, “The first and almost 
the only book deserving of universal attention is the Bible . . . 
My custom is to read four or five chapters every morning, im- 
mediately after rising from my bed.” 

Andrew Jackson put it in his now famous aphorism, “It (the 
Bible) is the rock on which our Republic rests.” 

President Grant spoke direcdy to the point we are making 
when he said, “Hold fast to the Bible as the sheet anchor of your 
liberties; write its precepts on your hearts and practice them in 
your lives. To the influence of this book we are indebted for the 
progress made, and to this we must look as our guide in the 
future.” 

The great Lincoln was nurtured on the Bible as few men ever 
have been. It is not so much what he said, for it colored all his 
speech, but rather the attitude he took toward the titanic prob- 
lems he faced that have resulted in his gigantic and still increas- 
ing moral stature as a model of Christian statesmanship. 

When, a few months before he died, Lincoln asked his old 
friend Joshua F. Speed, who had known him from the beginning 
of his career, to spend the night with him at the Soldiers* Home, 
he made one of his most profound appraisals of the Bible. Speed 
arrived early in the evening, and, as was his custom, ran up to 
the President’s room. There sat Lincoln reading a book. As Speed 
came nearer in the twilight he was surprised to see that it was the 
Bible. He said: “I am glad to see you so profitably engaged.” 
“Yes,” answered Lincoln, looking up seriously, “I am profitably 
engaged.” 

“Well,” said Speed, somewhat sadly, “if you have recovered 
from your skepticism, I am sorry to say that I have not.” 

The President for a moment looked him earnestly in the face, 
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then, placing his hand gently on the doubter’s shoulder, he said 
with unusual solemnity, as if for the moment the premonition 
flitted across his mind that these might be the last important 
words he should speak to his friend: 

“You are wrong, Speed; take all of this book on reason that 
you can, and the rest on faith, and you will, I am sure, live and 
die a happier and a better man.” 

Benjamin Harrison stressed the truth his predecessors had 
voiced. Said he, “It is out of the Word of God that a system has 
come to make life sweet. If you blot out of your statute books, 
your Constitution, your family life, all that is taken from the 
sacred Book, what would there be left to bind society together?” 

William McKinley takes his place in the succession of White 
House witnesses with this testimony, “The more profoundly we 
study this wonderful Book, and the more closely we observe its 
divine precepts, the better citizens we will become and the higher 
will be our destiny as a nation.” 

When the forthrightness of Theodore Roosevelt took hold of 
the same thought, these rugged words were born: “There are cer- 
tain truths which are so very true that we call them truisms; and 
yet I think we half forget them in practice. Every thinking man, 
when he thinks, realizes that the teachings of the Bible are so in- 
terwoven and entwined with our whole civic and social life that 
it would be literally — I do not mean figuratively, but literally — 
impossible for us to figure ourselves what that life would be if 
these teachings were removed. We should lose almost all the 
standards by which we now judge both public and private morals; 
all the standards towards which we, with more or less of resolu- 
tion, strive to raise ourselves.” 

Among the many trenchant remarks which are to be found in 
the letters and addresses of Woodrow Wilson is this one: “Amer- 
ica was born a Christian nation. America was born to exemplify 
that devotion to the elements of righteousness which are derived 
from the revelation of Holy Scripture.” 

Franklin Roosevelt devoted a paragraph of his last Thanks- 
giving Day Proclamation to the matter. It read: “I call upon my 
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fellow citizens to join whoie-heanedly in a nation-wide reading 
of the Holy Scriptures. . . • Let every man of every creed go to 
his own version of the Scriptures for a renewed and strengthen- 
ing contact with those eternal truths and majestic principles which 
have inspired such measure of true greatness as this nation has 
achieved.” 

When the American Bible Society presented Mr. Truman on 
the day before Thanksgiving 1945 with a Bible for his desk, the 
President told his guests that he had read the Bible through three 
times. Little wonder that, stepping so suddenly into so vast and 
complicated a world situation, Mr. Truman has kept his moral 
poise. 

But, of course, America is not the only nation to which the 
Bible has spoken through the hearts of men she trusted. 

It has been over 1300 years since the emissaries of Gregory the 
Great brought the Bible to England. In that long run of centuries 
English history records many fluctuations toward good and evil. 
Almost 1000 years ago, however, King Alfred rebuilt the English 
code of law upon the Bible, injecting an element in English life 
that has forever buttressed her morals and her manners. Then 
came the sixteenth century. For all England had had the Bible 
so long she had until that time had it only in a foreign tongue. 
But Tyndale, Coverdale and others now gave their countrymen 
printed Bibles in English. The people went wild over the Bible. 
The result is described by the great historian, John Richard 
Green, in these words: ‘‘England became the people of a Book, 
and that Book was the Bible. It was, as yet, the one English book 
which was familiar to every Englishman. It was read in churches, 
and it was read at home, and everywhere its words, as they fell 
on ears which custom had not deadened to their force and beauty, 
kindled a startling enthusiasm. . . . The effect of the Bible in this 
way was simply amazing. The whole temper of the nation was 
changed. A new conception of life and man superseded the old. 
A new moral and religious impulse spread through every class.” 

With the opening up of the whole world to the commerce of 
the nations about the beginning of the nineteenth century, ,the 
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King James version of the Bible, which one likes to call “The 
Mother of Bibles,” began to go, in the hands of missionaries, to- 
the very ends of the earth. By these same missionaries it was trans- 
lated into literally hundreds of languages so that it could speak 
with power to nations that hitherto had never heard God speak 
to them. 

Today we stand on the theshold of a new age of travel, of 
communication and of interdependence in which the Bible has 
unprecedented opportunities to speak to men and nations. In later 
chapters we shall record the growing clarity with which the Bible 
is speaking to China and Latin America, If we are alert to our 
opportunities, it will become the voice of national guidance even 
in Japan. 

Here then is another of the marvels that cluster about the fact 
of this great Book. It comforts and guides the simplest peasant in 
his private devotions. But it also speaks in trumpet tones to na- 
tions and transforms their common life. As we confront the neces- 
sity of constructing a world, federation of nations, is there any 
other instrumentality to which we may turn with more hope of 
success than the Bible? 
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to the Enemy Countries 


If there is one thing sure in 
this troubled postwar world it is that we have another brace of 
battles to win in Germany and Japan. It is the battle for their 
reeducation. They are going to be tougher battles in some respects 
than the bloody ones we finished on the V days. For one thing 
we are not going to be so dramatically united behind our peace- 
makers as we were behind our armies, our navies and our air- 
men. And for another thing we do not have the experience in 
nation-rebuilding that we have in warfare. Furthermore, both 
projects present unprecedented problems. As for Germany, it may 
fairly be said that never in modern times has a great nation been 
so completely ruined as has Germany by its folly of prolonged 
resistance. There seems to be no place to start. As Walter Lipp- 
mann put it just after V-E day, “The end (for Germany) is total 
defeat in total disgrace because no Germans have come forward 
who might claim by their resistance to Naziism, even in its last 
hours, to be the representatives of a better Germany.” 

As for Japan, what conqueror ever faced such a situation. In 
olden times, a nation completely whipped, simply became a vassal 
state that was eventually absorbed into the realm of its conqueror, 
enslaved if need be, but always robbed of its statehood. Something 
different that has never been tried before is being undertaken in 
Japan. Never was a nation more completely beaten at war. Today 
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she has no army, no navy, no air force. Her extensive colonial 
empire built up over a period of fifty years is completely gone: 
But she is not to be absorbed by her conquerors. Rather she is 
to be reeducated, if that be possible, until the day when she may 
be set free to enjoy again her own sovereignty based upon a new 
philosophy of life taught her by those who conquered her. All 
this is something entirely new in the history of the nations of 
men. 

Where shall this process of reeducation both in Germany and 
japan send down its roots? Is it not in the natural hunger of the 
human heart for a knowledge of the truth? And when has any 
nation been so starved in heart and mind as the German people 
have been for the past twelve years? Harold Guinsberg, the di- 
rector of the OflSce of War Information publications, after the 
shooting had ceased in Europe, said, ''The intense desire of the 
people of Europe for the truth is pathetic. Information is the 
thing that these people want first after food” A recent newspaper 
writer of German descent after questioning all sorts of people m 
Germany following V-E day, said in his report that possibly the 
largest group of people he interviewed were those who felt that 
they had suffered enough and would like to be left alone to re- 
build their lives. But then he added this significant observation, 
that probably most of this large group were happy about the 
coming of the Americans because they think we will improve 
their condition. 

As for Japan, we are informed that the so-called psychological 
warfare bore its fruit toward the end of the fighting and was 
found to have prepared many thoughtful leaders of Japan for the 
part they played so commendably in making the demobilization 
of the Japanese army, as General Mac Arthur announced, a com- 
pletely bloodless affair. 

Both Germany and Japan had for years been fed on propa- 
ganda. It had brought them only utter disaster. In their despera- 
tion they were ready to listen to the truth, however gloomy it 
might be, for they were both beginning to learn, dimly and un- 
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certainly, that propaganda always eventually enslaves people, 
whereas it is the truth that makes men free. 

Now all this and much more that might be added totals up to 
the greatest opportunity that America has ever had to spread the 
gospel of her glorious democracy in a situation where it may con- 
tribute directly to the guarantees of a warless world in years to 
come. 

And for those Americans who really know the roots of our de- 
mocracy it calls for the revival of Bible reading among the Ger- 
man people, and the introduction of the Scriptures as a major 
element in the reeducation of Japan. For let Americans never for- 
get the roots of our nation’s life. Our founding fathers were not 
perfect men but their viewpoint on all the phases of government, 
of education, of international and interracial problems was defi- 
nitely colored by their saturation in the Word of God. Let it be 
forever remembered that for at least six generations the chief text- 
books in our colonial schools reflected the teachings of the Bible 
and that the unrivalled book in almost every home was the Bible. 
Children were given Bible names, colleges were founded to pro- 
mote the teaching of the Bible and a man’s life was regarded as 
having infinite worth because he was in the Bible revealed as a 
son of God. It was this conception of community life for almost 
150 years before the Revolution that has made America great. 

The nature of a nation’s life is not primarily determined by 
what land it occupies, or what is the color of its people’s skin or 
the shape of their eyes.What books they read largely determines 
the interests of a nation. 

The Bible, of course, is no new book to the German people. 
Luther’s Bible is one of the miracles of literary creation and has 
wielded an immeasurable influence upon the nation’s life. Indeed, 
it may be said that there is no nation on the continent of Europe 
whose life has been more thoroughly molded over a longer period 
by the Bible than has Germany’s. And this culture, in spite of all 
the years of intensive Nazi counter-propaganda, was never com- 
pletely erased. 

Consider, for instance, that the only element in German life to 
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hold out to the end against Hitler’s rule was a branch of the 
Christian Church. In 1934 when the screws o£ the crushing Nazi 
machine were beginning to be applied to the churches, a great 
body of Protestant pastors announced that Christ, as He is 

declared to us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which 
we must hear; that in life and death we must trust and obey.’’ 
With these convictions unchanged thousands of pastors in Ger- 
many resisted the gestapo, were arrested and interned, many of 
them meeting violent death. 

Little wonder also that the American Bible Society, now that 
the gates to the lives of the German people are beginning to open 
again, is overwhelmed with requests for the Word of God. 
Dr. W. A. Visser t’hooft, Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, speaking at the Society’s 129th Annual Meeting stated 
that the American Chaplaincy Department in Paris had called 
for 500,000 New Testaments for German prisoners of war. Dr. 
Visser t’hooft said he thought this must be just some one man’s 
opinion of the need when he beheld the inner emptiness of 
the souls of this great horde of disillusioned youth who had been 
fed all their lives on one great philosophy of lies; but Dr. 
Visser t’hooft verified the need through sources he could trust 
and pled with his American friends, to do all in their power to 
supply the Scriptures to the German people. 

As these lines are written, it is too early to say how clearly and 
authoritatively the Bible will speak to post-war Japan. She has 
never been a Christian nation. She will not be converted into one 
for many years for her roots in other faiths are too deep and too 
thoroughly integrated with her national life and customs. But the 
Bible is not new to Japan, and Christian leaders who see the solu- 
tion of Japan’s titanic problems only in the guidance of God’s 
Word are not lacking among General MacArthur’s counsellors. 
After V-J day there came to my desk a picture that thrilled my 
heart. It was a picture of the Bible House in Tokyo, taken since 
V-J day. Located on Tokyo’s “Broadway” known as The Ginza, 
the Bible House was built in 1933 by the American Bible Society 
and transferred to the Bible Society of Japan in 1939. In the midst 
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of ruins on all sides it stands apparently unscathed except by fire 
in the two top stories. This building is a symbol. In the midst ot 
Japan’s utter chaos, mental and spiritual as well as material, the 
Bible still speaks and, with freedom of religion assured, it should 
speak more authoritatively and extensively than ever before. 

In the coming months, if not years, we are going to be reading 
articles and books and listening to fervent speeches about what 
to do with Germany and Japan. Just now we are wallowing 
through a mire of hatred and revenge. Our task of reconstruction 
is going to be a hard one and a long one. But it must be done if 
we are to have the lasting peace for which we pray. Germany 
and Japan are not going to disappear. Nor can they be forever 
policed and repressed. Impossible as it now seems, they must arise 
and regain their statehood and their self respect. It is most dis- 
maying to find so many of those who are regarded as authorities 
in this field, proposing every measure under heaven except the 
one without which there is no hope of success in the gigantic task. 
If Henry M. Warner was moved to go to President Truman and 
suggest that motion pictures might be used in enemy countries 
after the war to help develop ^human being out of barbarians” 
then the least thing that the Christian people of this country can 
do is offer the Bible to our beaten enemies. 

And if there is a spiritual hunger among some of the German 
people and a wistful groping for some new philosophy of life in 
Japan — then let us offer the best food there is, the Bread of Life. 
Until rebuilding can be done let us print the copies here, as we 
are now doing both in German and in Japanese; let us print 
them by the hundreds of thousands as long as the calls continue. 
Then, if need be, let us help the German churchmen rebuild 
their own Bible publishing business. If Clausewitz’s “On War” 
and Hider’s “Mein Kampf” have made the German people beasts 
and brutes, then, in God’s name, and with all the shining wit- 
ness of 1900 years of history behind us, let us give them back 
their Bible and help them to produce a generation of decent men. 

As for Japan, her people in the twenty years preceding Pearl 
Harbor did not absorb 12,664,987 copies of God’s Word to no 
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avail. General MacArthur will find something on which to build 
a Christian civilization in the New Japan. The Bible came from 
the Orient, and in the Orient, whenever it has been given a 
chance, its appeal has always been deep and irresistible. That the 
Christ who speaks from the Bible can transform Japanese men 
and women as completely as He has any other race of people 
through the centuries, is abundantly attested by those of us who 
have known and worked with Christian Japanese in this country 
and in their homeland. Truly the opportunity is a golden one. 

Are we asking ourselves, “What can I do to help rebuild this 
shattered world?” Our answer is in the familiar words of the 
Scripture, “If thine enemy hunger, feed him.” Our government is 
actually doing this today through the Army commissary. Can 
we who believe that there is no other name under heaven 
whereby men must be saved, do less than feed our enemy’s 
hungry heart with the Bread of Life? 
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Wo IS EQUAL to these exalted, 
prophetic and ominous days through which we have been passing 
since August 6, 1945? One longs for the poet's insight to express 
the thoughts that struggle to be born in his soul. 

In spite of everything to the contrary, who of us is not think- 
ing proudly about our America today? I have been re-reading 
all our national hymns in the light of this glowing hour and 
even though, as one writer has recently put it, if one of our latest 
bombs was now to “burst in air” the flag would not still be there 
“nor any living thing near enough to observe the place it had 
been flying,” nevertheless, our national hymns, if you will make 
a little study of them, strike the right note, not of narrow na- 
tionalism but of that broader patriotism that is carved on William 
Lloyd Garrison's statue in Bosto-n — one of his own immortal ut- 
terances — “My Country is the World. My country men are hu- 
mankind.” 

I have been recalling our history — so short a story it is, acted 
out in a swift succession of dramatic episodes that cover scarcely 
more than a century and a half. There are the dark chapters, 
but, through them all, we have never completely lost sight of 
those noblest and best emotions that gave us our birth and saved 
us in our moments of temptation. 

And today, holding the foremost place of power and respect 
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among the nations, we may, if we will, turn the hearts and hopes 
of many peoples toward those things that have made us great. 
I could wish that the familiar stanza of Frederick Faber’s be- 
loved hymn might be sung in every church service every Sunday 
for months on end as a sort of holy vow of every American 
patriot as he steps out upon the new threshold of international 
opportunity that is now ours: 

“Faith of our Fathers, we will strive 
To win all nations unto thee; 

And through the truth that comes from God 
Mankind shall then indeed be free. 

Faith of our Fathers, holy faith 
We will be true to thee till death.” 

Consider for a moment the role of a nation seeking to win 
all other nations to God. Heretofore most nations, when power 
has come into their hands, have promptly forgotten God and 
have yielded to the temptation to put all other nations under 
their own heel. Indeed, more than than once, have they tried to 
scuttle God and put themselves in His place. Imperialism we 
used to call it; more recently, in advanced stages of develop^ 
ment, fascism or totalitarianism. How well some of us can 
remember those closing years of the last century when, after 
our rather inglorious war with Spain, we found ourselves in 
possession of Cuba and the Philippines, and a suspicious circle 
of nations was beginning to wonder how far our budding im- 
perialism would carry us. But Cuba was straightaway given her 
freedom and the Philippines, her people so retarded, exploited 
and impoverished that they required years of guidance and 
help, have now been trained for their independence which is 
scheduled to arrive in the next few months! 

Then we recall another incident that came hot on the heels 
of the Spanish war — ^the Boxer uprising in China, in which 
many foreigners were massacred. Heavy indemnities were levied 
against China by the outraged Powers. But, you will remember, 
at the suggestion not of a clergyman, but of a newspaper 
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columnist, the United States returned the millions paid to her, 
to be used for the purpose of training Chinese leaders in the 
univerities of this country to build up understanding between 
two great peoples whose historic streams of culture no one had 
ever before attempted to harmonize through political action. 
One catches a faint echo of that word of the Master’s on the 
Cross, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 

Now stop and think a moment. Who knows but what the 
line-up of World War II might not have been a color line-up 
with the yellow and the brown races pitted against the white? 
Who knows? — ^had not the United States, through her policy of 
forgiveness, foresight and friendliness, rooted in a deep convic- 
tion that every nation had its own rights to freedom, — had she 
not done the Christian thing toward China and the Philippines 
in those earlier years? 

Distrust and suspicion between great nations flourish like 
palm trees in the jungle, and yet I believe that there is little 
fear today on the part of other nations, great or small, that 
America, at this moment, towering in strength above all her 
sister nations, is going to attack, absorb or even oppress a single 
one of them. In a letter dated as early as September 29, 1945, 
a friend writes from Tokyo, “Now I shall give you a little of 

what Dr. has told me regarding conditions in Japan. 

He emphatically stated that 90 per cent or more of the people 
were definitely happy to see the end of the war and the Allies 
in, especially the Americans. He says that he has spoken to 
people from all classes and they state that, instead of being 
defeated, they have been liberated.” 

Well, if this is so concerning our America, I ask you, “How 
did any nation get that way? For, of a truth, it is something 
new under the sun. When you run it back to its source you 
find that America is different in her viewpoint because, like 
no other nation, she was cradled in the Bible. Roughly sketched 
the story is this. At the close of the 14th century when England 
was still largely illiterate and the Church . was a tool of the 
crown, John Wydiffe, even before the days of printing, gave 
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the Bible to the English people in their own tongue, I like to 
think of John Wycliffe as the first pre-American. He was the 
kind of person who tackled the impossible and mastered it. At 
all events, his hand-written Bibles were produced in such quan- 
tities and his helpers — called Lollards, you remember — were re- 
cruited and trained in such numbers, that the influence of 
Wycliffe's movement continued to mold the English mind for 
more than a century and until the Reformation had set in in 
earnest. 

In the early 17th century the Puritan movement was born 
direcdy from the truths that people in England, Holland, Ger- 
many and elsewhere, had absorbed from the Bible. The Puritans 
in England soon became so strong as to menace the security 
of the established church. The inevitable resultant persecution 
produced that boatload of fanatics — ^as their contemporaries called 
them — who pushed out for America in the tiny Mayflower. The 
motives of our Pilgrim fathers were mixed, for the Pilgrims 
were human. But history attests the fact that the chief concern 
of their acknowledged leaders was to found a commonwealth 
upon the teachings of the Bible. Those first settlers took the 
Bible’s very words for their laws. When the New Haven colony 
called its freemen together in 1639 to organize their civil gov- 
ernment, John Davenport got up and asked, ‘^Do not the 
Scriptures hold forth a perfect rule for the direction and gov- 
ernment of men in all duties.?” and all the people said, “They 
do.” It was this sort of conviction that makes Joseph Choate’s 
generalization more nearly true than most when he said, ‘The 
Bible made New England and New England made America.” 

Let us grant that the Scriptures were misused in those co- 
lonial days, as, alas, they so often are. There were cruelties and 
persecutions and perversions a-plenty — but the basic teachings 
of the Bible were never abandoned — that every man is a child 
of God, precious in his heavenly Father’s eyes; that every man, 
no matter what his race, his class, his color, has inalienable 
rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

After 150 years of colonial struggle which, let it be forever 
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remembered, were literally bathed in Bible teaching, the Dec- 
laration o£ Independence embodying these Biblical truths, was 
written. A few years later the Constitution of the United States 
with its first ten Amendments, popularly called the Bill of 
Rights, brought the nation into political existence. The greatest 
words of our Constitution are the first three, *‘We, the people” 
That was new in Government. It is a direct ray of New Testa- 
ment teaching. 

From these deep roots our nation sprang. In a hundred thou- 
sand institutions dedicated to enlightenment, mercy, healing, 
racial understanding, justice and peace, the United States of 
America has grown strong. She has continued to do, in a big, 
modern, complicated way, exactly what the Pilgrims did in 
their simple primitive way — apply to Bible to common life in 
practical matters. 

And now, in these incredibly few years, America dominates 
the world. I don’t mean in military power, although that may 
be true — but in political ideology. 

Have you read the Charter of the United Nations? What a 
thrill I got when I read its first three reminiscent words, “We, 
the peoples” and then went on to read “reaffirm faith in funda- 
mental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human 
person.” 

The councils of the Nations, great and small, are now set- 
tling down to a study of this Charter. War-weary peoples are 
pinning their hopes upon it. There are good grounds for these 
hopes for in the Charter’s democratic premises lie the seeds 
of the eternal truths of the Gospel of Christ. Thus it comes 
about that the Bible speaks today to a world seeking peace. 
In these new prospects, we, the people of America have a 
glorious and an awful responsibility. 
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THAT small boy in your 
iiome or your neighbor’s, playing with his blocks. Every now 
and then he knocks them down with a flourish of his little 
fist. That is so easy to do. Then he begins to build them up 
again. If you are his father or mother he may come to you 
for help asking how to make the blocks balance so he can 
construct a roof that will protect the imaginary people that 
live in the house from the imaginary rain. His litde brow is 
knit and his little lips compressed. In his fairy world he is 
doing the hardest thing he knows anything about — building 
something that will last and will comfort and protect. 

The boy’s little world is a fair piaure of your big one. The 
easiest thing men do is to make war — to knock things over, 
to throw everything into chaos. It is immeasurably harder to 
make peace — to take a broken world and build it into a com- 
munity of nations where every man may sit under his own 
vine and fig tree with no one to make him afraid. 

Well, the greatest and most destructive war in history has 
just closed. Nobody can grasp the colossal scope of its havoc. 
Some of its scars will never disappear. An army officer recendy 
gave it to me as his sober judgment that many of the cities 
of Europe ought never to be rebuilt. They ought to be re- 
established elsewhere nearby. The human mind cannot grasp 
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its scope nor plumb the depths o£ its horror. Men will be writ- 
ing books and poems and dramas to the end of time about the 
bloody events of 1939 to 1945 but they will never all be told. 

In the midst of this incomprehensible chaos let us make 
just one assertion and ask one question. The assertion is this. 
There are more would-be peacemakers in the world at this 
moment than there ever were in history. Consider the national 
governments of the world. Not just four or five of them but 
practically every respectable government on earth either just 
has, or is seriously preparing to sign a document drawn up in 
the spring of 1945 in San Francisco and designed to help pre- 
serve peace among the nations. That in itself is something new 
in the history of the world and something to glory in! 

But, as far as the masses of the world^s people are con- 
cerned, it is only a beginning. They are demanding something 
deeper and surer to guarantee the lasting peace for which they 
long. There is nothing new about this. The common people 
of the nations always wanted peace except in those few in- 
stances when some blood-thirsty Hitler has poisoned their minds 
or some treacherous Tojo has swooped down out of the skies 
with his thunderbolts of destruction to treacherously attack 
them. But today, because this was a more extensive and de- 
structive war that involved more people than were ever drawn 
into the vortex of any other war, there are just that many more 
hundreds of millions of people who are now concerned for 
the building of a lasting peace. So much for our assertion. It 
is an assertion that glows with hope. Now for our question. 
Has the Bible anything to say to people who would be peace- 
makers? 

Did you know that the word ‘‘peacemakers” appears only 
once in our English Bible? It is in the seventh beatitude and 
it carries with it a more glowing promise than any of the other 
“blesscds.” The mourners, the meek, the merciful, the pure in 
heart— great arc the promises to them all; they arc to be com- 
forted, to inherit the Kingdom, to be mercifully treated and to 
sec God — but the peacemakers ah! listen — they arc to be called 
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the children of God! The word “peacemaker” might appear in 
the Bible a thousand times and nothing could be added to that 
promise. As a matter of fact, the Bible might be described as 
a textbook in a course of instruction by which men may be- 
come the children of God. 

Let us, then, look at this central teaching of the Bible in 
the light of the glorious possibilities of the present hour. 

Peace isn’t something you just float out into after you have 
shot the hazardous rapids of war. Peace is just like the little 
boy’s house of blocks; something that has to be made. 

When a house is to be built there are two primary require- 
ments; one is that men trained in the skills of the builder 
be enlisted and the other is that these men be furnished with 
the needed tools. So it is in the building of a lasting peace. In 
the first place we must have men who know how to make 
peace. They must be men of one mind as trained military lead- 
ers are. They must be set aside for this one thing. A friend of 
mine has submitted to a long list of the world’s foremost leaders 
a plan for the schooling of statesmen for international service, 
men who shall add to their love of country the love of world 
harmony. His plan sounds reasonable. If faithfully executed 
it would contribute to the cause of peace. No plan, however, 
is going to' succeed in the training of men that know those 
things that belong unto peace, if it ignores the Bible. The 
Bible, with its clear, difficult, realistic teachings about man and 
his sinful heart and God and His redeeming love — ^the Bible 
tdls us how to train peacemakers and I know no other book 
that does. 

Nothing makes me wearier than to hear people say, “You’ll 
always have war because you can’t change human nature and 
man is a fighting animal.” Can’t change human nature? On 
the contrary, human nature is the most pliable, plastic, change- 
able thing with which to deal. Our present program for Ger- 
many and Japan is centered in this very premise. We are plan- 
ning to change the nature of the German. He was brutalized 
by the Nazi regime, but we know he can be changed back to 
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what many of us remember him to be in years gone by. We 
have a program for doing this through education of various 
sorts. This program will be successful if it is carried as far as 
the New Testament demands. Otherwise we have reason to 
entertain most serious doubts. 

The New Testament thrills the person who reads it and 
has become the world’s most popular book because it throbs, 
from one end to the other, with the tales of men who found 
that they didn’t need to go on always as they were, that their 
natures could be changed. Some of the men in the Bible who 
experienced this change have described it for us. James called 
it conversion — a practical sort of a word which you would 
expect from a practical thinker like James — conversion— turn- 
ing something into something else to serve new purposes. Peter 
spoke of this change as coming out of the darkness into a 
marvellous light. Paul, who liked to indulge in hyperboles, says 
that the change that came to him was like being dead and 
experiencing a great resurrection. John, the mystic, describes 
it as being born again. Paul’s change came suddenly. Peter’s 
came slowly. There is no standardized form, but this experience, 
which in one way or another came to those who yielded to 
Christ in the days of His flesh and just following, is the spark 
which makes the New Testament a living book in any lan- 
guage into which it is put. 

Paul’s letters are fpll of references to this experience. To the 
Corinthians he says, “Fornicators, adulterers, thieves, covetous, 
drunkards, revelers, extortioners, such were some of you; but 
ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the spirit of our God.” 

Our soldiers, sailors and marines who have been stationed 
on the Pacific Islands, in China, in Burma, and elsewhere, have 
sent home literally thousands of dollars to furnish more Bibles 
to people without them, because they have seen with their own 
eyes what Christ, speaking from the New Testament, has done 
to transform savage cannibals into peace-loving gentlemen who 
saved many of our boys from the hands of the foe. 
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Yes, the first thing required for making peace is redeemed 
men. This is first in the New Testament; it is the first duty 
of the church. To remake men is entirely possible; it is the 
most realistic approach to the task of peacemaking. All history 
attests it. ‘‘Changed men can change the world.” 

Then there are the tools with which these builders are to 
work. These comprise the social aspects of our great religioru 

Of course, the primary tool is the church. Let us say a 
ringing word of credit for the church. It is so much the fashion 
to criticise her and point out her weaknesses. Let us remember 
that the church has afforded changed men the opportunity to 
work together till they have, under God, lifted whole civiliza- 
tions out of barbarism into the light of a new day. Let us re- 
member that the church is worth all we give her if only for 
this one thing, that she keeps the Bible speaking its message of 
comfort, hope, guidance and salvation to the ends of the earth. 

Considered in this light the church is more than a simple 
tool. It is more like a tool-making device. It has fashioned 
many other tools that contribute to the cause of peace. It is 
hard to name a constructive social institution that was not 
fashioned on the anvil of the church. The school, the college, 
the hospital, the social center, our basic laws, our customs of 
gentility and grace, they all were the products originally of the 
church wherein men work together as children of God — ^peace- 
makers. 

The Charter of the United Nations is one of these tools. It 
is like a huge road-building device, levelling grounds of inter- 
national misunderstanding so as to give men a better chance 
at life. It endorses everything that the world mission of the 
church has added to its program of soul-winning; education, 
sanitation, literacy, medicine. 

Still another tool is the growing sentiment in our nation 
toward its duty to the underdog — the minority groups as we 
now call them. One of the grandest attitudes that our boys 
are bringing back from this war is their clearer vision of social 
and racial equality. Wars are bred in the hearts of oppressed, 
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retarded people who mutter under their breath in the presence 
of favored races and nations, '1 am as good as you are and 
III prove it some day.’' Peace, on the other hand, blooms from 
the conviction of the favored people who look upon their 
needy neighbor and say, “You are as good as I am and 111 help 
you to prove it.” That is what the missionaries — ^greatest peace- 
makers in history — have been saying for all these years. They 
have said to the Chinese, “You are just as good as I am,” and 
to the South Sea Islander, “You are just as good as I am.” 

With such tools, brave men, redeemed by the spirit of Christ, 
may fashion together out of their fellows of any class, any 
color, any race, social structures that will endure. Herein lie 
the best hopes for the world — in the constructive united efforts 
of men who regard themselves in all their common interests 
as the children of God. The Bible is the voice of God calling 
us onward toward something better. That something better is 
peace — inner peace that imparts to a man’s soul calmness and 
poise and strength; social peace that brings harmony to the 
family of God. Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be 
called the children of God, 
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w, DO we read books? 

The first and most obvious reason for those of us who are 
in school or college is that wc caak very well get out of it. 
The chief tools of educators and our principal sources of in- 
formation are books. And so long as we attend school, wc 
must read. 

But that, of course, is a silly answer and not worth serious 
attention. There are three real reasons why we go to books. 
Despite all that movies, the radio, and eventually television 
may do to cut in on the quantity of reading done, books will 
continue to play an important p>art in our lives. 

First, we read books for fun. Who docs not love a good story 
well told? It is an unusual American boy or girl who has not 
lost himself in the Adventures of Tom Savi^yer or Huckleberry 
Finn, gone romancing with D^Artagan and his Three Mus- 
keteers, thrilled to the exploits of Sherlock Holmes, or enjoyed 
the whimsical wanderings of Alice in Wonderland. Even those 
of us who are none too keen about poetry accept the Idylls of 
the King for the account they give of Arthur and his knights 
of the Round Table. 

Then we surely must use books to increase our stock of 
knowledge. How else arc we to know about the world we live 
in, about who we are, where we came from, what we are 
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doing and thinking, and about the forces which make our 
universe tick? From the three R*s up, we have to learn from 
books, in order to widen our understanding and to permit us 
to fit ourselves into the increasingly dijficult puzzle of life of 
which we are a part. Such civilization as we now have has 
come about, because, centuries ago, men learned to make their 
thoughts and discoveries permanent by writing them down, 
so that others coming afterwards could profit from what had 
already been done, and build on that foundation. None of us 
can prepare well for his place in life, no matter how humble, 
without the study of books. We all perform our jobs better if 
we take advantage of what books on the subject have to say. 
And that goes for farmers as well as for doctors, for factory 
workers as well as for lawyers, for clerks as well as for scholars. 

Finally, we read books for inspiration: to search out for our- 
selves deeper meanings in life than appear on top. From some 
reading we get the same kind of feeling that comes when wc 
listen to great music. We seem, for the time, lifted out of 
ourselves and our small interests to a higher level of experience. 
In reading like this the feelings as well as the mind play a 
part. Try a great speech like Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Ad- 
dress, a poem like Bryant’s Thanatopsis, or an essay like Vir- 
ginibus Puerisque by Stevenson, and you will see what I mean. 
All philosophy (don’t let that word frighten you) and much 
biography come under this head. 

Now, the Bible is a whole library of books — sixty-six of them 
to be exact. In it we can find the greatest literature ever written 
of all three kinds just described. 

For fine enjoyment you can find in the Bible some of the 
best stories ever told. A great literary critic has called the story 
of Joseph the most perfect story in our possession. Read the 
Books of Ruth and Esther for the real pleasure they will give 
you. The parables of Jesus are priceless gems, told, to be sure, 
to point a lesson, but none the less great stories. The story of 
David and Jonathan is a classic tale of the friendship of one 
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man for another; and the dramatic events surrounding the life 
and death of the rebellious Absalom will stir your heart. 

What finer instruction can there be than the sound training 
the Bible gives in the art of living? In the Old Testament, I 
would urge every young person to read thoughtfully several 
times the Book of Proverbs. Many of the Psalms are reflections 
upon the meaning of life. But the greatest of all teaching is 
found in the words of the greatest of all teachers — ^Jesus Christ. 
A thorough knowledge of the Gospels is an absolute necessity 
for right living. I believe that the Sermon on the Mount should 
be read as regularly as your favorite magazine — at least once 
a month. 

But there is another angle to reading for instruction. Read 
the history of the Hebrew people as set down in the historical 
books of the Old Testament, and watch the ups and downs, 
the strength and weaknesses of a nation made up of plain 
people just like any of us. Consider how they struggled to 
know God better, and how often they failed. Surely, individuals 
and groups alike can learn much from the experiences revealed 
here, with no attempt to blur the clear light of truth. 

It is not hard to find inspiration in the Bible. In the Old 
Testament the Book of Psalms still lives as our most treasured 
collection of poetry. Who can remain unmoved by such master- 
pieces as “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firma- 
ment showest his handiwork,” “I will lift up mine eyes unto 
the hills from whence cometh my help,” “Sing unto the Lord 
a new song, sing unto the Lord all the earth,” and many more. 
Passages from Isaiah and other prophets really sing themselves 
as we read them; for they have inspired some of our finest 
music. 

In the letters of Paul are whole chapters whose grandeur 
rivals that of Mr. Everest in the physical world; for example, 
Romans 12, Philippians 2, and First Corinthians 13 — matchless 
in their beauty and loftiness of spirit. Parts of Revelation, too, 
should be included. And of all the prayers ever uttered, the 
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prayer of intercession by the Master recorded in the seventeenth 
chapter of John’s Gospel, remains forever unsurpassed. 

We can not hope here to give a complete statement of the 
Bible’s treasury of riches — ^that would make our chapter too 
long, and even then someone would feel slighted because we 
had left our his favorite passage. AH that has been tried here 
is to whet your curiosity, make you want to test for yourself 
some (I hope all) of the few highlights just mentioned. 

If anyone were to ask where to begin his reading, I should 
urge him to start with the Gospel of Mark; its swift moving 
account of the life of Christ gives a fine starting point, com- 
bining all three elements — enjoyment, instruction, and inspira- 
tion. Follow that with the two books of Dr. Luke — the Gospel 
that bears his name, and the Acts of the Apostles, — mingling 
that reading with some selected Psalms. 

Then, take Proverbs, and perhaps accompany that with Mat- 
thew’s Gospel, since Proverbs makes rather slow going if read 
steadily. 

By then you should be ready for the greatest love story ever 
told — the Gospel of John. From there on, the Bible should 
have captured you; and either on your own, or with the steer- 
ing of your pastor or teacher, you should be able to find your 
way around and be at home in its pages. 

A few further suggestions: Reading the Bible is an acquired 
habit, like brushing your teeth. It reveals its value only to the 
earnest seeker after it; it is not a book for lazy or indifferent 
people. Don’t approach Bible reading as you would a good-luck 
charm, to keep off witches and goblins. A chapter a day, in 
that spirit, will certainly not keep the devil away. Approach it 
in the spirit of a miner searching for precious metal, who is not 
content until he has struck “pay dirt.” For the pay dirt is there, 
as millions of Christian people bear witness. 

Or better yet, look at it as a book of rules. Every real sports- 
man knows thoroughly the rules of the game he loves. Every 
business and professional man who has made the grade oper- 
ates on well-known principles and a stock of necessary knowl- 
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edge relating to his particular field of endeavor. He has his shelf 
of books the contents of which he knows thoroughly, and to 
which he refers constandy. The rules of the game of life arc 
contained in the Bible — ^the greatest textbook on the subject 
ever composed, because it is God’s masterpiece. No one who 
wishes can win in the game of life who is unfamiliar with the 
rules. They’re all there for you to search them out. 

And, finally, you will find yourself entering into friendly 
understanding with the people in the Bible, and into real com- 
panionship with the historic and present Jesus who is to be 
found here. 

Give the Bible a chance. Cut its power in on the daily 
program of your life. You will never need to turn up the loud 
speaker. The Bible will be found speaking with full power — 
especially to youth. 
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to Parents 


JLhere is one thing I can do 
and I am going to do it. I am going to see that my child knows 
and loves the Bible.” — Betty, who said this, was a war wife. 
I had baptized her when she was a little girl. Like thousands 
of young American mothers in recent years, her homemaking 
had from the start faced many handicaps. Not only was her 
husband away most of the time; she had no home of her own. 
Her mother and father still sheltered her. Her income, though 
steady and assured, was meagre. The problems of food and 
fresh air, of clothing and travel, of saving for the rainy day, 
were all heightened for her. And back of it all, like a rumbling 
storm-cloud, hung the awful uncertainty of the future (now, 
happily brightened by the cessation of hostilities). Within the 
boundaries set by these abnormal circumstances, there were many 
things Betty longed to do for her child that were sternly and 
consistently denied her. But one thing was still in reach. She 
could see that little Nancy came to know and love her Bible. 

That is why she called me up. How should she do it? A 
noted educator has observed that the two basic professions of 
life, farming and motherhood, are the very two in which there 
is the highest percentage of untrained people. Betty was one 
of those mothers who knew what was needed, but knew little 
about how to supply the need. Her wisdom lay first in her 
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recognition of the need. Would that every American mother 
had that wisdom! Betty’s further wisdom lay in the conscious- 
ness of an ignorance that drove her to the phone to call for 
help. Betty as a mother embodies one of the most needed ele- 
ments I know of for the preservation of our national life. 

Since the United States has developed into the world power 
it has become during the 20th century, it has been noted for its 
high standard of living. The products of its factories and 
laboratories have equalled and sometimes surpassed in quality 
those of any competitor. The skill of its inventors and research 
engineers, the daring and enterprise of its industrial leaders have 
won world-wide recognition and acclaim. 

But the true greatness of any country, past, present or to 
come will be measured in the long perspective of history, not 
so much by the number and variety of the things it produces 
as by the moral character of its people. 

As we look at the pictures that are coming from Europe — 
at the ghastly ruins of city and countryside alike, we have 
evidence enough of what happens when a nation becomes so 
lacking in moral perception as to allow men of depraved char- 
acter to seize the reins of power and drive the whole world to 
the brink of catastrophe. 

In our postwar planning, for ourselves as for others, a num- 
ber one priority must be given to the development of strong, 
virtuous characters in the children who will make tomorrow’s 
world. It will not be an easy task, — ^it never has been an easy 
task — and now it must be undertaken on a gigantic scale never 
dreamed of before, if civilization upon the earth is to endure. 

In America we have long given widespread attention to our 
character building agencies like the Sunday schools, the 
Y.M.C.A.’s and Y.W.C.A.’s, the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. 
Millions of people have reason to be grateful for the whole- 
some influences and positive values gained through such asso- 
ciations. 

But there is one social entity that stands unrivalled at the 
top in the building of character. It has held that position since 
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humanity first married and was given in marriage. It is the 
family. Throughout the ages those peoples have thriven best 
and have contributed most to posterity who have honored the 
family and the sanctity of the home. 

The family has always been the principal channel through 
which pass the slowly acquired wisdom and customs of the 
race. It remains the place where many basic skills and attitudes 
are imparted from father and mother to son and daughter. 
Inevitably children imitate the actions and speech of their parents, 
since they live with them every day. What parents say and do, 
therefore, is of vast importance for our country’s future; for 
it is still a true saying, ‘‘As the twig is bent, so will the tree 
incline!” 

Every parent wishes the best for his children: the best in 
health, in education, in opportunity, in companionship, and, 
most of all, in character. Homes are established to insure just 
these things. The location of the home, its appointments, its 
daily program, its atmosphere, are all studied particularly that 
those who live there may grow in wisdom and in stature and in 
favor with God and man. 

Which immediately suggests the Bible. The Bible has been 
the cornerstone of the best homes always and everywhere. The 
home is where the Bible was first used by Christians. The 
churches met in homes. The schools likewise. These have out- 
grown the home; but the Bible still does its best work in its 
original setting. The church-school movement came into being 
principally because the Bible was being neglected in so many 
homes. Too much can not be said in praise of the church school. 
Wise parents will attend it themselves, not only to encourage 
their children to go, but to improve their own knowledge and 
love of the Bible. But, far more can be done for the develop- 
ment of character through the use of the Bible in the home than 
anywhere else. 

The Bible speaks to parents today just as it did when the 
Apostle Paul wrote: “And, ye fathers, provoke not your chil- 
dren to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
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o£ the Lord.” We know Paul is everlastingly right. But how 
shall we go about a successful program of obedience to his 
command. 

First, let parents take to themselves the stern injunction of 
Jesus, “And whosoever shall offend one of these litde ones that 
believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and he were cast into the sea.” Jesus always 
championed children and was never too busy or too tired to 
give them his attention. I suspect that Jesus had parents par- 
ticularly in mind when he sternly uttered this warning. For, 
after all, parents have far more opportunity to ill-treat their 
children than has anyone else. 

Of course we are not thinking here of deliberate acts of mis- 
guidance. Only the most depraved of parents would be guilty 
of such perversity. We are thinking of those more subtle influ- 
ences that operate through example. 

.What is the attitude of parents toward money and material 
possessions which their children observe in them.'^ 

How do the parents treat others less fortunate than them- 
selves ? 

Do the parents indulge in gossip? Do they hold grudges 
and nurse prejudices? Are they socially ambitious? Do they 
ignore the rights and feelings of others in their efforts to get 
themselves ahead? 

Hard questions to answer, but children unconsciously reflect 
the answers parents give in their own daily conduct. 

Only less important than living the kind of life which sets 
the Christian example before children is the program of con- 
scious instruction which parents must give to their children 
to distinguish between right and wrong, and to do that which 
is pleasing in the eyes of God. 

In the book of Deuteronomy we read, “And these words, 
which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and 
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children.” 

No ifs, ands or buts about that statement. It is the strong- 
est kind of imperative- aimed directly at parents. No shuffling 
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off of responsibility to school or church. The Bible here puts 
the most important responsibility laid upon anyone squarely 
where it belongs — in the hands of fathers and mothers. It 
follows that to be able to teach these things diligently, parents 
must have a good deal more than a passing acquaintance with 
the great textbook in which these teachings are contained. 

What then are the practical suggestions that should be given 
to parents, who, like Betty, with her high resolve but also 
ignorance of method, would have the Bible speak with win- 
someness and authority to their children. 

First, let the child emerge from earliest babyhood into an 
awareness that the Bible is one of the beautiful things of life. 
I like the custom followed in some churches of giving a beau- 
tifully bound Bible to children when they join the cradle roll 
— ^for a while to be nothing more than a bright object to handle 
and for mother to talk about; an anchoring in the little mind 
of the idea that here is a Book that is unlike and above and 
more wonderful than any other book. For children today are 
born into a world of many books. 

Second, let parents train themselves to use this Book with 
their children. If they feel they need help in this, let them con- 
sult their pastor. If this proves unprofitable, let them write to 
the Sunday-school department of their denomination. If there 
is access to a good library, let them browse among the Bible- 
books for children. Let their single aim, however, from all this 
study be to train themselves to make the Bible fascinating to 
their children. Let them avoid what often tempts parents from 
the path to true success — the reading from books about the 
Bible or books based on the Bible rather than from the Bible 
itself. It is the Bible itself that should be in a mother’s hands 
as she reads. Yes, there are Bibles with pictures and big type 
and other devices to interest children. But a mother’s prepara- 
tion should be to train herself to be the interpreter for her child 
as she reads from the sacred text itself. 

Third, at an early age let the child be presented with a good, 
readable Bible of his own, if possible with a leather binding 
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bearing his name in gold letters. The best book in a child^s 
life should be the best-looking book he owns. Let the parents’ 
reading be done from this particular Bible in the days before 
the child becomes a facile reader for himself. 

Fourth, let the parents (and this usually means mother) real- 
ize that to be sure of success the work must be largely done in 
the pre-school years. It is during those precious sixty months 
when mother has the child to herself that the emphasis can be 
given. Much help, of course, will come from the beginners’ 
and the primary departments of the Sunday school, but it is 
only in rare cases that a “set” for life has been achieved there 
without valiant support at home. 

Fifth, and above all else, let the parents live the Bible before 
their children. The children are reading them with more in- 
terest than they do any book. It is through the children’s love 
for them that love for the Book is added to knowledge of its 
contents. And it is love for, and not simply knowledge of, the 
Bible that will keep it in their lives. It is love for the Bible 
that they will gain through their natural love for their parents. 
Let mother and father be found reading and talking about the 
Book; yes, and attending the church and the Sunday school 
that gather around the Book; all this, but something more. Let 
the parents live blamelessly together, being “kindly aflectioned” 
toward each other; “in honor preferring” each other; creating 
by their reverence, their restraint, their evident daily comrade- 
ship with Christ, that atmosphere which makes home into 
heaven. 

All this costs but little money; but it costs much prayer, much 
study, much persistence and much patience. Its reward is price- 
less — a child to whom the Bible speaks — and some day a man 
after God’s own heart. 
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o N FRIDAY MORNINGS, all 
through the years it has been the custom for the office staff at the 
Bible House, home of the American Bible Society in New York, 
to meet for Bible reading, prayer, and meditation for half an hour. 
Then came Friday, AprE 13, 1945. There was only one thought 
uppermost in everybody’s mind that day. The President of the 
United States was dead. There was only one theme for the 
Bible House meeting that seemed appropriate, “Mr. Roosevelt 
and the Bible.” The leader appointed for the day, although the 
time for preparation was short, knew that the material was 
abundant. He remembered that ten years before, at the time 
of the national celebration of the 400th anniversary of the first 
printing of the entire Bible in English, Mr. Roosevelt had con- 
sented to prepare an address for a nation-wide broadcast. Since 
then the President had written letters annually at Bible Sunday 
time to the Society comiriending the reading of the Scriptures. 
So the leader of the Bible House meeting on April 13th began 
to collect his material. So abundant was it found to be and so 
aptly had the President used God’s Word on all sorts of occa- 
sions that when the meeting was over it was decided to con- 
tinue the research. The bound volutoes of the President’s 
speeches available in the public library were reviewed. They 
covered the first eight years of Mr. Roosevelt’s administration. 
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The official material as yet unbound emanating from the last 
four years, examined from micro film, yielded many more ref- 
erences. Then a brand new idea was born. It was decided to 
supplement these excerpts from the President s letters and ad- 
dresses with a score of his most frequently used Scripture pas- 
sages, prepare a brochure and present copies of it to the delegates 
to the United Nation’s Conference on International Organiza- 
tion, then meting in San Francisco. The material was prepared 
in English, in Spanish and in Russian. The conception of such 
a conference was born in Mr. Roosevelt’s fertile mind. The 
delegates, almost to a man, held the late President in highest 
esteem. What an hour it was to tell a world of nations through 
their chosen leaders that the winsome strength of their late 
departed friend was rooted in his devotion to the God of Peace 
through the knowledge of Him imparted through His Holy 
Word. 

Now all this is, in itself, a glorious fact, that a President 
of the United States should be so well versed in the Word of 
God. But the still more glorious fact is that in this respect Mr. 
Roosevelt was not unique. Almost every president among the 
whole thirty-two has been devoted to the Bible and familiar 
with its teachings. And the new incumbent of our highest office 
is no exception. Every Christian in the land I am sure, felt 
the thrill I did, when, on facing a sea of anxious faces in Wash- 
ington on April i6, 1945, Harry Truman, in concluding his 
address before Congress, said, “At this moment, I have in my 
heart a prayer. As I assume my heavy duties, I humbly pray 
to Almighty God, in the words of Solomon: ‘Give, therefore, 
thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that 
I may discern betwen good and bad: for who is able to judge 
this thy so great a people.’ ” 

Mrs. Woodrow Wilson has preserved in her Memoir a lovely 
story from that other President who gave his life fighting for 
world peace. After our country entered the war a soldier leaving 
for the front asked President Wilson if he would join in an 
agreement to read a chapter of the Bible each day. The President 
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promised to do so. His working day, says Mrs. Wilson, began 
at six in the morning and often continued till midnight. But 
the President did not allow the pressure of other things to 
crowd out the daily Bible reading. Out of this experience, pos- 
sibly, came one of the last utterances the great scholar-president 
made. He said, “I have a very simple thing to ask of you. I ask 
of every man and woman in this audience that from this day 
on they will realize that part of the destiny of America lies in 
their daily perusal of this great Book.” 

What Mr. Wilson said is reminiscent of what a subsequent 
incumbent of the White House, Calvin Coolidge, later wrote 
in his simple straightforward manner. He said: “The founda- 
tions of our society and our government rest so much on the 
teachings of the Bible, that it would be difficult to support them, 
if faith in these teachings should cease to be practically uni- 
versal in our country.” 

I don’t know of a really satisfactory definition of a statesman. 
I find that most of the men we now think of as statesmen were 
castigated as villains by an appreciable section of their contem- 
poraries. Abraham Lincoln was called a cheap trader in votes, 
George Washington, a charlatan. But one thing I have discov- 
ered in practically all of our greatest Americans and which I 
am certain is needed if a leader in our Western democratic world 
is to ever be regarded as a statesman: he must know and be- 
lieve in the teachings of the Bible with such zeal that he is 
ready to die for them. 

And what I say for America I think is also true of England. 
William E. Gladstone, possibly as colossal a figure in state- 
craft as our modern world has produced, once said: “The Gos- 
pel can and will correct anything that needs correction. My 
only hope for the world is in bringing the human mind into 
contact with divine revelation.” Then the great Prime Min- 
ister added this striking observation, “I have known ninety- 
five great men of the world in my time, and of these eighty- 
seven were all followers of the Bible.” 

When we raise our eyes to take in wider horizons in our 
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generation we have reason to rejoice in the fact that not only 
in our Anglo-American civilization but elsewhere in the world 
the Bible is speaking with authority to statesmen. The present 
plight of China is incomprehensible to us Americans and her 
immediate future, even though she has emerged on the winning 
side of the war, is fraught with dark and terrible uncertainties, 
but if her present leadership can be maintained and its devotion 
to the Bible handed on to those who guide her ship of state, 
China will emerge as a mighty blessing to mankind just as 
America has done in the past three centuries. 

Whenever I tend to grow pessimistic about China, about 
whether she will resist the ardent spirit of Communism, or 
whether she will ever be able to stabilize her government, or 
her economy, or rise above her illiteracy, or shake off her be- 
nighted forms of ancient religion, I think of that day when, in 
December, 1936, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek was kidnapped 
and held a prisoner in the city of Sian for two weeks. He made 
only one specific request for his personal comfort. He asked to 
be provided with a Bible. When he was released and restored 
to power, he refused to punish his enemies. His reason, as he 
expressed it in a beautiful statement released on Good Friday 
in 1937, was that he was following Christ’s example and the 
Master’s injunction to forgive to seventy times seven. Chiang 
Kai-shek is still the great man of China because he follows the 
Greater Man of his Bible. 

Russia, in spite of the determined policy of the Bolsheviks 
throughout the past twenty years, has a great heritage be- 
queathed by certain of her statesmen in the past who have heard 
the Bible’s irresistible directives. Here is the story of a little 
Russian lad who was destined one day to become Russia’s em- 
peror. His name was Alexander. One day he seemed to be 
unusually sad and thoughtful. When his father, who was the 
Emperor Nicholas, asked the reason, Alexander replied that 
he was thinking of the poor serfs; and added, "‘When I become 
emperor, I will emancipate them.” This startled Emperor Nich- 
olas and his courtiers. They asked the boy what caused him to 
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to be interested in the welfare of the serfs. Alexander answered, 
“Reading the Bible, which teaches that all men are brothers.” 
When Nicholas II died, and Alexander succeeded him, the 
Crimean war was just coming to a close. But six years later, 
just two months after the formal issuance of the Emancipation 
Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln, Alexander II of Russia issued 
a manifesto freeing 23,000,000 Russian serfs. The Russia of to- 
morrow is going to know more of this story than does the 
Russia of today for the signs ail point to a great resurgence of 
interest in the Bible in Russia. 

Statesmanship is generally regarded as holding the highest 
possibilities of any form of human leadership. If it is exercised 
under the guidance of God’s Word, then there is hope for the 
nations. For a national leader, trusted by the people, who, on 
his part humbly listens to God’s unchanging Word and com- 
mends God’s victorious way to the people — ^he becomes a mighty 
channel of God’s grace. 

Such a man finds his prototypes throughout the sacred Book 
itself — ^Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Daniel, Paul. How different they were from one another yet 
how alike in this respect that in spite of the prominence accorded 
them, they resisted the temptations that assail most men of ca- 
pacity for human leadership, and humbly transmitted to their 
people the wisdom and the judgments of Almighty God. 

Make this test when you have finished this paragraph. Write 
down a list of all the great men you can think of to whom 
the Bible spoke and then opposite their names write the evi- 
dences that the world was a better, more hopeful world because 
they had lived and spoken and led the people of their day and 
generation. Just do this and see where you come out. Such men 
are the milestones on the road to everlasting peace. 
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(3ne of the shining hours o£ 
my life, that has never lost its lustre, was an hour I spent some 
years ago under a tree at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. I was alone 
with one of the most interesting men I have ever met. He was 
the late Arthur Nash, clothing manufacturer. The country by 
that time had practically forgotten his real first name because 
everyone called him Golden Rule Nash. This nickname was 
an eloquent description of the man. He believed that Matthew 
7:12 was to be taken seriously, that in every human relation- 
ship a man should keep putting himself in the other fellow’s 
place and see how he’d like it. Mr. Nash believed this should 
be done even in the relationship of labor and management. 

I had heard his story from the platform of the conference 
we were both attending, but I wanted to ask him some specific 
questions. During our little chat under the tree he related inci- 
dents from the lives of his employes that I shall never forget — 
of the buttonhole maker, for instance, who simply couldn’t 
believe there was not some trick in it somewhere when his 
employer, for no apparent reason at all, suddenly doubled his 
wages. 

Applying the Golden Rule, Arthur Nash began to do just 
this sort of thing when he first took over the business. He short- 
ened the hours; he improved the working conditions; he gave 
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vacations with pay. He avoided all semblance of paternalism, 
taking his employees into his management councils. And with 
what result? The business grew by leaps and bounds. The in- 
creased costs were more than compensated by the honest response 
of better workmanship and the resultant improvement in the 
finished product. 

Then Mr. Nash told me what he was planning to do the com- 
ing year. He did it too. I read all about it in the papers. He 
called his 2500 employees together in a downtown theatre where 
he gave them a talk. He urged them to join a union. He said, 
'‘We have greatly improved our wages and conditions of work 
but I think that you employees are not practicing the Golden 
Rule. You are thinking only of yourselves and the better con- 
ditions you enjoy in our factory. If you are really religious you 
will also think of all clothing workers in the entire industry, 
some of whom are not as favorably situated as you are, and the 
only effective way that you can help those thousands of other 
clothing workers is by joining a labor union through which 
you can help improve the lot of all workers.” 

Then a strange thing happened. There was a long heated dis- 
cussion as to whether to join a union or not. Confidence in and 
affection for their employer finally swung the vote in favor of 
affiliation. 

Of course I followed every bit of news that came out about 
Arthur Nash until his untimely death a few years later. I even 
bought some of his clothes. When one of the suits I bought 
proved defective after several weeks’ wear, they made a new one 
for me at no extra charge. The Golden Rule spoke directly 
through Arthur Nash to one of the most intensely competitive 
lines of business in the world and brought conspicuous success. 

We need to do some straight thinking and earnest praying 
about this situation just now, for we are in the midst of one of 
those eras when the labor relationships in the nation’s life are 
going to tax the temper of our democracy to the limit. 

I have just been digesting a review of the developments in this 
whole resdess field for the year 1944. There are many bright spots 
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ia the story. In spite of ail that boils up to the surface, we are 
far nearer the solution of the problem than we were, say, twenty- 
five years ago. One of the reasons for this improvement is the 
spread of the basic philosophy on both sides of the argument that 
the only hope for peace and understanding is respect for the 
sacredness of the individual life of a man. And this is basic in 
the teachings of the Bible — both the Old Testament and the New. 
Another helpful sign which recalls the Scriptural injunction 
“Come, let us reason together” is the increase in the practice of 
labor-management committees in local plants. I have yet to dis- 
cover an instance where management and labor agreed to talk it 
out rather than fight it out, that peaceful relations have not been 
achieved and a profitable business done. Round table conferences 
always result in supplanting the rule of force with the rule of 
reason. It is human nature to be down on what you are not up 
on. In the past there have been too many cases of the employer 
who, because he has never “sat where the employee sat,” has 
never with complete candor and honesty talked over their differ- 
ences but has gone on feeling that the employee is his foe, looking 
for every chance he can find to gouge some more wages and privi- 
leges or some less time out of him. And for the same reason there 
have always been far too many employees who have avoided all 
intimate contact with their employers, regarding them as greedy 
tycoons they cannot trust, who would make slaves out of their 
workers if they dare. 

We should recognize that just here lies the deepest and most 
distressing factor in our common life. How are we going to recon- 
cile the viewpoints and the resultant practices of the man who is, 
let us say, a practical visionary, who has seen and brought into 
being a great industry; an inventor, maybe, who has conceived of 
some commodity that the world demands on sight, has perfected 
a profitable process for its mass production and has amassed a 
huge fortune because of his courage and capacity. In the nature 
of the case he has become the employer of tens of thousands of 
his fellow men. How are we going to reconcile his status with 
that of one of the men whom he employs, a man, let us say, like 
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most of us, who is aot gifted with the genius of an inventor or 
an industrial giant — would rather have his work assigned him 
and be taught how to do it, is content if his wages are sufHcient 
to enable him to support his family decently and provide some- 
thing for a rainy day, something to cover accidents and illnesses, 
something to ease the day of unemployment and the needs of 
old age. 

I do not believe there is any practical solution for harmonizing 
these viewpoints other than the principles of Jesus Christ declared 
to the world from the pages of Scripture. And from my observa- 
tion, I am ready to say that everywhere it is honestly tried, it 
works. 

For the past two decades more and more notice has been drawn 
to a firm that is meeting with spectacular success because at its 
head is a man who calls God his Senior Partner and who treats 
him that way. He places the Bible and its teachings at the center 
of his own life and the life of his firm. Since 1939 I have been 
reading the litde weekly magazine published by this firm. About 
one-third of it is Bible exposition — ^the rest is pictures and plant 
news. 

This Bible-centered corporation sold 42 million dollars worth of 
goods in 1944 — ^mostly earth moving machinery — indispensable in 
war time for the swift building of highways and air fields and 
military camps and the clearing of jungles, and equally indispen- 
sable in these days when every community is planning to have its 
local airport. 

The founder and owner of this business refuses to get rich. In 
a recent year he turned over irrevocably to a religious foundation 
he incorporated in 1935, ninety per cent of the company’s profits. 
This foundation is organized (and I quote it from its charter) 
‘‘to teach, promulgate and disseminate the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
throughout the world.” 

On the other side of the picture this employer has done every- 
thing that enlightened management includes in its service to its 
employees, high wages, modern housing at low rates, group in- 
surance, and pretty nearly everything else you ever heard of in 
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the way of benefits for the employee. For the most part, too, these 
benefits are not administered by management but by the workers 
themselves. That the workers are content is revealed in the pay- 
roll turnover which, not counting those drafted into military serv- 
ice, was less than three per cent for the four war years. 

Someone said to the head of this firm, ‘T suppose your religious 
emphasis helps the morale of your organization.” “It certainly 
does,” was the reply, “but that is only a by-product. We are seek- 
ing first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. He adds 
all the rest.” 

The erroneous notion, too widely held that “business is busi- 
ness” and religion is something apart needs to be dissolved by 
those who carry responsibility on either side of the industrial pic- 
ture. If the Bible, by its direct application to political life could 
bring modern democracy into being and furnish the light and the 
leading that has brought it so triumphantly to this hour (and this 
is the simple fact), then who shall say that the same body of 
teaching cannot produce a workable economic democracy. 

The Bible, and particularly the New Testament, takes hold of 
the labor problem with bare hands. A large proportion of Jesus’ 
practical teachings is in the field of economics — and naturally so, 
for He was a carpenter Himself. To say that what Jesus taught 
must be discounted because He lived in a simple agricultural era 
while we live in a complicated industrial one is to beg the ques- 
tion. Labor problems are moral problems. They are to be solved 
in the realm of human personality which is no different now than 
it was two thousand years ago. Jesus’ platform, announced in 
Luke 4:18-19 is as applicable to twentieth century America as it 
was to first century Palestine: Something must be done for the 
poor, the broken-hearted, the captives, the blind, the bruised. 

How plainly Jesus speaks to the offenders on both sides, to the 
“respectable” people who rob the poor; men who exploit little 
children; employers who falsify accounts. And on the other side 
the Bible condemns the man whose only concern in his job is to 
make the most money he can and that other man who shouts, 
like the Israelites under Moses, “Let us alone, that we may serve 
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the Egyptians” (their bosses who enslaved them) and still the 
other type who refuses to study his situation intelligendy — the fel- 
low of whom the proverb says, “Seest thou a man wise in his own 
conceits? There is more hope for a fool than for him/’ 

Here is the manual for labor and for management. Our coun- 
try is ripe for a leader who has mastered his Bible’s practical 
teachings and can successfully launch a nation-wide program of 
study in the application of its principles to the problems involved 
in one of the most difficult of our social relationships to manage — 
the relationship between employers and the men they employ. 



THE BIBLE SPEAKS 


to Farmers 


R 

jL Xave you been running across 
the new English word “decibel”? I have recently seen it so ojEtcn 
that I looked it up. Electrical engineers coined it about nine years 
ago. For us laymen, it denotes the measure of the volume of 
sound: and we will be interested to know that the last syllable 
reflects, with one missing letter, the name of Alexander Graham 
Bell, the inventor of the telephone. Well, what I want to say in 
this chapter is that the Bible speaks to farm folks several decibels 
louder than it does to any other class of people on earth. The 
whole back-drop of the Bible is an agricultural scene. Most of the 
leading characters, even though they were also soldiers, kings, 
prophets or wise men, were also farmers, shepherds or ranchmen. 
Just run through the list — ^Abraham, his sons, his grandsons, 
Moses, Saul, David, Amos. Even those Bible writers who were 
themselves not farmers, — Isaiah, Jeremiah, Luke, Paul — expressed 
themselves in terms of agriculture and animal husbandry. The 
world of the Bible was an outdoor world with God’s fields for its 
carpet and His starry sky for its canopy. City-bred Americans 
sometimes wonder how the simple-living people of China, India, 
Malaysia and Korea can understand the Bible. Let us recall that 
the Bible reflects a type of life with which most of them are more 
familiar than are many of us with all our urban sophistication. 

Consider for a moment the teachings of Jesus. One could not 
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understand them unless he knew something about farming. In 
His parables the great teacher runs the whole gamut of plowing, 
sowing, growing, weeding, reaping, gleaning, binding, threshing, 
winnowing, and marketing. Jesus has given us a veritable photo- 
graph of his own soul in the tenth chapter of John. Read it again 
and see how familiar was the Master with the life and work of 
a shepherd. 

The terms of farm life are inextricably woven into the fabric 
of the Bible’s language. Three of the prophets, Isaiah, Micah and 
Joel reflect, as Dr. and Mrs. J. Lane Miller have pointed out in 
their valuable “Encyclopedia of Bible Life,” not only the scarcity 
of metal but the ageless longing for peace by their use of the 
striking figure, “they shall beat their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks.” A banker in one of Jesus^ par- 
ables is described as one who reaped where he did not sow. Isaiah, 
who certainly was an urban courtier, describes a military opera- 
tion against Israels enemies by saying, “I will make thee a new 
sharp threshing instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the 
mountains, and beat them small and shall make the hills as chaff.” 

Paul was a city man and of the scholarly type but in his most 
impassioned letter, that to the Galatians, he reverts to the lan- 
guage of the farm when he warns, “he that soweth to his flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” In the Bible a man’s 
wealth was measured in agricultural terms. In I Samuel, Nabal is 
described thus ; “the man was very great. He had 3,000 sheep and 
1,000 goats.” And in Jesus’ familiar parable, the rich man didn’t 
buy more stocks and bonds; he built larger barns. 

In the fifteenth Proverb is a homey maxim that is packed with 
meaning couched in farmer’s terms. It reads, “Better is a dinner 
of herbs, where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith,” 
meaning that a happy home where there is little meat, the food 
of festive occasions, is better than an unhappy home with all its 
luxuries. A stalled ox in Bible times was the equivalent of an 
ultra-modern domestic deep freezer in which a month’s supply of 
perishable foods may be stored. A prosperous year is exultantly 
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described by Amos in these words, '‘Beloved, the days come, saith 
the Lord, when the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the 
treader of grapes him that soweth sced/^ one season, that is, tram- 
pling on the heels of its predecessor. 

Deeper still, the very religion of the Bible is ceremonially rooted 
in its calendar of festivals, all of them apparently reflecting the 
cycle of the agricultural year, celebrating lambing time, the be- 
ginning and the end of harvest and the ingathering of the fruits. 

So the Bible speaks the farmer’s language and the farmer’s lan- 
guage changes little for he is dealing with the unchangeable fac- 
tors of outdoor life. 

From the angle of the modern economist, the farmer is re- 
garded as an entrepreneur, that is, one who, in producing com- 
modities, organizes the enterprise and assumes the risks. From the 
Bible’s angle, however, the farmer is not an entrepreneur at all. 
He is a share-cropper with God as his partner. How different is 
the farmer with his dependence on the mysterious life-giving 
properties of the soil and the uncontrollable changes in the 
weather from the city man who, in most cases, works in a man- 
made and a man-controlled environment. 

Let us examine this assumption a bit more closely. The farmer 
works in the presence of unlimited power. In the great industrial 
plant, if something goes wrong at the power house, the workers 
are dismissed. Their lathes, their die-cutters, their welding torches 
are useless, the very light by which they work has gone out. Not 
so the farmer. When some one asked the farmer when he went 
to work, he answered, ‘1 never do. I get up and my work is all 
around me.” Exactly, for the power with which the farmer works 
is never shut off. His principal tool is the soil from which the 
power is never turned off. Furthermore, the power is that mysteri- 
ous power called life. The giver of that life is God, the God who 
speaks in the Bible. The thoughtful farmer naturally comes to 
think of himself as a co-worker with God in the production of 
those things which are the prime essentials of all human life. The 
Bible where God speaks becomes his worker’s manual. 

There is a dignity inherent in all this that sweetens and cn- 
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nobles the farmer’s souL It spreads to his family for the farmer’s 
task is a family enterprise. A family gathered around the Bible 
is the making of the church and the church is the molder of a 
society that holds forth the promises of the kingdom. 

It is to be expected then that the farmer should understand his 
Bible and reflect its spirit more than his city cousin does, that his 
religion is more unquestioning and his life filled with satisfac- 
tions of the spirit that the city man can seldom understand. 

Do the facts bear this out? Are the farmers of our country 
closer to the Bible than are city people? A few years ago one of 
the great woman s magazines made a survey of rural attitudes in 
comparison with those of city dwellers. Among the findings were 
these. Almost twice as many farm folks thought prohibition 
should return. Ten per ®ent more testified to a belief in God even 
though that was high among city folks, too. Five per cent more 
were church members, twelve per cent more attended regular- 
ly, thirteen per cent more condemned divorce and other social 
laxities. 

Well, if these are the facts, then what are the prospects? I 
should say they are not as bad as they might seem. At this very 
moment in the life of humanity when we are becoming “One 
World,” when the Gospel is available in the languages of nine- 
tenths of the people of that world, when the nations, even the 
most backward and impoverished of them, are out to liquidate 
illiteracy, that great foe of all social advance and enlightenment, — 
at this very moment, most of the people of the world are living 
on the soil and are agricultural-minded. This will tend to endear 
the Bible to them and make its accents clear, if the Bible is put 
within their reach. 

But, someone says, the great, powerful nations of the world are 
going industrial. Not only so but the vast agricultural peoples of 
the Far East are moving, too, toward the cities with their huddled 
workers and smoky skies. True enough, but the world’s prosper- 
ity will still root into the life of the farmer who feeds and clothes 
the nations. He will never utterly disappear. 

The farm group in the United States decreased from 1920 to 
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1940 from 30 per cent to 23 per cent of the population, but while 
this was happening, something else is happening, too. The rural 
non-farm group is increasing. These are the people who, with 
automobile and soon with air travel, are able to live in the coun- 
try with their gardens and their dairies, even though they work 
in the city. The group is growing. It increased in the United 
States from 1920 to 1940 by 2 per cent and will speed up rapidly 
now that the war is over. Here are the latest figures for the city of 
Indianapolis. The urban population grew 6 per cent from 1930 to 
1940 but the rural non-farm population of Marion county, sur- 
rounding the city, grew in that same period, 18 per cent — or three 
times as fast. 

Just the degree to which people are attached to the land, whether 
they are farmers or not, is likely to measure their humble depend- 
ence upon God and their consequent interest in the Bible. The 
industrial age will some day reach the place where it will give 
most of its workers a chance to live on their own little acre of 
God’s fructifying soil. Even the factory hand with his kitchen gar- 
den and his row of hollyhocks, petunias, and sunflowers will un- 
derstand the Bible better if we bring it to him. One can see the 
hand of the Eternal, dimly but surely in these vast social changes 
that sweep across the face of the earth. Back of all other men 
stands the farmer who in partnership with God provides for his 
fellows the basic necessities of all life. Deep down in every man is 
a love of those things which are the farmer’s daily stock in trade. 
Witness the sometimes pitiful little window boxes on the suimy 
side of the tenement row,- the love of flowers even if they are cut 
and will wither over night. Golf and fishing, hunting and travel, 
they all point to that longing men have to come closer to the 
things he has not made but that God has provided for him. 

It is in those realms where the unchanging verities of life hold 
sway that men come closer to God. It is here that they find the 
Bible speaking most clearly. It is here where men feel closer to 
God, where He seems to speak to them direedy and where they, 
with utter naturalness are ready to respond, as Richard Henry 
Edwards has expressed it in his sharecropper’s prayer: 
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Eternal God, who dost desire ns each to make a crop with Thee 
on Thy plantation and who art ever saying to us that Thou canst 
not make Thy crop alone — ^by Thy gracious favor and our own tire- 
less labor, help us to make a crop this year — sl crop of which we 
need not be ashamed. Thou hast been so generous ... so fair . - . 
so solicitous for us . . . we would not disappoint Thee. Help us 
not to dawdle at our work. . . . Every day Thou teachest us how 
great a thing it is to help Thee clothe and feed a naked, hungry 
world. Clothe and feed us, we beseech Thee, in the nakedness and 
hunger of our spirits that we be no more cast down, but risen and 
radiant in the light of Thy presence. . . . O God, our Father, who 
never yet hath failed to furnish us abundantly, help us this year 
not to fail Thee. Grant that this year, working with Thee in the 
wide fields of human need, we may make a crop, a great big crop, 
a clean, white crop. Amen. 
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A FEW MONTHS zgo I imdc a 

special stop on a trip returning from the West, in Toledo, Ohio, 
to verify a story I had read in the papers. It was about Stanley 
Tefft, a gunner on one of our Navy planes who had been shot 
down in the South Pacific. I visited his Toledo home while he 
was on furlough. Here was his story: With six other marooned 
airmen Tefft was guided through the Japanese shore patrols by 
friendly natives to a hideout where he remained for 87 days be- 
fore an opportunity for escape appeared. “It shows how badly a 
fellow wants to keep on living,” said Stanley, “when he fights for 
life as we did through those awful three months. I will never for- 
get that first night in the glow of their friendly campfire. We 
were getting sicker and sicker by the hour, but these loyal new 
friends of ours were doing everything they could for us. 

“The first thing they did,” he went on to say, “proved to be the 
best. One native, who spoke pretty good English, handed us a 
Bible — it was one that some missionaries had given him years ago 
when they came to the island. Every night we had a religious 
service. I wish you could have seen that gathering. Those were 
the only moments when I forgot my wounds, my tormented 
nerves, my starving tissues. It was no elaborate ceremony. In fact 
all we did was to sing old hymns and read the Bible, taking turns. 
A sound movie of those evening meetings would convince the 
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most skeptical American that there was something real about for- 
eign missions. For these natives do not simply have this Bible in 
their hands. They have it in their hearts. They are living it. They 
are as gentle and thoughtful and clean-living as any church folks 
you ever saw. God had become from the pages of that Book very 
real to them. Often I would think as I tried to sleep through those 
awful nights how it would seem to be one of those islanders, 
doomed to live and die on that little spot of land. But they had 
Christ in their hearts and life meant everything to them because 
of that. 

“As for me,” Stanley went on, “I was a nominal Christian when 
I was a kid. You know the kind. I had been brought up in Sun- 
day school and believed in God in a general sort of a way. I sel- 
dom went to church and it didn’t mean much to me when I did. 
But it is all different now. Those informal evening gatherings 
with only the Bible and a few songs in a hideout on a nameless 
South Sea Island did something to me that will never be undone. 
I go to church now every chance I get. You can tell the world 
that I am now a devout Christian.” 

And what of the other six men.?* Stanley said that no man under 
their circumstances could read the Bible daily and observe what 
faith in Christ had done for those native islanders, and remain 
any longer indifferent to the claims of his Saviour. “It took the 
native converts of foreign missionaries,” said Stanley, “to bring 
seven fellows from a so-called Christian land to see the need of re- 
pentance and faith and I believe the other men were as completely 
changed as I am.” 

Now Stanley Tefft’s story might not be so very convincing if 
it had to stand alone. But it doesn’t stand alone. I recently ran 
across and read through a book devoted to this very subject. In 
the preface the author says that as a result of his inquiries to 
gather such material the incidents came in “not in twos or threes, 
or even dozens, but in scores, perhaps hundreds.” Let us rehearse 
two or three more. They are enormously significant for tomor- 
row’s world. 

On another nameless island a band of natives provided a 
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Thanksgiving Day entertainment for an American artillery bat- 
talion stationed there. After some familiar American songs that 
brought tears to the soldiers’ eyes as the little black children sang 
them, the chief arose. First he spoke to his people in their own 
language and then turned to the soldiers. As he did, he opened a 
book from which he began to read. It was the Bible, but in this 
case, not the English Bible. Later the soldiers discovered that the 
chief had read to them from a Bible in his native tongue, trans- 
lating into English as he read! 

In the Solomons, a soldier tells how he sought out a quiet spot 
just off a jungle trail to read his Bible. Suddenly he was con- 
fronted by a huge, almost naked native with a club in his hand. 
Instead of using the club, however, he pointed with his other 
hand to the soldier’s boc^. “That Bible?” he asked, whereupon he 
took the book from the soldier and reverently read aloud a chap- 
ter from Isaiah, That was all. With a smile, the big native handed 
the book back to the soldier and walked away. 

Nor should we carelessly write off all the Japanese as inhuman 
savages. The Bible has had its way with them and may yet be- 
come the making of their nation as it remade England, gave birth 
to America and is slowly transforming huge China at this very 
hour. During the fighting in New Guinea, a digger was left for 
dead by the side of the trail. Later he recovered consciousness and 
lay there, expecting every moment that Japanese soldiers would 
arrive and finish him off. Finally four Japanese did arrive. To the 
wounded man’s surprise, instead of killing him, they lifted him 
gently and carried him to the side of a track in another part of 
the forest. Before leaving him one of them said in broken English, 
“You be quite safe here. Some your countrymen arrive soon, pick 
you up. We Christians, too; we hate war.” 

Back of all these stories lies the quiet penetration of the Pacific 
begun a century and a half ago by missionaries who laid un- 
shakable foundations in the message of God’s Word. They took 
the Bible and translated it into the tongues of the Island peoples, 
in Samoa, the Fijis, the Solomons, the Marshalls until some of 
these islands have become the clearest examples of a truly Chris- 
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tian community to be foarid anywhere on earth and our fighting 
men are reaping the benefits. 

Way back in 1852 a Congregational missionary named Snow 
began to reduce the language spoken by the people on that Caro- 
line Island named Kusaie — one of the stepping stones toward 
Tokyo, between Tarawa and Saipan, with aU of which every in- 
telligent American is now so well acquainted. Eventually with 
the help of the American Bible Society the whole Bible appeared 
in that language about twenty years ago. Before the days of the 
missionary, Kusaie had been a place of horrors unspeakable, made 
all the worse by the visits of unscrupulous whaling crews, I regret 
to say, from Boston. Now, by contrast, here is a picture gleaned 
from a recent conversation with the King of the Island — King 
John Sigrah. **Haw many murders a year now,” the King was 
asked. '‘There has not been a native murder in my lifetime,” said 
the King and he was sixty years old when he said it. 

“Well, then, how many minor offences? How many cases of 
detention in your jail in a year?” 

“Jail,” exclaimed the King, “but there is no jail.” 

“But you must have some place to put the tipsy ones.” 

“But there is no drinking on Kusaie,” was the answer* “No 
native has been known to taste alcohol in the past thirty years.” 

Marriage is a sacred thing in Kusaie. Divorce is unknown. 
There is no brothel, no medicine men, and as one observer writes, 
there is so little need for medicine that in the days just before the 
war the Japanese doctor spent his time fishing. Back of this almost 
Utopian story of Kusaie lies the tale of a heroine who belongs in 
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. She was Miss Elizabeth Bald- 
win, an American Congregational missionary who lost her eye- 
sight reading the proof of the Kusaien Bible refusing to wait the 
many months for her broken spectacles to be replaced. 

Tell it to the Marines? Let the Marines tell you that the mis- 
sionary’s work was thoroughly done. It was no whitewash of 
primitive heathenism. Lowell Cutler, a lad from Boone, Iowa, 
summed up his impressions of the Bible-reading and Bible-living 
natives he had lived with in the Solomons in these words: 
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‘‘Many a night, as I listened to them^ I could feel the pull of 
God, and my heart would fill my throat and almost bring tears 
to my eyes * . 

A Marine Captain writing from another South Pacific island 
wrote home in these eloquent words his impressions of the work 
of the Bible and of those who had brought it there. “The first 
missionary,” he wrote, “spent fifty-fiye years here; it was five years 
before he gained his first convert. The local memorial inscription 
says of him in the native language, ‘When he came there was no 
light; when he left, there was no darkness.* One thinks of that 
130th verse of the 119th Psalm, “The entrance of thy words giveth 
light/* 

And what of the Philippines, the thrilling new experiment in 
Island Statehood in the Pacific? It would have no future apart 
from the Bible. The American Bible Society has been working 
with missionaries to popularize the Bible there for over forty 
years. The whole Bible has been translated into eight of the prin- 
cipal Philippine languages and parts of it into seven more. All of 
these languages had first been reduced to written form by die mis- 
sionaries, The Bible House in Manila became a busy spot of proof- 
reading, binding, storing and selling of Bibles by a large crew of 
workers. Then came December 8, 1941. No word was heard from 
Mr. Henry Fonger, the Bible Society Secretary, from late in that 
awful December until liberation three years later. It brought bad 
news and good. In the true spirit of the missionary — “soldier of 
the cross” is the everlastingly right term by which to describe 
them— “Mr. and Mrs. Fonger asked to stay on for perhaps a year 
to get the work underway again although they had been half 
starved for the past three years in their internment camp and had 
lost their only child, a boy, during those dark days. 

Among the items of good news is that, although the Bible 
House and adjoining warehouse were totally destroyed, the vault 
in which were kept the precious plates for printing the Bibles in 
the various languages was not hurt and probably ninety per cent 
of the plates are unharmed. Meanwhile, the Bible is beginning 
again to speak to the liberated Filipinos. Besides English, Spanish 
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and Chinese Bibles and Testaments which have been sent through 
Chaplains, 250,000 Gospel portions in Tagalog, Ilocano, Panayan 
and Cebuan have been struck ofj in this country and are on their 
way to Mr. Fonger. From the other end the plates for the entire 
Bible in the native tongues have been shipped to San Francisco 
so that new editions may be printed as quickly as possible here. 

For more than a century the Bible has been speaking with 
mighty purifying power in the Islands of the Seven Seas. In the 
postwar days, with the testimony and the money of many a 
marine, a sailor and a soldier behind it, it will speak with even 
greater authority. 
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to an Awakening Orient 



W-^ ONE SAYS that the Bible 
is the world’s greatest book he is not indulging in a glittering 
hyperbole; he is stating one o£ the most heavily documented facts 
there is. The Bible is the oldest book in common use. It is in 
common use more widely than any other book. It appears in 
more languages than any other book. It has influenced the life of 
the world beyond any other book. It lies behind the political 
structure, the literature, the art, the social customs of the world’s 
most promising nations, to a degree enjoyed by no other book. 

To these amazing facts must be added another — that the Bible 
is increasing in popularity today beyond anything it has ever en- 
joyed before. Unknown for centuries outside of Europe, the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa, it followed hard on the heels of the 
discoverers of the new world in the 15th and i6th centuries and 
wherever it was read and followed, it traced the patterns of new 
world thinking. With the expansion of the world mission of the 
church and the establishment of the Bible Societies in England 
and America about the beginning of the 19th century, the Bible 
was carried to India, China, Black Africa and the Islands of the 
Seas. Since the year 1800 the Scriptures have found their way in 
printed form into 997 languages that before that date did not pos- 
sess them. Among these are most of the tongues used by the vast 
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populations of the Orient and Africa, and many of those spoken 
by the millions of Indians living in Central and South America. 

But this is only the beginning of the story. The Bible, already 
for centuries the world’s greatest book, stands today on the thresh- 
old of a new era of popularity and use that can, if we seize our 
opportunity, multiply by many times the unrivalled usefulness it 
has demonstrated in the past. 

For several years preceding the outbreak of the second World 
War the American Bible Society issued estimates that the distribu- 
tion of Bibles, New Testaments and portions of the Bible through- 
out the world lay somewhere between 25 and 30 million copies 
each year. It now begins to appear that these figures, which far 
surpass those of any other book, will soon, if we are faithful 
stewards, be multiplied several times. 

The indications at present are that with the return of peace and 
a reasonable degree of social stability to the Orient the demand 
for the Christian Scriptures there will be so enormous that, if we 
help them meet it, there may easily be a far greater distribution 
in China alone year after year than the whole world has known 
before. This sounds like an extravagant assertion. The records of 
the Bible Societies, however, reveal that for several years just be- 
fore the outbreak of hostilities in China in 1937, approximately 
onc-third of the world’s total Scripture distribution, composed 
mostly of Gospel portions, was made in China alone. 

What then are some of these indications that the Bible is speak- 
ing with new authority to the awakening Orient. 

Consider India. The problems there are colossal. Some of Chris- 
tianity’s chief rival faiths have their greatest strength in India. 
India’s poverty and social unrest are, maybe, unmatched any- 
where, The clash of races in India is exceeded only by the confusion 
of tongues and dialects which her people speak. The linguistic 
Survey of India describes 179 languages and 544 dialects in use in 
this great sub-continent. Translations of the Scriptures have been 
made already into 121 of these, including all the great languages 
spoken by tens of millions of people. And the Old Book is having 
its way with the Indian heart as it has had with the British and 
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the American heart. The Maharajah of Travancore, a few years 
ago said, “Of one thing I am convinced; do what you will, oppose 
it as we may, it is the Christian Bible that will sooner or later 
work out the regeneration of our land.” And a humble mission- 
ary who has put in a long life of devoted service in India testifies 
of the nationals among whom he worked that they could not re- 
sist the story of the cross. 

The postwar projects for the Bible in Siam, Indo-China, Burma, 
Assam and other Far Eastern countries are equally bright. Mis- 
sionaries have been at work in these lands for more than a cen- 
tury and the Bible has been available in all their chief tongues 
for many decades. In the midst of the tensions that mark the re- 
lationships of these countries with the Bible-producing democra- 
cies of the West, the Bible will on its own hold the place it has 
won in all these civilizations. As the leaders of every nation on 
earth examine the claims of democracy, as they are undoubtedly 
going to do in the coming years, they will not fail to discover that 
the Bible has been democracy’s textbook. Many students in these 
oriental lands will go on to demonstrate that the Scriptures among 
them may achieve results in government, in economics, in social 
life that have not yet been achieved in the Western world. 

When one turns to China he can catch a partial vision of what 
an oriental civilization, once it takes the Bible to its heart, can do. 
Here is a nation comprising at least one-fifth of the people in the 
world. Their uninterrupted cultural history of over 4000 years has 
unified them to a remarkable extent. Although they speak many 
dialects, we are informed that they have a written language com- 
mon to the vast majority of the people.Mighty movements are 
underway, moreover, to simplify the complexities of both their 
written and their spoken language, and a great literacy campaign 
is being promoted in many areas. 

Meanwhile the Bible has become deeply rooted in China’s life. 
It has been accepted into her highest literary circles, and, as in our 
own culture, is beginning to be reflected in her national literature 
and social viewpoints. 

But more significant still are the movements toward the in- 
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digenous translating, producing and distributing of the Bible. 
During her first war-time visit to this country in 1943 when 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek received the officers of the American 
Bible Society in New York for a conference about China and the 
Bible, she revealed that under the direction of the Generalissimo 
and herself, Chinese Christian scholars had been retained to un- 
dertake a new translation of the Bible. All the versions now in 
use in China are, of course, basically the work of foreigners — 
much as though our English Bible had been translated for us by 
Greeks or Egyptians. Someday the Chinese will have a Bible, let 
us hope, that is as much their own, linguistically, as our glori- 
ous King James is ours. During the conversations with Madame 
Chiang, she was asked what were the qualifications required for 
the translators whom she and her husband were employing. The 
significant reply was that they must first be devout Christians, 
second, ripe scholars of Hebrew and Greek and third, they must 
be poets. Can we not say the same of our King James translators? 

But beyond all else is the enthusiastic interest with which the 
Chinese are gradually taking over the program of the Bible Soci- 
eties who have been working these many years among them, the 
American, the British and the Scottish Societies. In 1945, before 
V-J day there was created in free China an advisory committee 
of fifteen, all Chinese, to work with the Bible Societies. Dr. Ralph 
Mortensen, the American Bible Society’s Secretary in China, re- 
porting on the activities of this new venture, wrote, "‘Our eyes are 
on the goal of one Bible Society in China. We hope that one day 
it will be a self-supporting, self-governing and self-perpetuating 
institution.” 

As an indication of how much more this advisory committee is 
than just a list of names, there is among them Mr. Li Jui, who 
has been contributing for several years $400 a month toward the 
support of some of the native Chinese Provincial Bible Society 
Secretaries. In 1943 when the postal charges became almost three 
times the cost of the books, he contributed $10,000 as a subsidy on 
the transportation of Scriptures. A little later when he was told, 
on inquiry, that the estimated transportation costs throughout free 



TO AN AWAKENING ORIENT loi 

China would be at least $200,000 for 1944, he agreed to pay half 
the amount. 

China is too vast for one to speak of in generalities. But this 
much is sure. Her rulers, not only Generalissimo and Madame 
Chiang but other persons high in Government circles, both read 
and live the Bible. And this has been so for many years. The 
Bible is also enormously popular among the student class who arc 
going to be the leaders of the great new China that is to be. The 
future for the Bible in China is bright indeed. 

But there is another light in which we must look at this glow- 
ing prospect. China’s millions are now being wooed by those who 
have no use for the Bible. Already the forces of totalitarianism 
arc strongly entrenched in China. For a long time to come our 
country must keep China going, with our technical skills, our im- 
plements of war, our food, clothing, medicines, our capital, and 
our cultural persuasion. And along with these things we must 
give her our Bible without which our democracy could never 
have survived nor can hers mature. 

There is no greater obligation upon the people of America, as 
they strive to create a peaceful world in the years ahead — no, not 
one, — than to capitalize upon China’s present interest in the Bible 
till she is calling for tens of millions of copies a year. 

To return then to the thesis laid down at the beginning of this 
chapter, we may be justly proud of the Bible’s record in the past. 
It has won an unrivalled supremacy among all books. But it has 
been mostly a book for Europe and North America, inhabited by 
not more than 600,000,000 people. The faithful work of mission- 
aries throughout the past century and a half is now, with a new 
era dawning, to find its harvest, if we seize our opportunity to 
help, in the spread of God’s Word among the other 1,500,000,000 
people who are turning to examine the Book and who like all 
others will find in it the answer to their deepest questions. 
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IS/Lore cx>pies o£ the Scriptures 
were distributed in 1944 in Latin America than in any former 
year. And it wasn’t a promotion stunt either. The books were 
eagerly sought for and read with a zest I wish I could believe 
they were accorded here in our own country. And, furthermore, 
if the books could have been printed and transported to fill all 
the hands that were stretched out for them in Latin America the 
figure would have been doubled. Latin America is clamoring for 
the Bible. 

Consider Mexico. There were almost twice as many Bibles and 
over four times as many New Testaments distributed in Mexico 
in 1944 as there were in 1943. And counting the separate Gospel 
portions, there were over a million copies of God’s Word put into 
the hands of eager readers there. This is almost three times as 
many as two years before. 

There are three reasons for this — all of them encouraging. The 
first is that Mexico is one of those many nations in the world 
today that are determined to rid themselves of illiteracy. In 1944, 
upon the initiative of President Camacho, whose concern has 
always been for the redemption of the masses in his country, a 
national literacy campaign was inaugurated. By his decree, every 
literate person between 18 and 60 was obligated to teach illiterates 
to read and every illiterate was obligated to learn. Simple enough, 
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isn’t it? And, there is a time limit to it. It began March 1945. 
By March i, 1946 it was expected that all mentally competent 
Mexicans had become able to read at least to some extent. When 
the decree was issued 48 per cent of the people could read. And 
how about the evangelical churches? They were already from 
80 per cent to 85 per cent literate, for when a man becomes a 
Christian, he is always eager to learn to read so he can pore over 
his own Bible in his leisure hours. The present upsurge of literacy 
in Mexico will put the Bible within the reach of possibly 5,000,000 
more people in a nation already becoming enthusiastic about 
God’s Word. 

The second reason for the rapid increase in Bible circulation 
and Bible reading in Mexico is the National Crusade for evan- 
gelism recently conducted under the direction of the Salvation 
Army. This campaign centered its activities in a house-to-house 
distribution of separately-bound Gospels in the cities, towns, vil- 
lages and out on the ranches. The little books were presented at 
each door after a short personal presentation of the meaning of 
the Gospel. Secretary Marroquin of the American Bible Society 
in Mexico City says that the testimonies of the distributors, al- 
though they have met with scorn, contempt, insults and even 
death, nevertheless could well be summarized in the words of the 
seventy, quoted in the tenth chapter of Luke, when they returned 
to Jesus from their mission saying, “Lord, even the devils are sub- 
ject unto us through they name.” 

The third reason for the growing enthusiasm for the Bible in 
Mexico is of a very different sort, and might not at first seem 
very encouraging. There has been a recent wave of fanatical per- 
secution of the evangelical churches and their members. Although 
this has in many instances broken out in direct, cruel and some- 
times criminal attacks upon the simple Bible-loving people, there 
has come, as always, a fresh realization of Jesus’ promise, “Blessed 
are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.” For the outcome 
of much of this opposition has been a rallying to the side of the 
persecuted, an investigation of the sources of power which make 
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their lives so beautiful and winsome, and, of course, as a further 
inevitable result, a closer examination of the Book which is dis- 
covered to be the source of their power. 

I am convinced that the only hope of even moderate success in 
a democracy is a widespread acceptance and knowledge of the 
Bible. This is, unquestionably, the secret of the greatness of both 
England and America. We have reason to believe that Mexico, 
through peril and persecution, is on her way up, Bible in hand, 
toward the loftier plane of true Christian freedom. We shall be 
confidently watching for Mexico to advance in culture, dignity, 
and usefulness in the years just ahead. 

Another area among our Latin neighbors where the demand 
for the Bible is increasing rapidly is the Central American states. 
These little republics are full of unrest, and the Bible is one of 
the anchors which they are investigating for the stabilization of 
their sovereignty. Guatemala leads the others in commercial ac- 
tivity. It is the most populous and the most colorful of the Central 
American republics. About two-thirds of its people are pure- 
blooded Indians and some part of the Scriptures has been trans- 
lated into several of their tongues. 

Bibles are precious in these lands of few books and much spir- 
itual need. One copy often serves many people. 

One faithful distributor writes: 

“Several years ago in Guatemala I was riding horseback over a 
pretty rough trail and somewhere along the way I lost my Bible 
out of my saddlebag. 

“It was several months before I happened to go over that trail 
again. My trip this time was not so hurried, and I made inquiries 
along the way at each village as to whether my book had been 
found. 

“Finally, at one of the smallest and poorest villages, Sabana 
Grande, I got my answer. The book had been picked up along 
the wayside by an illiterate Indian farmer. He had brought it 
back to the village, where there was only one man who could 
read. Out of curiosity he took the book to this man. Quite a few 
of the villagers gathered around as the man began to read from 
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it. They enjoyed the reading, and ever since that time they had 
gathered each evening to listen to further readings, 

“Now, they said, they were ready to organize themselves into 
a church. I helped them do it, and a year later they built a small 
chapeLTwo youths from the village, an Indian boy and an Indian 
girl, later came to Chichimula for a two-year course in the mis- 
sion school, on finishing which they will become missionaries to 
their people.” 

The encouraging significance of this experience is that it is not 
uncommon. The files of the American Bible Society are sprinkled 
with tales of a similar nature, where a single copy of the Scrip- 
tures, sometimes only a Gospel portion, has, unaided by the inter- 
pretation of any missionary or native teacher, become the nucleus 
from which has sprung a Christian church. 

Since we have not pages enough to comment upon how the 
Bible speaks to each of our twenty neighbor American republics 
let us speak further simply of one more of them— mighty Brazil. 
The year 1944 marked the opening of a new era for the Bible in 
Brazil. The most concrete evidence of this is in the bare statement 
of Scripture circulation for that year. I always hesitate to burden 
my paragraphs with statistics, but sometimes statistics are do- 
quent. These certainly are. Consider them. The average annual 
distribution in Brazil by the American Bible Society alone for the 
ten years ending with 1942 was 222,000 copies. The Society’s cir- 
culation in 1944 jumped to 1,041,000, while the evidence indicates 
that the figure for each succeeding year will be much higher. In 
reporting these notable increases, Dr. Turner, the Society’s Secre- 
tary at Rio, makes clear that if the books had been available, the 
figures would have been much larger. 

Let me give you two close-ups that will reveal the positive 
poignancy of this need. One distributor from North Brazil wrote 
Dr. Turner: “I only wish it were possible for you to multiply the 
present ration to us by ten for our need is tremendous.” 

A veteran Baptist missionary wrote Dr. Turner: *‘So far as I 
know there is not a Bible for sale in this city, or perhaps in the 
state. Our need is appalling. I ^never go out of the house without 
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some one asking for Scriptures. All our churches are in revivals 
and expanding in every way. All this creates a demand for Scrip- 
tures. How can we carry on without the Word to place in their 
outstretched hands } ” 

Another writes desperately, “Do have compassion on us as soon 
as you can for I haven’t a Bible or Testament in the place. . . . 
Just send anything you can from Gospels to Bibles of any price.” 
And another: “Day before yesterday I received the shipment of 
Scriptures- By yesterday they were all gone.” 

People who read statements like these sometimes say rather im- 
patiently, “Why doesn’t the American Bible Society send them 
more books ? That is a reasonable enough query. The answer is 
that the Bible-blessed people of America do not yet give the Bible 
Society money enough to meet all the demands — for it must be 
remembered that because of the abject poverty of many Brazilians 
it is necessary to sell most of the books below cost and to give 
thousands of them away. 

And finally, there is this further evidence that a new Bible era 
is dawning in Brazil. Late in 1943 the Bible Societies, for the first 
time in a large way, began to publish Scriptures in Brazil, an 
enterprise that until recent years was not feasible. Seven hundred 
thousand Gospels have been produced and a further order of a 
million is running through the press while this book is. Also 
40,000 New Testaments have been published. And all this is but 
a beginning. It is quite conceivable that, against all the fanatical 
opposition which unfortunately is increasing almost everywhere 
in Latin America, the total circulation of the Scriptures in Brazil 
which jumped 360 per cent in 1944 over the average of the ten 
years before, is apparently going to make other sensational leaps 
in the years ahead. 

The Bible is penetrating deeply into Brazil’s life. It is being 
welcomed by the leaders, as well as by the plain people. In October 
of 1944 a feature article in one of Brazil’s most influential dailies 
was devoted to this theme. In part it read: “Do you wish to do 
something useful for your country’s good? Would you contribute 
to the greatness of Brazil? There is a book which reflects the 
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mind of God. That Book is a clear map for the traveller and a' 
guide for the pilgrim , , Then, after describing the contents of 
the Bible, the article concludes: “Let us make of all Brazilians 
daily readers of the Bible. Let us do all in our power to carry the 
Bible to all parts of our country, and we shall have made our 
greatest contribution to the well-being of our nation.” 
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H ow DOES the Old Book fare ia 
those troubled lands from which it came ? — I mean that area bor- 
dering on the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea where there 
are so many different countries that we often lump them s§l to- 
gether and call them the Levant or the Near East or the Middle 
East. One of the poetic things about the two great Bible So- 
cieties — the British and the American — ^who carry on their work 
there is that they call their two joint agencies Bible Lands North, 
with headquarters in Beirut, Syria, and Bible Lands South, with 
headquarters in Cairo, Egypt. 

The pathway for the progress of the Bible today in Bible lands 
is a thorny one. Large areas of that part of the world are domi- 
nated by Mohammedanism which is the implacable foe of Chris- 
tianity and has a book of its own in addition to the Bible. So 
thoroughly is the Moslem indoctrinated that he has a great deal 
of prejudice to overcome before he can bring himself to read the 
Bible. It is true that his Koran praises the Old and New Testa- 
ments but the devout Moslem is taught that the Bible he is 
offered today is very much corrupted from the one which the 
Koran speaks of, and it is a sin for him to open it and read it. 

Since the Bible lands are still, as they always have been, the 
cross-roads of the world, the Bible speaks there in many lan- 
guages, all the greater in number since the fighting men of many 
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nations have been and still are quartered there. The Beirut office 
of the American Bible Society working only in Iraq, Syria, Tur- 
key, Greece and Bulgaria, where the combined population is less 
than one-quarter that of the United States, reported for 1944 their 
distribution in sixty languages and dialects. The Cairo office, 
working in Egypt, the Sudan, Palestine and Transjordania with 
a combined population of less than 25,000,000 reports work in 
seventy-seven tongues. In Palestine alone with little more than 
1,500,000 people, the Scriptures were sold last year in forty-three 
different languages. Arabic, English and Turkish arc the lan- 
guages in which most of the Bibles are distributed today. 

The Bible has, of course, been available in certain languages 
continuously in this part of the world since Bible times. One of 
the first languages into which the early church missionaries trans- 
lated the Bible was the Coptic, the native language of the Egyp- 
tians in New Testament days. Like Latin, it has long been a dead 
language, but like the Latin Bible in the Roman Church, the 
Coptic Bible is still the official Bible of the church which pro- 
duced it, the present Coptic Church in Egypt. 

Another ancient Bible with a notable history is the Syriac Bible. 
It probably emanated from that city of Antioch where we read in 
the books of Acts that '‘the disciples were first called Christians.*’ 
The evangelistic power of the Syriac New Testament may have 
come from the fact that those who produced it were equally at 
home in the Greek from which they translated it. At all events, 
in its standardized text it came to be called the Peshitta which 
means, “the simple.” 

This was the Bible that more than any other can be said to 
have brought Christ to Europe — and indeed farther still in the 
other direction, reaching as far as Ceylon and China. In the West, 
however, the Syriac Bible took on a Latin form and later was 
translated into Old Saxon from which the Scriptures lived on in 
the heart of the German people till Luther appeared and pro- 
duced his German Bible. Thus the Syriac Bible forged an un- 
broken chain of Gospel transmission from New Testament times 
down to our own. 
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The Turkish Bible is o£ later origin, being originally the work 
of a Polish lad who had been stolen from his home and sold as 
a slave to the Turks. There is, however, a wonderful chapter in 
the story of this Turkish Bible that belongs to our day. 

Before the founding of the present Turkish Republic twenty- 
five years ago, the Bible had been provided for the Turks in 
Greek characters, Armenian characters, and Arabic characters; 
for the Turks never had an alphabet of their own. In Turkey 
proper, the Arabic script was standard. Then came the sweeping 
innovations under Mustapha Kemal Ataturk. In 1928 he decreed 
that all books, newspapers, and public documents should appear 
in the Roman alphabet. But that was not all. It was also decreed 
that the language should have expunged from its vocabulary a 
great list of foreign words and phrases, principally Arabic and 
Persian. Seldom if ever has a major language undergone so radical 
a change. It practically stopped the mouth of every Turkish Bible 
so it could no longer speak to the people. 

But if anyone still considers that missionaries are not keen 
diplomats — and, to my mind, the world has produced none bet- 
ter — listen to the next chapter in this story. Some months before 
this sweeping edict went into force, missionaries in Turkey trans- 
literated the Book of Proverbs into the new Roman character 
form and printed it with the old language on the opposite page. 
It served as a sort of textbook to help the people learn the new 
language, and attained immense popularity. Then the missionaries 
went quietly on with their task. By 1937 the entire Bible had been 
skillfully translated into the new Roman Turkish. Since 1941 the 
book has been in continuous publication. Turkish scholars con- 
sider it a masterpiece in the new language. 

Most of the Scriptures that speak to the people of Bible lands 
are distributed by colporteurs. In an atmosphere charged with the 
hateful antagonism of Mohammedanism, these men lead a very 
hard life. They are ridiculed, rebuffed, threatened and at times 
even robbed and otherwise criminally attacked. But underneath 
all the hatred shown there is a growing conviction that these men 
are honest, trustworthy and should be listened to. 
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Here is a typical experience which reveals how the leaven of 
modern democratic thinking, which always helps the Bible cause, 
comes to the support of the colporteur. In Egypt, last year, one of 
these faithful distributors of the Word was travelling in a bus. 
The people asked him what he had in his bags. “I soon handed 
around some gospels/' writes the colporteur. “An old sheikh with 
a big green turban asked, 'What are these books?' I said, 'These 
are portions of the Bible.’ When he heard that, he got angry and 
called bad names and asked the passengers to throw the books 
away. One of the passengers, however, spoke up and said, 'We 
are not small boys. We are men. We are free to read what we 
want and these are good books^, and we ought to read them.’ 
When the Sheikh heard that, he became quiet and some of the 
passengers bought gospels and other portions.” 

In the great port of Alexandria the colporteurs serve many sail- 
ors with Scriptures in the tongues of their homelands. 

“Have you got a Bible in Irish?” asked a deck officer. “Yes, I 
have,” replied the colporteur, producing the book. Everybody 
laughed for the officer had asked for the book as an excuse for 
not buying, never expecting that the Bible man would have what 
he asked for. He bought it right away and two others in the 
group bought Gaelic Bibles. 

The colporteur meets much unreasoning ignorance but he has 
his answer for every approach. 

“I have no interest in religion,” said a young sailor to whom a 
colporteur in Cairo offered a Bible. “I do not present religion to 
you but God’s Word,” said the Bible man. “But your Bible con- 
tradicts itself,” replied the sailor. “Can you point out some verse 
that proves what you say?” was the answer. But the young bluff- 
ing man of the sea had no knowledge whatever of the Bible and 
what he had presumed to say was simply what he had heard of 
other people’s opinions. He bought a copy which he promised to 
read carefully. 

Amid all the tension and strife of the Bible lands the business 
of the Bible Society, as people observe it in the life of its depot 
managers, its colporteurs, everyone connected with the work, helps 
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to commend the Book. A poorly-ciad Russian woman came into 
the Bible House at Istanbul one day. She bought Scriptures in 
several languages for distribution among her friends and acquaint- 
ances. ‘1 always say a prayer for you as I pass in front of your 
shop,” she said. “All the other shops on both sides of the street 
seek to get as much as they can and give as little as they can. 
Often they arc run by rogues who cheat and lie. Yours is the 
one place among them all where the customer gets more than 
he gives — and how much more,” she added after a moment’s 
reflection. 

Two summers ago when I was the guest of a missionary con- 
ference down in the North Carolina hills I was introduced to a 
lovely young American girl. Like all of us she was wearing sum- 
mer sport clothes. Then I learned that she was home on a short 
furlough from her field and her field was Jesus* field, Palestine. 
I told Miss Graver — ^for she was Miss Kate Ellen Gruver — I 
couldn’t imagine a more wonderful mission field than Palestine 
and I asked her to give me a litde story of her work for publica- 
tion. She did this later, writing about her Scripture distribution 
work in the Jewish colonics of Palestine. This was the way her 
story closed. She said, “When I was able to visit a community a 
second time, individuals interviewed the first time usually said 
something like this to me, ‘Yes, I read the book you gave me. I 
didn’t want to, but something about it attracted me.’ ” 

Miss Gruver’s statement just about tells the whole story of the 
Bible in Bible lands. There is deep-seated opposition, but the Old 
Book is slowly winning out. 
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to a World Beginning Again 


TChe voice o£ the Bible is never 
silenced by ^vorld upheavals, however great. On the contrary, God 
speaks at such times with greater power through His Word. In- 
deed it has often been God’s Word, in times when an old age 
must die and a new one be born, that has guided fearless leaders 
toward the new path. It was so in the beginning of the Christian 
movement. It was so at the time of the Reformation. It was so 
when Puritanism cleansed English life and gave birth to America. 
It was so in the great Wesleyan revival. Will it be so in the days 
upon which we are entering now? 

If ever a world had to begin again, it is in A.D. 1946. Let the 
panorama of the continents pass before you. There is Germany, 
the nation which has been “calling the shots” for the world for a 
generation or more. She virtually does not exist as a sovereign 
state. Around Germany lies a ring of nation^ prostrated by the 
savagery of six years of war and blinded by the bursts of a mil- 
lion bombs and groping for a place to begin again. Russia is en- 
tering a new age of power and prestige. Austria has become a 
republic. The Balkans are again seething with bitterness as they 
seek for those cherished footholds they never seem to get. North 
Africa and the Near East are in turmoil. China is no longer 
the grab bag of Western imperialism. She has started on the 
road to mighty sovereignty for herself as one of the “Big Five.” 
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Maybe no nation has been pushed farther back toward “scratch” 
where she must begin again than has Japan whose proud military 
sovereignty has been wiped out and whose ancient ideologies are 
being challenged in the interests of Western ideas of democracy 
of which her people know scarcely anything. 

Even America, unscathed by the bombs of history’s most 
destructive war, is soon to bid adieu to her cherished isola- 
tionism and to become host to the Council of the United Na- 
tions of the world. The noble experiment of federating inde- 
pendent states, which she has maintained with great success 
within herself for a century and a half, is now to be undertaken 
under her leadership on a much larger and vastly more difficult 
scale. If the United Nations succeeds with half the success that 
has marked the history of our Federal Union, generations to 
come will be amply justified in looking upon 1946 as a year 
of new world beginnings, unprecedented since the coming of 
Christ. 

Can the Bible speak to a world like this world of 1946? Ah, 
indeed it can. Such a situation constitutes the Bible’s very 
stock in trade. And the people of the world seem to sense it 
more this time than in any earlier upheaval. 

Just before Christmas 1945, Dr. T. W. Stricter of the Lutheran 
Commission for Prisoners of War in this country forwarded 
to the American Bible Society a request from Chaplain Henry 
F. Gerecke, attached to the International Military Tribunal 
at Nuremberg, Germany. It called for twenty-four German 
Bibles and one hundred German New Testaments. High rank- 
ing Nazis on trial had asked for these books. Sometime, some- 
where, some one of these blind leaders of the blind had re- 
membered hearing it may be words like these: 

Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the rich man glory in his riches; but let him that 
glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that 
I am the Lord which exerciseth loving-kindness, judgment and 
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith 
the Lord. 
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Six weeks after the ceremony of Japan’s surrender on the 
deck of the battleship Missouri, four American churchmen ar- 
rived in Japan. Said one of them, Dr. Luman Shafer, “It was 
never clearer than in our reception in Tokyo that Christianity 
is a powerful force for binding the peoples of the world to- 
gether” and then he described how unmistakably sincere was 
the deep affection revealed as the Christian leaders of Japan 
greeted their fellow Christians from America, When on his 
return Dr. Shafer landed in San Francisco, he wired to New 
York for a million Japanese New Testaments and 100,000 Eng- 
lish Bibles for immediate shipment to Japan. Was. Dr. Shafer, 
who for many years served as a missionary in Japan, not letting 
his emotions run away with his judgment in making such a 
request? Let another American serving in Japan supply the 
answer to that question. 

Chaplain George H. Hixson wrote to the Bible Society from 
Hiratsuka, Japan on almost the same day that Dr. Shafer sent 
his wire. He began: “You will be interested to know that there 
is being born in Japan today a hunger for the Word of God 
such as I have never before witnessed.” He then related an 
incident growing out of an invitation he had received to speak 
to a group of Japanese students concerning Christianity. To his 
amazement he found one thousand people gathered to hear him 
speak through an interpreter. The interest shown was intense. 
After the meeting Chaplain Hixson was entertained at the house 
of a prominent citizen where for three hours they discussed 
various political, social and religious activities in the United 
States, Japan and the Allied Nations. Before he left, the Chap- 
lain presented autographed copies of the English New Testa- 
ment to his hosts. The next day other invitations of a similar 
nature began to arrive. One was from the leading physician of 
a town of approximately twenty thousand people in which he 
asked that Chaplain Hixson come back regularly to teach a 
Bible class to be attended by nine hundred young men between 
the ages of thirteen and twenty-five and hundreds of others. 
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leading citizens and school teachers o£ the village and neigh- 
boring communities. 

The burden of Chaplain Hixson’s letter was a plea to his 
friends in America to make it possible for the Bible Society and 
others to rush as soon as possible to Tokyo as many Japanese 
New Testaments as could be secured for distribution throughout 
the prostrate nation. He concluded: 

^'The door is now open to the Gospel of Christ here in Japan 
as never before. We must’ is the only slogan we can adopt in 
getting out the message of God’s love. ... If I only had the 
New Testaments to present, I could use several thousand , . . 
putting them into the hands of Japanese young people who today 
are willing to sit for hours with an English-speaking dictionary 
so as to translate a New Testament which is printed in English.” 

There is another most significant way in which the Bible is 
speaking to the Japanese as they begin again. It is in the life atti- 
tudes of the American soldier now in their midst. He is so 
different from their idea of a soldier. Where yesterday he fought 
with brutal skill today with equal earnestness he seeks to help 
and befriend. He goes about unarmed. He plays with litde 
children. He befriends the helpless, homeless people. He pro- 
tects a Buddhist from harm as earnestly as he does a Christian. 
As General McArthur says, ‘‘These soldiers are fine diplomats 
of the United States.” 

Well, the Japanese have always been a people of intense 
curiosity. They are today studying the American G.L to sec 
“what makes him tick.” The more thoughtful Japanese are 
discovering that he is not a militarist at all. Unlike the soldier 
of a totalitarian state, he was not taken in his early years and 
deliberately toughened into a brute who knows nothing but 
the stoic temper of the killer. He is a civilian in uniform. His 
basic training came not from the army camp but from the 
American home, the American school and the American church. 
However imperfectly its teachings have been reflected, the Bible 
is nevertheless the basic textbook of all three of these institu- 
tions and the American soldier, however little he may be able 
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to quote the Bible, is nevertheless, in many cases unwittingly, 
reflecting its teachings, the teachings o£ the Ten Commandments 
and the Golden Rule, and the even more radical of Jesus’ in- 
junctions, such as “If thine enemy hunger, feed him,” “Love 
thine enemy,” forgive “till seventy times seven.” If it were some 
non-Christian nation that had conquered Japan, it could never 
be expected that there would be such understanding good will 
as is now making the American G.L “more than a conqueror” 
through his sincere spirit of helpfulness. No, the American 
soldier is different because there has been bred into his soul and 
the souls of his forbears through many generations, the counsel 
of Christ who taught that the only irresistible power in the 
world is the power of love. In their desire to know the source 
of this conquering genius the Japanese are being guided to the 
Bible. 

This is not a new phenomenon in the Orient. The Chinese 
have been gravitating toward the voice of the Scriptures for 
many years and especially since they have discovered three 
things: that devotion to the Book has a bearing upon the moral 
and spiritual strength of their Generalissimo and his wife; that 
it had influenced the missionaries, at the outset of the hostilities 
in China in 1937, to spurn the advices of their home govern- 
ments and remain with their Chinese friends to face the hazards 
of starvation, pestilence and enemy action; diat the principles 
of social democracy — and this was a widespread discovery on the 
part of the students in China’s Government Universities — ^which 
they wished to embody more fully in China’s life, were elo- 
quently endorsed by Jesus in His teachings. The new China that 
has been emerging gradually since 19 ii but with accelerated 
speed in the last decade has been listening with absorbing in- 
terest to the voice of God’s Word. 

What the world in its new beginnings today is looking for 
is a chance for lasting freedom for the human soul. This con- 
stitutes the Bible’s supreme opportunity, for the answer to this 
longing is the central message of the book. Beyond the glory 
of freedom for his own land, Samuel F, Smith wrote into our 
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beloved hymn “America” one even more universal idea. It is 
that God is the “Author of Liberty.” Liberty does not have its 
origin in man. Left to himself man enslaves his fellows and 
becomes himself a slave. The very longing in the human breast 
for release from the chains of tyranny, of lying propaganda, 
of fear, is of divine origin. True liberty cannot be rightly under- 
stood without reference to God’s purposes. It cannot be gained 
and held without obedience toward God. Disobedience of God 
is the beginning of the end of freedom. And God’s will, as well 
as the power to discover and follow it, is found supremely in 
the pages of the Bible. 

In its present extremity, the world is discovering this and 
so demanding copies of God’s Word. In many European coun- 
tries where the Bible has held an honored place for centuries 
but was suppressed by Nazi paganism, it is now revealed that 
all through the war, it was the people of the churches who 
remained faithful to the Bible who are now emerging as the 
leaders of national thought. Dr. A. L. Warshuis, when he re- 
turned from Europe shortly after V-E Day reported that “the 
dominating aspect of this revival of the churches is the central 
position that is being given to the Bible.” He related how all 
over Europe Christians are again studying the Bible and seek- 
ing afresh to learn its lessons. They know that even when po- 
litical liberty is regained and with it freedom of religion, the 
deeper moral struggle must go on, must go on among all people 
and in every generation — ^the struggle against the chains of self- 
interest and selfishness, of ignorance and vice, of coarse living, 
of cynicism and despair, of racial and national and class hatreds 
— against that complexity of human weakness and perverseness 
that is sin. Here too they know the Word of God is supreme, 
both as revelation of the standard of life to which God caUs 
us and also as holding out to men in Christ the power whereby 
they may live in accordance with it. 

It is nothing new for the Bible to come into its own in a 
time of national and world distress. It is, however, something 
new for it to have attained so quickly so much recognition 
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in so many widely scattered areas o£ the world. Just as the 
Bible climbed to new heights in the world’s affairs with the 
beginning of the Christian Church, and again pressed out to 
new horizons in the days of Luther and of Wesley and again 
in the beginning of the modern world mission of the church 
about 1800, so today, as the world begins again once more, the 
Bible, its pages now intelligible to the leadership of practically 
every nation; with the index of literacy rising rapidly in so 
many places; and with the eyes of the world upon America and 
her ways that have grown out of Bible teachings, the Bible 
faces possibilities for influence and acceptance that have never 
been offered before. The problem of how to meet this stirring 
challenge is a complicated one, but one requirement stands out 
clearly and demands a priority of attention. The copies of the 
Book in adequate supply must be provided in the languages re- 
quired and at such prices as an impoverished world can afford. 
This is clearly a challenge to the Christian people of America. 
What will they do about it? 
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Wi» WE TALK glibly about the 
Bible and its message for the whole world, what about the 
three-fifths of the world’s people who cannot read? Even if the 
Scriptures were translated into all the world’s reported 2796 
languages and dialects, instead of only 1068 of them, how about 
the 1,200,000,000 or more people to whom a book is useless? 
This means, so we are informed, 90 per cent of the people of 
China, 92 per cent of the people of India, 93 per cent of the 
Moslem world, 95 per cent of the East Indies, 98 per cent of 
non-Christian Africa and 99 per cent of Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, 
Turkestan and Arabia. 

The question is a fair one. Let us look at some of the factors 
in the situation as we seek its answer. Consider first that the 
advanced degree of literacy in certain parts of the world today 
is a relatively modern achievement. For centuries after the firm 
establishment of the church in the various countries of Europe, 
most of the people of that continent could not read. Charlemagne, 
who is always listed among the great rulers in European his- 
tory, could neither read nor write. Possibly that is why Christian 
progress has been so discouragingly slow and in some respects 
strayed far off the beam in Europe, but, nevertheless, we should 
take courage in the fact that for centuries the Bible has been 
shedding its redemptive light into the hearts of illiterate people 
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through the ministry of those who read the sacred text to them. 

Another factor stems from the history of the Christian move- 
ment. From the very beginning its leaders have been ardent 
publishers of the Bible. Not until the invention of printing, 
however, about 500 years ago, did books become inexpensive 
enough so that the common people could afford to buy them 
and thus have an incentive to learn to read. 

I find that most people think that publishing grew out of 
printing. The fact is, it was just the other way; printing grew 
out of publishing, and it was the demand for more and more 
Bibles in Europe that stimulated the invention of printing. 

Here let us indulge in a categorical superlative. Printing by 
movable type is the most important invention of all time. It 
is the key that has unlocked the door to literacy and literacy 
is the principal measuring rod of human freedom. 

The plight of the illiterate is beyond our comprehension. It 
is not simply that he can not read and write. Because he can 
not read and write, the illiterate is in the blackest prison house 
known to man. His soul is in prison. He dwells in a perpetual 
blackout. The jailers who stand forever barring the gates of his 
prison are Prejudice and Fear; and he has grounds enough for 
his fears. In India there are almost three times as many people 
as the entire population of the United States, who are illit- 
erates, and almost every one of them is in debt all his life. He 
does not know how much he owes; nor how to compute the 
interest he is charged. The money lender extracts all he can 
from the ignorant illiterate, leaving him just enough to keep 
him alive for further exploitation. He is hungry, diseased, afraid 
of the man who can read, obsessed with superstitions, and pur- 
sued by imaginary demons. The illiterate is hardly a man at all. 

Printing, which meant the cheap production of books, opened 
the way for men to get hold of the facts of life. It lies behind 
the worldwide upsurge of enlightenment that has marked the 
last 500 years and it will have more to do with the world of to- 
morrow than any other invention that has been made since 
or will be made hereafter, however spectacular any one of them 
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loads of salacious literature with which to flood the world. The 
urgency of the matter is heightened by the growing use of 
pictures. Education in the coming days will more and more be 
done by pictures. So will degradation. People who can not read 
words can understand pictures, at least partially. Pictures need 
interpretation just as do the facts of life they depict. They can 
never wholly take the place of books. They do not remove the 
necessity for literacy. Rather they deepen its urgency. 

America in her present place of power could work a world- 
wide miracle for democracy and decency by the right use of this 
combination of circumstances — ^the availability of the Bible and, 
the rise of literacy. If America would raise, oh, just a few mil- 
lion dollars, and invest them in the lives of a few thousand young 
people who would go out to help conduct literacy movements 
in the spirit of Christ, more could be done for world peace than 
all the politicians and diplomats put together could accomplish* 

Liberating illiterates from their book-blindness offers the Chris- 
tian one of his greatest opportunities to win the world while 
he is teaching the world to read. Says Dr. Laubach, “If you sit 
down beside an illiterate as an equal, your heart overflowing 
with love for him . . if you never frown nor criticize but 
look pleased and surprised, and praise him for his progress, 
a thousand silver threads wind about his heart and yours* You 
are the first educated man that ever looked at him except to 
swindle him, and he will be so mystified by your unusual 
kindness, that he is likely to stop and ask; ‘How do you expect 
to get paid for this.? I have no money.’ Then you have your 
chance to say: 

“‘I do not want any pay. I have learned this from Jesus- 
He spent all his time helping people free of charge. . . . All 
day long he was looking around asking whom he could teach, 
or heal or encourage or defend or save. I think that is a beau- 
tiful way to live. If we were all like Jesus;, this world would 
be a paradise. So I thought I would try helping people just be- 
cause I love them. And I have discovered the secret of happi- 
ness. When I am teaching you, it makes my heart sing. When 
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1 have finished teaching you, I want you to go and teach your 
neighbors. Don’t take any money for it, and your heart, too, 
will sing. Brother, we have found the secret of happiness.’” 

Then Dr. Laubach says, “The only irresistible gospel is love 
in action ... if we serve the illiterates and then tell them the 
Gospel after we have won their hearts, they will believe in 
Christ because they believe in us.” 

In spite of all the frightening possibilities of the new atomic 
age, we Christians can have just the kind of a world in the 
coming decades we want. We can have a world plunged into 
even worse bestial destruction and slaughter than any former 
war has taken it, if we leave these awakening millions to read 
what the forces of godlessness and sin will offer them. Or, wc 
can bring not only peace, but the positive spirit of the King- 
dom of Christ, if we will seize the opportunity now presented 
by this irresistible surge toward freedom and light which is 
marking the life of the nations of men, almost all of whom 
already possess in the language of their heart and home, God’s 
Holy Word. 
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H ERE ARE some words taken 
from a prayer offered by a man who had lost both legs fighting 
in Italy. He prayed, “We ask you to help us on the right path 
of peace so that our many people will know only quiet and 
the good living which is their due. We ask not for the strength 
of toleration, but for the great power of understanding. We 
have met your creations, Lord, the white, black, and Oriental, 
and we have found a goodness in them and a common pur- 
pose. For all, we ask that the shroud of conflict and hate be 
crumbled into dust.” 

Blessed is the man who can pray such a prayer. He is very 
near to the heart of God. 

The words of that prayer tell you litde about the intellectual 
attainments of that soldier but they tell you a great deal about 
his heart. His heart has leaped clean over the ugly barrier of 
class pride for he says he doesn’t ask for the strength of tol- 
erance. Tolerance is, after all, not a very nice word. There is 
too much in it of the picture of one man looking down his 
nose at another. No, our legless soldier asks for the great power 
of understanding. He has risen above the blighting prejudice 
of race. He finds goodness and noble purposes in all races and 
classes of men. In the kind of a world we are fashioning now, 
we shall have to develop that view of our fellow men if there 
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is to be continuing peace, or, indeed, to some of the most 
discerning minds, any continuing civilization at all. 

Physically, our legless soldier is frightfully crippled, but spiritu^ 
ally he is in enviable shape. His heart speaks the right language^ 
After all, words are just one of the vehicles of language. Lan- 
guage is the speech of the human heart and the human heart 
may speak in a hundred ways. 

As a matter of fact speech is sometimes a very unsatisfactory 
form of language. Speech differs between nations. I cannot talk 
German — nor can I talk Japanese. I can talk only English. 
Multiply my case by tens of millions and you have one reason 
why war grew up between this nation and those other two, 
because they could not understand each other’s speech. It would 
be very hard for war to arise between Britain and America 
because they can understand each other’s speech. 

But there is a language that is universal that can serve to 
keep all the world at peace through understanding. One of 
our news weeklies carried a story from the Philippines when 
the Pacific war was drawing to its close. The hero of the story 
was Theodore Stevenson, a physician. The paper had the good 
sense to carry his picture with the story for his face tells 
volumes of what is in his soul. For insisting on the honesty 
of putting the word ^‘malnutrition” down as the cause of a 
death in Santo Tomas internment camp, Dr. Stevenson was 
thrown into Bilibid prison by his Japanese overseer. When the 
young physician was released by MacArthur’s men, the first 
case he took on as the reinstated camp physician was that of 
the Japanese lieutenant who had clapped him into prison. The 
item closed with these words, “Dn Stevenson, a Presbyterian 
medical missionary in peace time, performed the operation suc- 
cessfully with all his skill.” 

We may assume that Dr. Stevenson knew no Japenese. But 
he did know the Spirit of Christ. He had gone to the Philip- 
pines to live the language of the sermon on the mount. In that 
sermon he had read, “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, 
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time, because the fouadations have been swept away. I do not' 
think there is any power in the world which is able to lay new 
foundations, if not love."’ 

Toyohiko Kagawa of Tokyo is one Japanese whom we do not 
need to punish. To Mr. F. J. Lipp, a United States Navy cor- 
respondent he said a few weeks after V-J day; “There can never 
be brotherhood without repentance on both sides ” When further 
pressed to suggest some tangible way in which understanding 
between America and Japan could be achieved he promptly an- 
swered; “We need Bibles . . . All our printing and publishing 
facilities have been destroyed through the bombings. We need 
presses and printing equipment, or money to buy them. These 
are the tangible needs you can supply us with now.” 

If I read the dispatches aright that continue to come from 
those who are honestly trying to imify a broken world across 
the lines that once were drawn between hostile nations, I dis- 
cover that Martin Niemoeller in Germany and Toyohiko Ka- 
gawa in Japan are, possibly, the most hopeful anchors to which 
to moor the shifting uncertainties of suspicion and distrust. 

As correspondent Lipp says further in reporting his interview: 

“As I talked with Kagawa, I forgot that I was wearing the 
uniform of the United States Navy. I forgot that he was a 
member of that nation which had fought us so bitterly, so 
treacherously here in the Pacific. I only knew that I was talking 
to a great human being and a Christian, a man capable of 
revitalizing Japan through the simple power of living deeply 
through Christ.” 

It cannot be overemphasized to the American people as a 
whole how great is the force of this one man among the Jap- 
anese or how fortunate it is that he holds an important advisory 
position in Japan's newly formed cabinet. “He is not merely, 
respected and honored. He is loved,” says Mr. Lipp, “even as 
the memory of Abraham Lincoln is loved in America.” 

The viewpoint which imparts to Niemoeller and Kagawa 
their power is the viewpoint that adherence to God's Word has 
given them. At heart all men are potentially the same* In the 
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Bible God speaks to men’s hearts the message that a groping 
world unwittingly longs to hear. It is the message that has 
cemented friendship across all race, color and national lines, 
friendship that no wars have ever been able to break. 

I believe that God has been preparing us for the opportuni- 
ties of this emergent hour through the labor and devotion of 
those missionaries who, for the most part, throughout the last 
century, have been translating the Bible into all the principal 
tongues of men. I believe He is further preparing us through 
the present feverish upsurge out of illiteracy that is stirring 
among the vast populaces of China, India, Latin America, and 
elsewhere in the world. 

What the world needs is a universal language, not a me- 
chanical device made out of the whole cloth upon the specifi- 
cation of scientific linguists, but a common message that speaks 
in the tongue that a man learned at his mother’s knee — ^the only 
language that reaches his heart. The Bible today speaks such a 
language, and in that language declares the limidess power of 
love. 
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A WOMAN CALLED mC Up 111 
amazement one day to protest against a book she found on the 
newsstand. It was the Old Testament in ‘‘comics.” I tried to 
calm her by telling her that this was inevitable. The Bible con- 
tains the best collection of short stories ever written. The wonder 
is that these stories did not long ago appear in strip-picture 
form. I am glad they have, for the strip picture is the language 
of millions of boys and girls in America who have had abso- 
lutely no knowledge of the Bible or of religion. Millions of them 
never will have any formal Bible study in either the home, the 
school or the church. Without the Bible in this popular Amer- 
ican language most of them would never have known anything 
about it at all. As it is, they are bound to get some of it through 
this channel and hundreds of them will be led thereby to read- 
ing the Bible itself. I have investigated “Picture Stories of the 
Bible” and have discovered that they are opening the door of 
interest in God’s Word to hundreds of children — yes and adults, 
too. 

The Bible is the book that has swayed the world not simply 
because of its great themes of God and man and sin and salva- 
tion. These themes might have been treated, as indeed they 
have been by many human writers, in heavy philosophical lingo. 
But not so the Bible. Its message, as someone has put it, is not 
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argued out; it is acted out. The Bible talks about people, not 
ideal people, but real people, whose passions and virtues, whose 
failures and successes, whose loyalties and frivolities, keep them 
eternally alive. 

I have a friend who in his recent years of partial retirement 
as a teacher and preacher of the Gospel, has compiled a list of 
book titles derived from the Scriptures — not religious books, mind , 
you, but novels, dramas, books of poetry. So far as he has kept 
me posted his list totals 1400 titles. The last 143 of these he 
brought to my desk early in 1245. Half the books, I should say, 
on this fresh list were published within the two years before 
his research ended. Here are just a few of these newest tides: 
“The Coat of Many Colors,’’ “Bricks without Straw,” “Genera- 
tion of Vipers,” “The Needle’s Eye,” “The Least of These,” 
“The Angel with the Trumpet.” There is a vivid Bible story 
behind every one of those titles that comes instantly to the mind 
of every one of us who knows his Bible. 

The first of the six ddes brings to mind that matchless bio- 
graphical sketch of the youngest son in a big family whom his 
doting father had spoiled, the story which has been expanded 
by Thomas Mann into his monumental series of volumes just 
recently completed. The test of a good story is whether you ever 
want to read it again. That is what gives long life to books. 
Dickens and Shakespeare have endured for this reason, but 
how much longer the story of Joseph. And how much more 
deeply it plows into our lives. It is something more than a story. 
It is a textbook. I once undertook to introduce the Old Testa- 
ment to a group of rather sophisticated young married couples 
who lived in one of New York’s better suburbs. Their pastor 
had persuaded them to convert their Tuesday evening bridge 
party into a Bible class for the winter. After a few weeks we 
came to Joseph, Our sessions, planned for one hour and a half, 
had become almost as long as a typical evening of bridge. Some- 
times wc went on till midnight. We never got beyond Joseph 
that whole winter. I recently met one of the members of this 
class whom I hadn’t seen for almost thirty years. His first 
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remark to me was "Tve beea reading the story of Joseph con- 
tinually ever since the winter of our class.” 

The second of the six current titles recalls Moses who was 
reared from infancy in Pharoah’s palace, whose passion for the 
relief of his oppressed fellow Hebrews, made him sicken of his 
easy court life in Egypt and wrought his soul into a rare com- 
bination of a labor leader, a lawgiver and a national deliverer 
never equalled in all histoi^. How much more than an ordinary 
story this is. Here is the kernel out of which has grown much 
that is of prime importance in the world’^s life today: the origin 
of the Hebrew people, that strange phenomenon in the social, 
cultural and religious life of the world that cannot be ignored, 
must be continually dealt with and that has such definite inter- 
locking relationship with our Christian faith; the origin of the 
moral law based upon the Ten Commandments which even yet 
seem to be basic in any ethical study of promise; the base on 
which another great world religion, Mohammedanism, stands 
with all its perverted laws and leadings. Suppose such profound 
fundamental factors in the jvorld's life were presented in the 
cold syllogisms of the philosophers’ jargon? But no, it is all 
given in a story, unmatched for interest, pathos, drama, variety. 
That is the way that the Bible deals with eternal truth. 

The third of my friend’s book titles recalls John the Baptist, 
the colorful ascetic who suddenly appeared with almost hyp- 
notic power to sway men’s hearts, as he lifted the curtain upon 
that event in history that has changed and is still changing the 
currents of the world’s life. No less an authority than Jesus 
Himself calls John the greatest born of woman. A new era was 
dawning that day upon the world. The door is open. What does 
it all mean? And there stands John at the door, saying, “The 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 

The next two tides unlock the recollection of all to the match- 
less story-telling power of the Lord of life whose consummate 
skill has fastened forever to the memories of men his uncom- 
promising gospel call to return, repentance, renewal and realiza- 
tion of life eternal. The last tide comes from the closing book of 
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the Bible which whips up the imagination of every reader to 
consider the glories of a world in which his daily prayer is an- 
swered, a world where God’s Kingdom has come and his will 
is being done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Tell me, who could understand Christmas without the stories 
of the shepherds and the wise men. Who could understand Easter 
without the triumphal entry, the cleansing of the temple, the 
conspiracy of Judas, the Last Supper, Peter’s denial, Pilate’s 
predicament, the two thieves on either side, Peter and John 
racing to the tomb, Mary thinking Him to be the gardener, 
the evening walk to Emmaus. These are the stories, understand- 
able by children and childlike races as well, that are still re- 
molding the world. No man can fathom the mystery of life and 
death, but honest minds, however untaught, cannot fail to 
catch the transforming truth of these stories. 

And now for a close-up of the greatest story ever told. Of 
course Jesus told it. We call it the parable of the prodigal son. 
In the King James’ version it is told in 321 words. Of these 
all but sixty-three are words of one syllable. It can be read in 
two minutes. There is not a cloud in its sky. No man can mis- 
take its meaning. It is taken from home life which all men 
understand. Yet consider how clearly and completely the Bible 
speaks in this brief tale. 

After twenty-five years in the preaching ministry I look back 
upon a single assignment by one of my professors in the theo- 
logical seminary as worth the whole three years’ course. We 
were required to build a theology on the story of the prodigal. 
To our amazement we found that all we needed was there, and 
through all the years since I have gone back to this story for 
my message. The notes I made on that assignment thirty-four 
years ago have been to me the most precious words I ever 
penned. Let us run through them a moment. 

First of all we face the unchanging fatherhood of God. Then 
comes the sonship of man. This is the gospel of hope for even 
while the boy was lost, and when he returned, filthy and dis- 
eased, he was still in the eyes of his father “my son.” 
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Here is the perfect description of sin. It is the act of one 
who separates himself from God and seeks to give selfish direc- 
tion to his own life. And what a picture of retribution, the 
gnawing of unrelieved hunger, the heartless refusal of the world 
to give the sinner what he so desperately needs; the awful 
waste with no apparent way to retrieve his losses. 

Then comes the turning point. How easily the story might 
have missed the point here. When the boy came to the end of 
his resources he might have blamed his father for being too 
indulgent, or some companion in sin who had led him astray, 
but no, the boy came clean. He said, “I have sinned.” In a thou- 
sand ways the Bible keeps telling us this but we do not heed 
it. We will give God everything but a humble and a contrite 
heart. 

Then came saving faith. The lad still believed in his father. 
Maybe the father’s sense of justice, he thought, would not per- 
mit his restoration to any higher status than that of a servant, 
but the boy believed that though his sins were as scarlet, yet 
the father would take him back, and make him whiter than 
snow. 

The picture of repentance follows. Repentance is something 
more than tearful remorse. Repentance is the act of a hero. The 
prodigal arose, turned his back on the old life, faced the humilia- 
tion of his filth and rags and went to his father. 

And finally comes the picture of forgiveness. It is often said 
of a preacher that, in the last analysis, he has but one sermon. 
There is some one powerful fact in the Gospel that he feels he 
can use repeatedly with successful results. All through my pulpit 
ministry this, I think, was my sermon — the picture of the father 
going down to the lower gate day after day hoping he might 
catch sight of his boy coming up the road. It must have been 
that way for Jesus says the father saw him “while he was yet 
a great way off.” He must have been looking for him. Here 
is where the story ties up with that great verse in Romans “God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
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sinners, Christ died for us.” I do not need any more gospel than 
that. Do you? 

And here is God’s Word in unforgettable stories, as we find 
it all the way from the Garden of Eden to the City of God with 
its walls of diamonds and its gates of pearl. How clearly the 
Bible speaks to us in its stories. 
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Xt isn’t fair,” said a man to 
me one day, “when you compare the figures of Bible distribu- 
tion with those of other books.” He had done some thinking 
which, for all its superficiality, was very illuminating. His argu- 
ment ran something like this: that any other book, if it had 
behind it so large and influential a promotion scheme as the 
Bible, might reach just as high a circulation figure. Of course, 
as in most false premises, the little word “if” is the biggest 
word in the statement. No other book could possibly have such 
a backing as the Bible has had in the past, and has today, and 
always will have. It’s distribution has been promoted by the 
Christian church which, with no concern for financial profit, 
has proceeded on the conviction that the last man on every con- 
tinent and island must be given a chance to hear the Word of 
God. The Psalmist put it in a little sentence gem of fourteen 
words — ^“The Lord gave the word: great was the company of 
those that published it.” 

It should be made perfectly clear that the Bible, as we have 
it, is a creation of the church. The church grew up around the 
witness of the risen Christ and the Bible developed as a means 
adopted by the church of perpetuating that witness. The Bible 
embodies that urgency which was expressed by Jesus when He 
said that the Gospel must first be preached among all nations 
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(Mark 13:10) and when He declared as Luke 4:43 reports, that 
“I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for 
therefore am I sent.*' 

So, wherever the church went it took along its sacred writ- 
ings. It was John Chrysostom in the fourth century who, in 
an inspired moment, called the collection of Jewish and Chris- 
tian Scriptures which by that time had found general acceptance 
in the church, the Bible, one book— The Book. 

In their zeal to spread the Gospel all over the ancient world, 
the early Christians adopted the Greek techniques of writing 
and publication. Thousands upon thousands of devoted copyists 
were employed to prepare the Bibles, or more often portions 
of the Bible, which became the prized possession of local churches. 
For centuries the Scriptures were too expensive to be owned 
by individuals, except the very rich. 

Almost from the start the missionaries of the early church 
were confronted with the necessity of translating the Bible into 
other tongues. There is no more fascinating study in all his- 
tory than the study of the struggle to make the Bible speak the 
languages of mankind. It was the church that, sending its mis- 
sionaries farther and farther up the Nile, found it necessary, 
possibly as early as the third century to translate the Bible into 
the Coptic tongue, descendant of the ancient Egyptian. It was 
the church that appointed Jerome, foremost scholar of his day, 
to translate the Bible into Latin when that language had prac- 
tically supplanted the Greek as the language of the Empire. 
And so it has been the church that has, even when it was driven 
underground during the dark ages, never ceased its labors to 
make Christ speak the tongues of men. With every widening 
of the circle of the community of nations, has gone the mes- 
senger of the church, with his Bible, his pen, his devotion, his 
patience and his skill to render the sacred text in the language 
of the people who have not heard of their Saviour. No people, 
if Christ meant what He said, were to be left out. So the church 
sent its men with the Book not only to China and India with 
their teeming millions but to the Eskimos, the bushmen and 
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the “Fuzzy Wuzzies” of the islands of the seas. President Van 
Dusen of Union Seminary has given us in his recent little 
book, “They Found the Church There” the testimonies of our 
fighting men — of how they have found in New Guinea, the 
Solomon Islands, in Tarawa, Kwajalein, Ponape, Guam, Saipan, 
everywhere they went natives, whose ancestors had been savages, 
if not cannibals, but who greeted our boys with Bibles, — Bibles 
taken to them and their fathers throughout the last century by 
the messengers of the church. 

At the last accounting the whole Bible has been translated 
into 185 languages, the New Testament in 234 more, and some 
substantial, although lesser part into still 649 more, so that 1068 
languages now possess the Scriptures — ^tongues enough, so au- 
thorities tell us, to speak the Gospel intelligendy to nine-tenths 
of the people of the world. 

So, quite evidently it isn’t fair to compare the distribution fig- 
ures of the Bible with those of any other book when one con- 
siders just this feature alone, for no commercial publisher has 
ever had so great faith in any book of his to believe that he 
could get it translated into a thousand tongues and make men 
want to read it. 

And what are the present facts ? Every Sunday in this country 
alone, the Bible speaks in 253,000 churches, scores of thousands 
of Sunday schools, in military camps, on Navy vessels and mer- 
chant ships and in ten thousand other places where people are 
gathered under the auspices of the church. No best-seller was 
ever accorded that recognition, yet that is the Bible’s privilege 
every Sunday of every year, a practice which has been going 
on since our nation’s founding. And what I say of our own 
country is true in greater or less degree all around the world. 
The Bible speaks literally every Sunday and in between Sun- 
days as it is read aloud by ministers, teachers and parents to 
uncounted millions of eager listeners — ^many of them unable to 
read themselves — ^from Greenland’s icy mountains to India’s coral 
strands. 

But that is only a part of the story. The basic missionary enter- 
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prise of the Christian church is to get a copy of the Bible into 
every man’s hand so that it may speak to him in the secret 
place of his own communion with God. It is this single, simple 
purpose that lies behind the inception and the vigorous program 
of the world’s Bible Societies. As the agencies of the diurches^ 
constituted for this purpose, the British, Scottish, American and 
other Bible Societies, since their founding a century and a quar- 
ter ago have actually distributed over 1,050,000,000 copies of the 
Word of God. 

Their policy has always been to seek out the man who other- 
wise would not be able or be influenced to obtain a copy. The 
story of the Bible Societies is a story of brave, resourceful, utterly 
consecrated men, most of them natives of the countries in which 
they work, who follow the trails out into the hinterlands where 
forgotten people live, through the jungles of Africa and out 
over the burning sands of Arabia and the Middle East, up the 
steep slopes of the Tibetan Himalayas, among the criminal tribes 
of South India, over the lofty mountain passes of the Andes and 
down into the steaming jungles of Peru and Brazil, to minister 
to the Indians living there. Here in our own country, where, in 
spite of all our boasts, there are millions of people who have 
never seen a Bible, the Bible Society, as the agent of the churches^ 
seeks out the Indians on their reservations, the house-boat popu- 
lation living in the Mississippi delta, the huddled colonies of 
foreign-speaking people in our great cities. When disaster falls 
upon the people anywhere — a flood, an earthquake, a droughty 
this agent of the churches is there with his stock of free Bibles 
for those in need. 

And this picture, as it is drawn today, Is not complete until 
one realizes that it is the Bible Society, agent of the churches, 
which, by the hand of the chaplains, ministers of the churches, 
supplies our men in uniform with all the copies of God’s word 
they need, skilfully prepared to meet their hazardous require- 
ments. For those mobilized since 1940, the Bible Society has, 
with every care against wasting the books, distributed, through 
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the chaplains, over 5,700,000 Testaments, 400,000 whole Bibles 
and 2,000,000 Gospel portions. 

And what o£ the future of this — the greatest publishing busi- 
ness of history.? Everything indicates an unprecedented ex- 
pansion. Europe, where the Bible has been known longer than 
in any other part of the world, has not been in such need of 
Bibles for a thousand years as it is today. As these pages come 
from the press most of the countries of Europe will be enduring 
more sufiering than possibly any time since the visitation of the 
Black Plague. Dr. Hugh Thompson Kerr is only one of the 
many churchmen who have come back to tell us that next 
to food, clothing, medicine, and shelter, the great need of 
Europe is for Bibles. If men must endure hardship, they need 
a guide book and the Bible is that book, for Europeans especially. 

The American churches, true to their zeal for distributing 
the Bible, are rising to this challenge. Europe, which hitherto 
.supplied its own Bibles, will need millions of copies shipped in 
before their publishing facilities will be restored. They will be 
shipped principally from this country. 

Meanwhile China, Japan, Korea, Siam, Burma, the Philip- 
pines and other liberated countries in the East are investigating 
the claims of democracy. They are in a mood to listen to Amer- 
ica and study the sources of her power. Every one of these 
countries possesses the Bible and has possessed it for many years, 
howbeit, in a very limited way. There is a Christian movement 
with awakening churches in all these lands. The Bible Societies 
of the West are already established in them all. Literacy is 
rising. The prospects of the Bible’s advance in the Eastern world 
through the help of the churches of the West are bright indeed. 

As we turn in other directions we find that the Latin Amer- 
ican countries are also turning toward God’s Word. Black Africa, 
where there are still, I am told, three hundred tongues not yet 
reduced to writing, is nevertheless enthralled with the story of a 
Saviour. The coming years will find millions of copies in demand 
in Africa. 

The Bible is a book that belongs to all the world. Men seem 
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to take it to their hearts on sight. The church is responsible for 
its distribution. The whole process stands outside the realm of 
merchandising. It is a great literary crusade with which nothing 
ever will or ever can compare. The task of translating, publish- 
ing, distributing, replenishing must go on till the “earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea.” 














